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As for the rtnding of the churchy we have many rea- 
fins to think it is not that which ye labour to pre- 
vent^fo much as the rending of your pontifical 
fleeves : Thatfchifm would be the fore/tfchijm to 

yOU^ £ilLTON. 

Neither ean religion receive am wound by difgraci 
thrown upon the prelates^ Jtnce relhion and they 
Jiireiy were never tnfuch amity. They rather are 
the men who have wounded religion^ and their 
Jiripes-muft heal her. Idem. 
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Mr. John Bartrnty 

OF 

LONDON. 

As this Volume confiffs oF very 
inftruftivc treanfcs, I infcribe 
it to you \ both as a public acknowledge-^ 
ment of your favours to the Editor^ and 
alfo that I may have an opportunity of 

exhorting you to zeal and ardour in a(^ 
ferting the prbciples of liberty.. 

You will here fee, that the chriltiafp 
religion which contains every motive to> 
goodnels perfonaL and fociaU and the 



W The DeD ic AT iDm. 

c'efign of which was taWcfs all rarioi«e^ 
and CO make n^.en univerfilly good and 
bappy, hath been fo perverted and abu&d^ 
as to become the inftrumcnt of opprefixon. 
and tyranny, and produftivc of tbofc very 
evils that it was intended fo prevent or 
remedy. 

You will perceive that alt thefc mif- 
chiefs have arifen from invefting its- 
miniAers with worldly power and do» 
minion, contrary to the defigti of it»^ 
author, andtb the precepts and pattens of 
his gofpcL 

You will fiad> that thcfe *men fo de- 
generated from their fir ft inftiiution, as 
to fdt up for ruling, inftead of inftiuding; 
and -though they pretended a zeal for 
fouJ!?, yet their behaviour plainly Ihewed, 
that^hey cared not what became of fau's: 
if they could but obtain power and wealth, 

the 



the conftant objects of their purfuit ^- 
fliw for many ^ges they mani/cftcd cither ' 
tht groUrff igncirancc of the nature andf 
ifcftgn of thriflianity, or the mod wilful 
ahd wicked oppofltion to it } and ihat 
thcj fa blinded and deluded the people^, 
that temporal ideas .were conftantly annex- 
ed CO a religion that is fpiritual ; and 
Cbrifi^B kingdom, which is not of thi^ 
woLild, was made a worlJfy kingdoiHh 
indeed ! 

You will fee that what they called the-: 
Gburcb^,'wa$ a mighty Baiel^ built upcnn 
the iruins of rcafon, rightcoufncfc, truths, 
gpodixefs and' mercy^. all that is dear and^ 
&cred,ta rwn I You will obferv^,, that 
noiwidiftirnding it was the defign of theiri 
holy office to lead men to all happinefv 
thty have been the greatcft. foes to the 
eafe'and comfort of men, preferring acs 
attrtimes their own pride and grandeur to* 
the peace and welfare of nations. : That 
A 3 fi^ri 
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Sqt this end, they have promoted and 
epcouraged fuperftition in the people, 
opprrQion aod tyranny in princes ^ have ^ 
footheJ and flattered wicktd kings in 
all thtir violent and ruinous meafures; 
have preached dodrinca of flavery, juf- 
•tified all defpotic and arbitrary encroach- 
ments; have taught that obedience to 
the will of the ptince was the indifpen- 
fable duty of the people, and that where 
the latter could not in confcience com. 
ply with the demands of the former, 
tby muft not however fefift, but be 
/>i^^ where they could not be active i 
and that by thcfe felfiffi and lying doc- 
trines, they have brought this nation ta 
the very brink of rum and perdition. 

It wiil here be manifefl to you» that 
they were the men that bred all the dif-* 
cord betwixt King Charles I. and hia 
parliament i that fuch Brebrands as Laud^ 
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A^^fmvaring^ and others (tht Sdchivereh 
oiihtLt day) advifed and promoted all th^ 
cruet am} pernicious Hi^-Cemmjfion ttA^ 
Sim>€^amier courts^ and hurried on that - 
pcifice to thoTe illegal practices, if hich - 
afterwards juftly brought him to the block :. 
for it is evident that he defervcd ir^ and 
that the people were under a neceflhy 
either of' cutting him off, or of being* 
flaVes themfclves without redemption. 

Hence you will learn, that it muft be , 
the extremeft (lupidity and infatuation, 
the cffeft either of the grcateft ignorance^ 
or the greateft malice, to countenance or 
fupport any power ia priefts^ and that 
it is the duty of all men to oppofe and 
break their power by all poITible means ; 
that: it is poifon and d( ftruf^ion both to 
ret^ton and ciyiL government, to give 
tbe miotfters t)f reli^on any power, ex- 
cept that of reafon and pcrfuaikm ^-this ; 
bebig all ibe power which confifls wit^i the; 
i 7 nature 
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natum 6€ chriftlaiiity'(a ffeee apdnuifiital' 
f«Kgion) and witb t^irpeaceraAct inippmBGk 
ef hamanh fockty: foe that- Wborevert? 
prbflfs^imd more t>ower; the^ dways^enHif 
pioyed'it ta the word purpo&si toiblmd^' 
deceive, and enflavc ihe* world'. 

T5ou will learn alfo. from hence». npt to- 
be zbuk4 ^pd vi^pofed upon by wprds 
and foundat ^d particularly by the word 
Chttrck, the mod fenfelefs \found of all 
others, vAnth ha$ no meaning but a wicked 
one I fo|j the pricfts never ufc ic but either 
fer fpnd fijperftition or terrible dominion : 
and when they damn a manin their creeds,, 
worry him in their diabolical courts^ and: 
throw him into prifon, and call thifr the- 
Ppwer< df the Church j, they can mean- no- 
thing by that phrale but their cwft power .. 
thcfe things being as contrary to chrifti- 
anity, as they are to all reafon and natural, 
jaftice. And indeed^ i£ the chriiitM re** 
%ion gav« the icaftccuACenpnce to fuohk. 

«; pradices^ 



pv^tce8»)]»0^;ix»racle9 Qpuld fuppori^ h&.. 
c£vinc: pftectd^QnsraiC teaft it couljd nevti:, 
proceed ffomt « rigbtepu^ ^nd goftd ii^inga. 
You wiUhcnc« rej-A wUh /corn t^ic g«at, 
argumcfit urged by psiefis in fupport of 
their opprefilve dcwngs, wz, that, they * 
have the lavi^on tbiirfide v which will 
juftify Popay^ the Inquifitionj the 5<j^i/<» 
and every tyranny under heaven. Yon 
Mfill be amazed, that in fuch an age as this^ 
an age boafting of light and knowledge^ 
there fli'ould be fo many abfurd doiSttinea- 
and fuch iniquitous praflJces in the ejiu'^ 
blijbed religion: witncfa the Jtlfbanafian, 
creed, 6?^, and wicncfs the confifeation 
of men's goods,^ and the imprifonment 
rf their perfons for non-payment of tythe,, 
(^c. And finally,^ you. will hence plainly* 
fee, that thofe men are thegrcateft friends 
to fociety, and worthy of all fupport and 
encouragement, who are* for ftrlpping 
prlcfts of all their power : that to vilify 

atulf 



an4 abufe fuch men^ is tnonfliroa» f (»% 
and a fort ofhightreafon to thircoitiiMODT 
wealth 1 iince the fmbKe cml havt no fe* 
curity fbr its Kbcfty smd hdppinefs^ whiift 
priefts are rampant and mighty ^ and they 
and their trumpery will floarifh eternaHjr^ 
if no man ffiall dare to ccmtradiA and op« 
pofc them/ ^- - '\ . 

Thefe, Sir, are reflexions, which a maa 
of your underftanding wiH naturally make^ 
on aperi^fal of the following traifls; whicb 
being of; jgrcat worth and value, on very 
kiterefttng and important fubjedts, are 
here collefled and prefervcd : and! I per- 
suade myiiblf, that they will have a place-' 
in every library, among other defences of 
liberty and the rights of mankind^ againit 
air invaders and oppr^ori thereof. . 

I .only add, that it will give me a fm^ 
gular pleafure to find chat this dedication^ 
contribidtes to.- youc firm eftabUihmi^nt in. 

the 
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the pHnciplesoFlibertyyand that I am with 
Ihe moft liearty w^es for fQa^ wrtfiu-e 
and happineis, 

■ ' ^ ' '*f ' > *. 

Sir, 

Tour moji (^e£enlt 

Hidiard Bsqron. 
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Sut traS of time, and long 

(ITbat nurje oftnce, this »inj 

Lulled tbejbepberdt imfuchficuritf, 

Tbat, not content vntb loyal obeyjanct^ 

Some *gan to gape at greeih governance, 

^nd match tbemfelves witb mighty pctentatet$ 

Leveri of lord/b^s, and troublert ifftatett Sf i K c s i • 
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SHORT VIEW. 



THE behaviotir 6f the xlergy hariag 
fccmcd to be very extraordinary oa 
fome late occafions, I was led by 
ttiy Fcflef^ioos on that head to make fomc 
further enquiry, than I had hitherto done, 
ivhat the conduA of that fet of men had been 
frooi the more early times of onr goveminenc 
down to the prefent, and what had been 
the opinions of the wifeft of our anceftort 
About it. 

I thought it was far from Improper at this 
tim<i to know not only what reftridions to the 
{>ower and weaUh of the church, the legi* 
flatare had formerly deemed rcquifue, but alfo 
whether the clergy had not by their behaviour 
made thofe reftricSUons abfolutely neceflTary. 
From thence we may better know what to 
think of their clamours of late, upon any ac« 
tempt to put the leall limits to their property, 
or reflriflions to their power, in fuch cafes, 
where it might be made ufe of to opprcfs way 
of ihcir fellow-fubjefts. 

B a For 



4 The Pillars^// Priestcraft 

For though the reafonableDcfs of laws tt 
prevent the abufe of power, or an exorbitant 
incrcafc of property in aay fet of men, where 
there is only a probabiliry of either, is hfelf 
fufficient to recommend the enading them, 
even though we had not already been fenfible 
of fuch abufes ; yet the neceflity cf fuch law« 
is ftiil farther enforced, when founded on ex- 
amines and experience, and conficmed by the 
opinions of our wife predeceflbis. 

It is for thk reafen, I trouble ehe pub- 
lic with the following flieets, that by laying 
before them in as ihort and coospendious a 
manner, as I am able, an hifiorical acooum 
of the condu6b of the clergy of this nation, 
as far as it any way affected civil affairs fince 
the time of Pf^iUiam I. they may form a judg* 
ment from matters of fad, how far neceflarj 
all precautions in the laity againft the defigiK 
of the clergy are, according as they fee this 
condu£t of theirs has promoted the public good 
or otherwife. 

Whoever looks into our antient 'hiftories, 
will find the clergy have been always guided 
by a didioft intereA of their own, moft fre- 
quently contrary to that of the nation: inflead 

cf z^ax\T\<\ tbe liberty of the people, they 
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kave been moft inftrumental in all attempts 
to deftroy it \ inftead of propagating geoerous 
notions of freedom, they have conftantly en- 
deavoured to ioftil into the minds of men 
the moft fla^i(h maxims, and taught leflbn; 
of the moft blind and abjefl fubmiilioD. 

Their oppofitioa to power, whenever they 
have made any,, has generally been factious 
and felfifb, not grounded on motives of re- 
gard for the good of the commonwealth^ 
but occarK>ned by fome attempt. upon their 
temporal intereft or privileges, which was 
often no other than ajuft intention of retrench* 
ing their encroachments upon the crown, and 
peoplet 

Accordingly we may obferve, that tfie moft 
dangerous defigns againft the public have 
been formed by fuch of our princes, who be- 
gan with fecuring the clergy to their intereft 
by great coodefcenfioos to them ; for we fel- 
dom find the clergy to have failed returning 
the compliment by a concurrence in promot- 
ing the moft arbitrary attempts by their doc- 
trine and anions. 

The ufe the dei^y have made of wha( 

power they have acquired under fuch princes,r 

B 3 has 
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has always been moft infupportable to thfi 
kity, efpecially to fuch as have oppofed it, 

I will not detain the reader any loogec 
from forming bis own judgment on. this fob?- 
jeft, but haften to my relation of fafts, by 
which only I defire he may be determined, 
9$ he fhall find them agreeable to truth, ta 
which I have endeavoured to havci the ftriflcfl 
regard.. 

The battle of HaJUngs^ gamed by the duke 
of Normandyy would have been very far from 
determining the fate of this CQuatry, had the 
Englijh fnfficientfy uniledin ks defence. He 
was in poffcilion of but one caftlc in the king- 
dom, that of Dover. The earls Marcar and 
Bdwiny who had diftinguKhed themfelves al« 
ready in the defence of their country, had 
ihut them&lv^^ Qp in Lcndan with, the re- 
ipains of the^ army defeated at Hafitngs^ 
WilliGTn could not wiihout evident danger 
march into the heart of th.e kingdom, and 
leave that city behind hioi in poflfeffion of 
his enemies ; nor could he lay iiege to a place^ 
thatwonld coft him much time, and employ 
the greateft part of his army, which was no 
large one, without leaving alt the remote ' 
counties in England at liberty io take pro- 
{»er meafures for their fecuriiy, and to raife 

(evcrai 
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federal armies, whidi aiigkt have been greatly 
faperior to his OWO4 

Wbilfi he was in this perplexed fitiiatioi!» 
the Englijh bad no reafon to defpair ; and in- 
deed the two earls jiift mentioDed ufed all their 
efforts to animate the iMdmirs. 

To unite them the more> it was propofed to 
declare yonog SJgar king. In this generous 
defign it was reafonable to think, the clergy 
won!d have nnanimonfly concurred. One 
would expeA to find that body of men mak- 
ing ufe of all their ioflocace over the p«>ple 
to infpire them with a fenfe of the duty, they 
owed their country, and the obligations they 
were >inder to venture their lives in defending 
it from an army of rapacious adventurerai 
that they would have employed their inters 
cejffion with heaven (which they would wil- 
lingly have thought to be (b efficacious) to 
avert the impending flavery, and by it have 
promoted a confident zeal in their couotrymeni to 
exert themfelves wkh intrepidity in fo glorious 
a caufe. 

But how Kttle was the public good any 

motive of their conduft! they coutd not think 

of continuing a war, which expofed the lands 

of the church to rapine and defolation, when 

B4 bf 



Iff a tifKl; fe^lfi(4 of At fibcrly of t&cir 
fellow- fubjeflsy they had U &i^ thiQir poirer to 
make their own terms : they coald not help 
NiPg p^rtM in favour of one, wfa0 had qq« 
dcrcak^a his cfttcrpri«e v^th the couoieaaiicr 
of the pogq: aifid ibxy iho^ght the ehntcb 
might make an aoplftioo of. wealth and povset 
under a prince, that had the charafler of be- 
ing religmis^ and who could not hot tbink 
bimfetf ondcr the greaieft obligations to them^ 
ihould the peop Is bf their meant bt prevailed 
00 to retdre hka for their king. 

With thefe Tiewt they oppoTed the defiga^ 
of rtie people, who had now come to a refo- 
Inttoo of phidag yonog * EJg^ on the throne ^ 
but by the l»(hops declaring (orJf^iUiMif the 
dtizena were by their example et laft peeraU'd 
on to open tsheir gates» and receive bim« 

Thus, by the. biiefefted cahaU of the dergjr 
WMfft the JS^fA Aitia^ed fronk uniting ii» 
defence of theii^ country ; and the definMa 
jiftte of libeny, ft>qo*ri on a«d fequred by pcu^ 
dent and whokfome laws, which tKey ha4 
enjoyed under the race of Saxon kings, wa» 
cJhanqed for. the oppreffive government of a 
Norman invader. ' 

• Ceteri preares Etigarum eliginnt, fi ipifcopos 

Nor 
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Nor was it long before tjje cVrgy theflirelvet 
foQod, how ill groooded their felfifli policy 
had been, notwithflapdiog the moDafteries had 
a fliare in the diftributioa of king Har9lf% 
treaftire ; but what oppoiitioQ aoy of thed 
made to the iovafion of their owo rights^ 
when they had given up thofe of their coun-" 
try, ferved only as a pretext for a more rigo- 
rous treatment. 

Dtg-ing the life of Wtliam Rufusy the cler- 
gy felt, fo. great a Ihare in the general op* 
preiBon of that, reign^ and were always fo 
difregacded by hiip, that they had* very little 
opportunity of furnifhing any circumftances 
by their condufi worth relating here. It may 
not however be amifs to obferve, that tl^ 
promoter and inllrument of all this oppreflioft 
and violence^ was Rauuiph Fkmbert^ bilhop 
of Durham *. 

. Hinry I. had not been long on the throne, 
before the encroaching fpirit of the cburcb 
difcovered itfelf in the perfon of Anftlm^ arch- 
bifliop of Canterbury. That haughty prelate 
refolved to wreft from the king his right of 
inveflicure of biihops and abbots ^ a prero* 
gativehispredecefforshad enjoyed without dif«- 
torbance, and with great reafooi for other* 

• U. Paris. 
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"wife the clergy might have made ii one of 
their pretences for denying, they owed the 
foandation of their authority to the civil power. 
In purfuance of this defigii, upon the king's 
fliewiDg (bme refolotion at firft to maiotain 
his right, Anfelnij attended by feveral prelates 
who had refigned iheir bilhopricks, infolcntly 
carried his complaints to Romi^ and defired 
the pope by h]s ible authority to r«-i&ftate 
them in their fees. We may hifer from 
♦ M. Parisy the. good archbiftiop jyodged it no. 
ffmony in fo righteous a caufe, to make nfe 
of the rhetorick of gold with his holinefit 
yrho failed not to grant his cequeft. In tbit 
maQner did the ambition, of that prelate not 
only invade the juft rights of the king, I>ut 
introduced a precedent, through. the want of re* 
folution in //i?«ry, tending to render both him 
and his fucceflbrs flavesto the•papa^authorit3^ 
which never failed' by its iuterpofition in all 
afTairs of this kind to improve them to its own 
advantage. 

Upon the death of Htnry^ we are jfbrnilhed 
with a moft lively inflance of the regard, the 
clergy paid to the moft. folemn oaths taken, in 

• Tunc fiin demtntijpmay qti^ nuJU daji con^ 
/ueTtt (dummvdp albi a^iquid <vel rubei inter cedai) 
p,-a/iriptos*p$ntifias iS ubbates^ ad priftinof dignitas^i 
mJ^riCP'^dUer moarvit., M, Part's^ p. 49^ 

ll» 
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t^oMft poblic maaiief. Before the depar* 
Wre of the late king to Normandfy he called 
ao * ailembly of the great men, in which the* 
bifliops were the firft, that fwore to ackoow- 
ledge his daughter the emprefs^ Matilda fos 
their (bverdgn, in cafe Htnrj died without 
iXTae male. The right of bifth undoubtedly 
pleaded in her behalf, and her defeent by 
her mother's fide from the race of Saao^ 
kiog^, was a circumfianee, which could not 
bat greatly recomoieod her to the. Englijb. 
Howevei:, H^wrf% death* which, fell out ia 
a (horttime after, waa no fooaerkuowo, ibao 
the der^ declared Uk favour of Sapbmy and' 
by their example, not only countenanced part 
of the nobility in the violation of the oath fo» . 
lately taken to MatiUa^ but by their ft4>erior 
power ia the kingdom dcterr^ others fron> 
oppofing their defigns. Thf . archbUhop of 
Canterbury^ the bifliops. of WinchtfttTy, and 
Salifiury^ were three of the rkheft fubjeAs iot 
England: the laft owed hi& rife, from, nothing 
aa it were, to the late kiog, whofe will he 
was ungratefully now going to fubverC; I will 
juft mention what Rapln fliya on this occafion». 
who. entirely attributes. Stiphin\ advaoccment 
to the clergy^ *' It waa (faya he) a great ad- 
** vantage to StifAtn to have. -foe him. three: 

&6 «<|celkti^ 
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<' prdares, wbofe iate^eflr feeured Mm the M^ 
«♦ fragcs of the ctergf. This body was diea 
« fo powerfiji, rfitt the lay-lords who tvcre 
•'not in the plot, did not diink themfelve^ 
^ able to qppofe the defign, which they ftw 
"was entirely formed, of pladag Stepbik on 
** the throne} fincc all the bHhops declared la 
*• his favour, not one attempted to fpeak for 
«« Matilda, fo great an Influence had the ex- 
«♦ ample and aathority of the clergy 6ver tbe 
•* minds of the nobles^ and people." How 
falft the'' aflerfions were, on^wMch the bkhops 
croiinded the erafion of theh^ oaths^ appears 
from tlie opinion of Matmshny; TBat hifto- 
Tian mentioning the reafon, which the bifliop 
of Salfsiury alledged in his hearing- concludes 
with faying/ that he ♦ does not mention it 
thcit as giving any credit to thoft'wbr ds of a 
maui who couia fo well accommodate himfelf 
to all times, as fortune (hifted- the fcenc, but 
in order to difcharge his duty as an hiftorian. 
Let us now fee how they bthaycd to that Su- 
pben, whom they had placed oa. the throne. • 
They were not long befSje they /hewed the 
ufe, they intended to make of the advancement 
of a king, who was indebted folely to them- 
felves for it. Th^y fuppofed, he would not 
ihffik it his intcreft to difturb them in the 

♦ Malmib.fol. 99^ 

defign 
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defign they had formed, of embracti^ the pre« 
ieiit opportunity to reader themfelves formida* 
aftle^ add become lodepeodeiit of him and his 
foecefllbrs fiir the fature. In order to accom- 
plifc this projed, they not only fortified foch 
caflks, as tbey bad already ia their bands, bnt 
cre^d feveiat aew ones. They outvied all 
rise nobifity in thetBagnifiee^eof their faonfea 
aifd retinue, and afle£ted to appear fb nume* 
ronfly attended on all occafions, that they 
looked much more li^e military chiefs at the 
head of f6 many little armies, than the^ n^eqk 
and peaceable pallors of Chrift's flock. 

It cannot be wondered at, tl^ara behayioujc 
of this kipd alarmed the kiag» ^4 almoft ne^ 
ceiQtated him to take thoTe ^ep3 towards de<f 
privibg fome of them pf th^ir c^ftles^ .which 
afterwards luTolved bim in fo. much trouble* 
It was not onj^ his own private fentimeot^t 
which determined him in that pointj but tb^ 
advice of mbfl of th^ nobles concurred with 
his own opinion,, tha( fome flop ibould be 
- jput to the formidable power of the biibop^ % 
which increafed fo faft. But however de* 
firable this might be, it was now not to be' 
efFeded : the ckrgy liad fo great an Hiiluence 
over the lower people, that the uatioa was ia 

t 
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a flame at the king's fdzlog the bUhop's caftles^ 
Religion kfelf was looked upon as iovftded, 
which, as Rapin fays, was now thought to 
confift in uphddiDg the church in whatever 
pri?ileges and immunities^ flie herfelf was 
pleafed to alTotfie. The biAops openly taliced 
of oppofiog (he king by arms, and became fo 
firong, that great numbers of ihe lay lords 
thought it fafeft to go over to their iide. 
Stephen had mdeed feme tin^ before given 
the people in general too much caufe to alter 
the good opinion they had once entertained 
of him ; and we find feveral baroos had then 
takcA up asms againft him in defence of tbeis 
Bberty : but that affiiir had as this time been« 
made up, and, as I before obferved, it was 
now die fentiments of moil of the lay- lords, 
that the power of the bifhops required a (lop 
to be ptit to it t though when the attempt had' 
embroiled the king in the(e troubles, but few 
of thofe lords had recovered tfieir cfleem for 
him fo far, as to aflert his caufe with the zeaf, 
they would otherwife have done, and drawi 
upon themftlves the fury of a body of men at 
that tijoie more formidable tbaa their own. 

But that the ground of tliis^ quarrel was.na 
national* caufe, appears further from hencOii 
Had the point in difjpute concerned the public 
fibecty, the king iniiA hate aofweiad for his 



coadoA odIj before the great council of the 
kingdom} whereas in this calie he was cited 
before a fynod at Wincheftit *, convened bjr 
thebifliop of that place as legate: which not 
<»nly fliews the difpote to be particular with 
thebifliopty but was itfelf a greater infult o£[ered 
the coammmty, than ever Sof^ had been 
guilty of. 

Daring this difpute> Matilda thought itfti 
favourable juo^lure to land iin England^ _^niS^ 
claim her right to the crown. She no (boner 
arrived, than, the dergy were forward to de- 
clare for her : but the bifliop of Wituhtftir^ 
who had hitherto chiefly excited and promoted 
she troubles^ of the king his brother, begua 
now to fee his error in raifing the ftonn 
fo high, and that his own ruin would be infepa- 
rable from that of hk brother With this 
confideradon,. he, at firft, did him fomefervicei 
but no iboner had the chance of war declared 
itfelf in. favour of Matilda by Stipbitft be- 
ing taken^ prifoner, thaa^ he agahi^ threw up 
his brotberV caufe, and won by a promife, that 
he ihould difpofe of aU ecclefiaftical prefer- 
ments, undertook to procure Matilda the fufL 
frages of the ctergy to eleA* her queen. lb 
order to this he convened'a fynod by his Ibga^ 
tine authority! the day before the openings of 

« MalmslU 

Hhidk 
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which he conferred in privBte firft with the 
bi(hops, then with the abbots, and laAiy with 
the arch-deacons. When the time appointed 
for their meeting was come, after he had made 
a fpeeeh, in which he pnblickly aflerted * tbe 
prindpal right of cbtifing a prince belonged to 
thexlergy, the fynod declared. MaiiJda queen. 
It was thas with an unheard-of, and unprecq- 
dented infalence the clergy alone pretended to 
give the nation a fovereiga without confulting 
the barons^ Qay contrary to the fcntiments c^ 
c^any pf them, who had at this time (ent 
"their deputies with tbofe of the" city of Lofh 
don Id demand Sfephere% liberty. But this 
meflage had no other tSc&. than to draw an 
excommunication upon the king and his ad- 
herents. ' 

However mon (Irons this conduct appears to 
be, the meafnre of their iafoJent and treadle- 
xous proteediogs was not yet compleated : for 
in. a very ihort time afterwards the hilhop of 
Wif^hi^fier having been dilbbliged' by MatUd^t 
be once mar? defert^d her caafe i and aflem- 
.blin§ another fyqod at JVeftminfttr^ be* found 
.bis b^^thren nothing loath in undoing, what 
they had fo lately done at Winchefttr., Sttr 
pbett^ who was now at liberty^ having beea 

? Mahmb.f9l. 1 06. tn>W./tf/. ip8. 
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exchanged for the duke of Ghuufttr^ wtt agent 
ecteowkdged' by Ihcm acs khig, tt«4 MtafHJa 
k har tuirB escotosinflkiced mth her adhe«r 
senta. This ehaftge feoa rendered berafllirt 
f9L defperate^ that fte waa oblijged' to quit thb 
kingdom, and leave Stepbm hi jfoACea of af 
crown, whidi he firft obtained, afterwarda 
loft^ and again recovered hy the iairigiiaa itid 
power of the ecckfiamcka* 

The power the chetch aflbmed to hfelf h» 
the next reign^ and the entire independence' 
ea. the flate, that it laid claim to> eridentiy . 
appears in the conteft between Hnnj II. and^ 
Biciit. The laity were rednced to a kind of 
flavery by the clergy : whatever outrages they 
fiiffiared from them, they dnrft not repel for 
fen of excommnmcatkm (the efieda of which 
were at that time ib teniUe) nor conhf 
diey expeft any rcdkela from the laws, fince 
the ecdeiiafticks cbimed a privilege of' being^ 
tried only in'theiv own courts; there every 
thing was carried on with the moft open 
partiality ; the eccleiiafticks were only lia- 
ble to flight corre£HoDS, and' for the moff 
heinous crimes pnnifted no further than with 
degradation, Ihort fufpenfion, or ibort con- 
finement* 



It 
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It was proved *, dierc had beea alxyve a 
hnadred miirders committed by chardimeo 
fiace the king's acceffioo to the throne, of 
whom not one bad been paniflicd So mock as 
by dcgraditioa. 

For attempHog to redrefs fuch an nspa* 
ralieled enormity, the king and the whole 
body of peers in parliament, were treated by 
this hanghty prelate with that infolence, and 
open contempt of their authority, as fills eveqr 
reader of this part of our hiftory with the m- 
moft incligtiation« 

Of fuch confeqneoce is it at all thnes to 
prevent every ftep, which may iafenfibly tend 
to procufc fuch wealth and power in the clergy, 
pr any oiher (ct of men, as may create an 
independency in them ; fince we fee a prince 
of fo much fpirit, as Hfnry !!• i^ allowed to 
be, for endeavouring to retrench that part of 
ecclefiaftical nfurpation, which proteAed cri- 
minals from judice, farced to attone for this 
ib unchriAian and wicked attempt, by the 
Hnaft abjefl condefcenfioa and fuhmiflions 
though his deidgn bad the good wi(bes and 
concurrence of all the nobility in the ktog« 

• Xafirr^ ntoK i. sz6. TVW» tranj!^ 
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lioio, who at this time groaaed tUMkr thi 
)if iecckfiaftical yoke. 
b 

e; Richard Ps was t retgD, in which we find 

i very Kttle {^d (tf ecclefiafiical afiairs or pcr«* 
ions. That prince was bat a few months la 
England after he came to the crown* The 
^ accounts of that tine chiefly concern that ro- 
1^^ mantle expedition of his to the Ucfy-land^ 
fo expenfive to hb country, and fatal to 
himfelf in being made prifoner by the 
peror. 



The tyrannical gorernment of khg Jibn madie 
the oppofitioa, which lie met with from his 
barons, aa indifpenfitble duty, they owed thenn 
felTcs, thdr country, and poflerity. The tem- 
per of this monarch was fuch a mixture of 
folty, pride, and meannefs, that it was impof- 
fible» but he ihould embroil himfelf with all 
lets of men, however different and oppofite 
their ittterefls might be. Therefore though 
the clergy feem to have a great fliare in the 
events of this reign, we fliouid however care* 
fully diftinguifli the motives of their condud, 
as well as coaiequences of it, from that of the 
baroos« The firft troubles of tmportaiice ki 
this reign wetfbooierely ecclefiaftica]* The 
pope*s nominating cardinal Langton to the fee 
ef Cantirburj^ planged the kingdom into ^ttj 



gr^ftt dlfficjultleg a»i miicry. TKe ldag*» cdtfi 
fill to admit him a$ archbilhop, brought ao ii^ 
terdiA on the kingdom -, and the clergy were 
foisti from b^ing'dilpleafed at this ufurpacioft 
ia the fope, that tliofe few of them, who vtrouli 
williogly have leflcoed the general confolioa 
McaGofiedby theintardifl^bycontiaoisigtaper* 
iotm tile duties of their office^ ftich as reading 
jirayery burying the dead, ajid the like, met with 
CPatiiHiat mfu'tt& from the zealots *• Thit 
drew i]f oa the ecclefiafticks the king's ntmoil 
feverity, who feiied on their lands, impri* 
foned their perfons, and committed all manner 
of ontniges on tbem« The iaterdid was faoo 
ftfter followed by an excomauaicatiofl of the 
kiia^t and the people were abiblred by the pope 
from their oath of allegiance^ 

The nation in general bad been fi) mncli 
ppprefled,, that the barons took this occafion 
to throw off aU obedience to king ?«£«• Had 
he been a priiice in the efieem of his febjedts, 
no dottbt they would have greatly refented 
tills infttk to their fovereign. But the con- 
^nence vss, the king to fuppprt himiielf 
tgaioA the lords, found hmfelf obliged to 
filbi^ to the holy fee, whfife reconcSiation 
was to be purchafed on no other terms than a 

. ♦ RafiM, iioL I. /» 2^. 

reCgnation 
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irefignatioQ of iiis crowa after the moft igoo- 
miDioas manDQr to the pope, in the perfon of 
iAs legate \ which he was to receive back, and 
hold ever after as his vaflal, acrd as fnch to 
•pay -a yearly tribute. The general defeftion of 
ihe barons, which foBowed, thongh they made 
a political ufe <£ thefe troubles, yet was a thin^ 
'quite dtflinfi from them, and founded wholly 
on principles of liberty. And as the ground^ 
were difiereot, fo were the conlequentes : the 
firft rendered the kingdom tribuury to the 
fte of Rome^ the latter procured the figning of 
Magna Charta^ that bafis of the liberty cf 
England ever fince. 

It will perhaps be faid, that after the recoo- 
ciliatioQ of Jein to the pope, from which 
time he condemned the banons oppofition, and 
fent a legate to reconcile tlie king to the 
-dergy, yet they ftill refufed to comply with 
the terms propoTed, and feveral of them ad«* 
hered firmly to thecauie of the t>arons. 

But we may with great reafoo condode the 
qoafijderation of their own particular intereftr 
was what influenced them chiefly on that ocp-: 
cafion s for the reparations fettled by the * pope 
for the damages, the clergy had (ithained from 

• M. Paris. 

the 



. BlU ibac ih^ rcgtrd for tfas iotcreft of t\m 
)Mty wa$ PQ grentet than at ocber times, plata^ 
iy appears fr<HB the opeo auenpts they chear 
felves made cowards f^Tcrtj(pg:tbe lafwa, Hrkkh 
ny lord; (Uii mmii<in» iti >hi9 pr^ace to the 
^tkuli cliti^. «« ID tile foity^fecond year of 
•« ^017 IIL Bvfifocg arcfaijiflioi^ of Cm$^^ 
f^- htry, made dherfe and maay canons aaJ 
^ conffitntiom proviodd, dfredly ag4tnft the 
^ lavsof the realm, and tending t6 nrurp and 
¥. encroach upon 'many' matters- which appa* 
^ rently belonged to the common law ; bat 
« Mtmithftanding the greatne6 of Bonifaa^ 
^ and that dittrfe of thejadges of the realm 
« were of the dcrgy, and all the great officers 
* of the rcahn, as chancellor, trcafarer, privy 
^ ktiU&c. were prelates, ytt the judges pro- 
^ ceeded according to the' Jaws of the realm, 
^ and fflU kept, though. with jgreat difficulty^ 
^ the ecclefiaftical courts' within their juft and 
« proper limits." We may reafonably con- 
clude, bad the kiDg taken the method, fome 
of his more politic fucceflbrs. have done, of 
attaching the clergy to his intereft, by fcew-. 
ing a zeal for their pretended rights, and a. 
readlnefs in contributing to the advancement, 
of their riches and power, and had himfelf 

* Second <V9h oflnjt. 

only 
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only plundered and harafled his other fab- 
jefls; he would have met with their full con- 
tdrrence in his defigns : and all precautions iti 
the Jaity for the fecurity of their libertyi would 
have been cenfured as unwarrantable, and re- 
bellious. For what could not be expefted 
from a fet of men, whofe power and weafth 
were hfecotae fb dangerous'to liberty, and their 
endeavours to ehcreafe them fo ftrenuoas,' that, 
Ss the great man juft -quoted feys, it was with 
great difficulty the laws of the land were refcned 
from their all-engroffing ambition ? 

^ In this and the following Tfign» wc may 
obferve, bow difficult it was by the wifell 
provifions and reftri£lions of the la>y to pre- 
vent the clergy from evading fuch ftatutes as 
fct aoy bounds to their wealth or power. A( 
the time of figoing Magna Charta by Henry^ 
the barons were fo fenflble of the dangerous 
cpnfequence of the immenfe riches, the church 
was every day acquiring, that they inferted a 
claufe to prevent the further difpofitioa of 
lands to religious houfes. But the clergy found 
fo many ways to creep out of that flatute, and 
their poITeffions continued ilitl to encreafe fo 
faft, that in the'fiventh oi Edward I. the fta* 
tute of mortmain was enafted to the general joy 
of the people. The words intended to provide 
againft their devices arc fo ftrong, that I will 
VOL. II. C infert 
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. infert them here ; ** ♦ ^od nullus nGgiofm 
^^ aut alius quicunqug titras aut ten^menU 
** aliqua emere vd vendire fub colore dma^ 
•< ttonis aut termini^** (and to prevent all 
other inTentions and evafions^ thefe general 
words were added) ** aut ratiem aberius ti* 
*^ tttli terras aui tiMmenta ab aiiqua recipere^ 
" aut alio quovis tnodo^ aite vel i ngenio^ Jibi 
** approprian prsefumatf fub forisfa£ikra eoruji" 
*' dorum." 

A man would have thought, fays my lord 
Cokej that this ihould have prevented all new 
devices ; but they foon found out an evafioa 
for this ftatute alfo. 

In the progrefs of this reign we fee the 
grounds of their oppofition in the former fully 
fnade out by thb willingnefs, the clergy {hewed, 
in making ufe of .the pope's authority, when- 
ever it chimed with their own intereft : they 
now made a bull of Boniface VIII. f a pre- 
tence to exempt them from the payment of 
any taxes to fecular princes, without the con- 
fent of the holy fee; and by fo doing, openly 
put themfelves upon a foot of independence 
on the reft of the kingdom ; and even aiTumed 

• Sii lord Coi^s ma^na charta^ cL 36. 
>t M, Weft. 405. Ifalfing. p. 68. 
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a fapcrierfty, by declaring they were not obliged 
to join with them in contributing to the public 
expences, * 

In the clofe of this reign, the bifhops gi\re 

lis a further more convincing proof of what 

I have before fiid, that hitherto whenever 

they fhewed a dtfapprobation of ^ny innova^- 

tions or oppreffions, it was merely becaufe 

they had no (hare in the profits. EdwarH^ 

notwithfianding the encomiums of fome hi- 

ftorians, had no lefs fondnefs for arbitrary 

power than his predeceilbrs, though his fuperior 

tinderftandiog made him icnfible, how necef- 

fary it was to conceal it ; of which he was 

convinced by the refoiute behaviour of fome of 

the barons. However, towards the decline 

of his life, he began to aA with lefii referve 

in that refpefl ; and having procu^d- from 

R$me a diijpenfation of his oath, in regard to 

the two charters, he by virtue of a grant 

from thence levied the tenth of all ecelefiafli- 

cal revenues for two years; in coniideration 

of which, the pope referved to himfelf the 

firft-fruits of all the benefices. Hefe oni 

would imagine, that the chief men of' the 

clergy were concerned in the greateft degree 

to prevent any innovation of this kind, which 

fo particularly aflPe^led their Own body; but 

in this care was ta&en, that the bilhops (hould 

C % have 
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have a fdlow-feeliog) and therefore they quiet- 
ly fubmitted to it: for * M. of Weftmin* 
Jier tells us, the pope was induced to this 
through the covetoufnefs of the bi(hops, who 
fubmitted to this innovatiou, oa condition 
that they might e^joy one year's profits of all 
.vacant benefices in their gift. .. At the fame 
time the parliament -f (hewed a more difiaz^ 
tercfted regard for the clergy, than their own 
heads had done, by prohibiting the collectors 
to gather the tax, though the power of the 
king made their prohibitions ufel^fs. 

Never was the parHaitierit more fenfibl^ of 
the ccclefiaftical yoke, or more ready to come 
to refolutions of putting a ftop to the papal 
oppreilions, than ViXiAtt Edward \L But the 
weaki^e^ of that king, and the circumftances 
\^ Waf ^, made all their endeavours lAeffec- 
tuaL The clergy were fo fatisfied of his 
weaknefs, and fo intoxicated with their own 
pride and power, that they committed the 
laoft unparalleled infult and violence to pub- 
lie juftice, the laws of the realm, and therein 
tp the w,hole nation. Jdam OrUUn |, bifhop 
^iHireford^ having been indifled of high* 
treafon, for being concerned with Mortimer 
eail of March in his open rebellion ; the arch- 

• Mat. JViflm. 457. t Rapiir. % Walfing.p. 1 19. 
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bifliops of Canterlury^ Tort, and Dublin, with 
revei^al of Iheir fuffragans, came to the bar, 
and by force took him away, thrcatning to 
excommunicate all that fiiould oppofe them, 
and proceed againft him : and this they did 
i^ider pretext of the canons * of the jchurcb, 
though the benefit of the clergy, however they 
h^d found means of late to extend it, was 
never allowed to reach to high-treafon againil 
the king. And all this was done in defence 
of a man the moft abandoned by every vir- 
tue, and of whofe character nothing can con- 
vey a more perfed idea, than his own ordei: 
afterwards to the keepers of the unhappy 
Edward : ^* Bdwardum ecciden mlit$ timen 
" bonumeft:^ 

Under Edward III. (mod emineotly th; 
bed and greateft of our princes, who under 
niably deferves thofe exicomjums given him 
by hiftorians, which flattery, or want of dif^ 
cernment, made them too apt to beflow oa 
others) niore vigorous methods were takea 
by the king and parliament, to deliver t^he na^ 
tion from the fo long complained of papal op^ 
j)reflion8. With that intent the ft^tute^ of 
provifors and praemunire were enafted : the 
firft to prevent the court of Rome from dif- 

. • Sef lord'Coke's id Inft^ /. 6J4, andd^i. ' 
[ C 3 poflDg 



30 The Pillars of Priestcraft 

pofiDg of ecclefiaflical benefices contrary n^ 
the right of the king, or any other perfon i the 
fecood to prevent the fubjeAs of England car- 
rying caufes to any foreign or other conrt, the 
cognizance of which belonged to the king's 
courts. However^ notwithftanding tbefe pre- 
cautions, we find the grievances fliil continnedi 
and' the pope cxaAed as a tax from ecdefia* 
flical dignities, ** five * limes as much as the 
<• tax of all the profits that appertained to the 
*• king by the year of this whole realm." Ac- 
cordingly we find hardly any meeting of parlia- 
ment in (his reign » in which thefe grievances 
are not complained of, notwithftanding the 
jRatutes made^ and fo frequently confirmed for 
preventing them. 

Now when we confider the unanimous and 
tonftsnt opinion of both king and parliament 
on this head, and the vigorous refolutions, 
they fo often came to ; can we reafonably ac- 
couor, why the meafures taken by them 
fliould prove inefie^lual any other way than 
from the timidity or connivance of the clergy 
thentfelves ? Both of which I think^ appear 
pretty plain. The parliament exprefsly men- 
tion the firft, in faying *« f the whole clergy 

• Cotton's Pari. Roll, 50 EJ. III. 
t Pari. RM 50 W. III. 
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" were fo obedient to the pope's colleftor, that 
^':diey did not dare difpleafe him." And that 

they did more than barely connive at appeals 

fcom the king's courts, contrary to the ftatute 
.of/praesa.nnire, appears, in that they themrelTes 
.ppcfumed to rake cognizance of appeals from 
. thofe courts in their own eccie/iaflical courts. 

<< And to reverie judgment given in the king's 
^^< courts, to the prejudice and dilhcrifon of the 

** king and commonalty :" as tbe parliament 

of the twenty- firft of £^f(;tfn3f III. recite ^n their 

complaint. 

That the parliaments in this reign were no 
lefs apprehenfive of the power and encroach- 
ments of the clergy at home, than of the fee 

' of Romi^ appears from the ieveral parliamentary 
petitkNss^ and refolutions on that head* Ac 

-one time we find them prajring the king, 
that remedy might be had againft the oppref* 
fion of ordinaries, and their officers. At an* 
other time they made their reqoed \o the 
king, that '^ no f ordinance might be made ac 
** the petition of t^he dergy/without confcnt 
'' of pafliament, and that. no man might be 

>' bound by any their conftitutions made for 
•' their advantage.!' 

• Pari. Poll, 25 EdAM. 
t Pari. Roll. 51 EdAlU 
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The clergy had for fome time paft introdcd 
themfelves into all the great places of traft, 
power^ and profit in the Aate, the civil courts, 
and king's houftiold *. The lords and comt- 
mons therefore reprcfented to the king, that 
the realm had long been governed by church- 
men, to the great prejudice of the crown; and 
therefore required, that for the future the great 
officers of the king's courts might be only 
laymen.' . ' 

The juAnefs of thefe complaints, and of the 
precautions of the parliament, is fully confirmed 
by the cpndu6l of the clergy in the following 
reign. Richard II. had not been long on the 
throne, before they took the advantage of the 
youth and weaknefs of that prince to pro- 
.cure bis confent to an ordinance for the im- 
prifoning of fuch^ as they (hould think fit to 
declare heretics : and this entirely without 
confent of parliament, a moft notorioas out* 
rage, if ever there was any, upon the cfta- 
blifhed conftitution of this kingdom. But 
what meafures would they not take to dcftroy 
:a • growing fcft, fuch as the WicUffites^ who 
propagated principles of fo damnable a nature, 
as tended to deftroy the temporal grandeur 

• Walfmi. p. 186. y Pari. Roll. 
•^ , . and 



and Orthodoxy Jhaken^ 33 

and power of the church? A doarinc that 
in all ages will never fail being cenfared by 
moft of them, as highly heretical. But the 
houfe of commons were' fo feniible of this 
heinous encroachment upon the rights of the 
people, that the ordinance was repealed by the 
king next parliament; and the declaration of 
the commons on this occafion had fo much 
becoming refolution and fpirit in it, that it 
may not be amifs to fet down their own words, 
«' that • it was never their meaning to be juf- 
'^ tified, and bind themfelves and facceflbrs 
.«* to the prelates, no more than their an» 
** ceftors had done before them/* A refolu- 
tion ever worthy to be remembered and fol* 
low^d by all fucceeding parliaments. 

I took notice in the lad reign, that the 
continued oppfeflions of the pope, notwith-^ 
fianding the repeated refolutions of the king 
and parliament againft them, muft have beea 
owing to the connivance of the clergy:, tho 
following inftance under Riehardy is a further 
and full confirmation of their backwardneis 
to retrench any of the pretended prerogatives 
of the fee of Rome. *• The \ archbilhops 
*' of Canterbury and .Tori for themfelvca» 

•ParLRcI/.eRich.lU * 

, t ParLRol/. i^Ricb.U. 

C 5 " and 
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** and the whole clergy of their province, 
«^ make their folema protefiatioD in open par* 
«« liament,; that they id oo wife meaat or 
<« would afleot to any ftatute or law made 
*< m ..reftraint o£ the pope's aQthority^ but 
*' uuerly withftood the fame.'' 

The following proflitotion of the clergy, (an 
expref&on aptly made ufe of) and their fupe« 
rior talents in doing with, a better grace the 
very fame profiigate and flavifii jobs, in which 
the laity have at a^y time equally concurred^ 
is worth oKerving from a paflage in an ht- 
fiorian that treats of that reign. When 
RichardlL had at laft by corruption, or put- 
ting out fttch returning officers, whofe conv* 
plaifance few his defigns he fufpe£led, got a 
parliament chiefly packed up of fuch perfons, 
as he knew would be at *hi8 devotion, (the 
firft, if I miAake not, that was openly pro* 
cured in that manner ;) after the fefiton was 
opened by a time fcrving fpeech of the bifhop 
of Exciery it was propofed by the king's mi- 
niftcrs, that the afts of grace paffed nine years 
before in favour of certain lords, who had op- 
pofed the king in his attempts upon the pub- 
lic * liberty, ftiould be repealed. The pre- 
lates without any hefitation not only gave 

their 
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their afleot, but) by the expreffion of the hi- 
Aor'un, feemed to have ufed arguments to'fhew 
thofe afts to be revocable : upon whicb» 
fays he, the temporal lords feeiog the clergy 
approved of it, gave alfo *their afieot, moro 
induced to it through fear of the kif^, than any 
conviflion of ^their minds. Now though their 
concurrence 13 abfblutely inexcufable \ yet thjd 
reader, I believe, will agree with me. in ob« 
ferving a manifefl difierence in thek beha- 
viouF. For the clergy, no reafon is affigned 
by the hlftorian, but their forwardnefs in tho 
afiair feems abandoned like that of men hack^' 
sey'd in proftitution ; the other have the ex- 
ample of the clergy, and the fear of th# 
king mentioned as determining them. And 
that I may not be thought to have exagge-* 
rated this matter, I will give the reader iVul^ 
fingham% own words. 

•* Hi mp^rtunU clamnUu^ pitierunt ui 
*' chatta perdanatienkm in primis revocann^ 
•* tur &r annutbriutury fupgr quibu$ nquifiti 
** pr^laii it facilt indUarunt talis charts 
«* firi rev$cdbi/is^ nn attgndenta quod -hu* 
*^ jus gratia n^oeatio pirjomg regis ma*imt 
** rtppgnabat ; cum mifencordia Jit filii r*- 
*• gaiis cpfifirmatiay fcf qui ul/it pfiiJerLardi^ 
*^ tfm» i9Uit folti Tigtilis firmawusUum. Conm 
^ fymnttr dtmini temporaUs vidimus ajfn^ 
C6 •*>« 
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•< /urn cleric anfuerunt £^ ipji hujus chartat 
** annullandasy magis timore re^is diSfij quam 
** mentium ratione.*^ 

* Glorious pre-eminence of the clergy, even 
m a parliament compofed of men culled out 
from amongft the whole people for fcrvility 
/ ^nd corruption ! 

Hinry IV. a haughty defigning prince, who 
though he owed his crown purely to a par- 
Jiamentary right, yet ever affefted to build hts 
claim on other foundations, not only weak, 
but abfolutely falfe, was fenfible, that he had 
!iigainft him a powerful fa£lion in the king^ 
jlom, and that his conduct was fuch, tts 
could not fail adding to the number of hts 
enemies^ 

His policy in taking all methods, and being 
inoiV' vigilant to fecure the ppfleffion of his 
crown, was the mod diAingui(hing qualificd- 
tioQ 8f his genius : and he had too much 
difcetnment not to fee, how neceflary it was 
for carrying on his ends to have the clergy 
• iirmly in his intcreft. That body was now , 
become more than ever wealthy, powerful, 
apd ipfolent. Accordingly, Henry made it a 
maxim, to do nothing, which might difoblige 
then^j but to take every opportunity of telK*- 

fying 
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fying a regard for their intercft. He knew 
by that means, however ill be ufed bis other 
ial9e&, be ihpald ftill preferveithe deputation 
of a pioua prince, zealous for tfae'caufe and 
honour of Godj which could not bot greatly 
contiibote to baffle any oppo/ition to his 
meafurcs. The clergy had ali along fo con- 
nived at the pretenfions of the court of Rmtj 
that the endeavours of former parliaments t« 
put a fiop to that abufe, proved ineffeftual. 
The people groaned for a reformation ; thcrcr 
(ore, though the king was obliged at firft in 
compliance with brs parliament to revive the Ra^ 
tutes of praemunire, yet never was the breach 
of them more winked at, than in this reign; 
To give the ^cclefiafti'cks a more public in- 
fiance of his zeal, Henry at their petition 
procured the bloody ad to pafs in parliament 
for the burning fuch as they jfhould declare 
heretics. Immediately the poor Lollards^ 
who had incurred their unrelenting difpleafure 
for broaching doArines repugnant to- their 
temporal grandeur, are without mercy deli« 
vered, to the flaoKs } and the churches found 
with the encomiums of a king, who had given 
foch unqueftionable proof of his piety and 
«cal. ' c 

But a parliament»«that met feme time after, 
hadrnot the fame complaifance for the clergy. 

This 
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This was that which by way of reproach, they 
have called' the illiterate parliament, reprefent* 
log them as a fee (^ men cbofen according to 
the king's private letters, merely on account 
of their ignorance ; an error moft peopfe; fince, 
and amongft the reft a very eminent man ia 
our law t, has been led into. But tbefe let^ 
lers were in reality writs of fummoos, in 
which there were dire£kions, in pitrfaance cif 
A ibtute made, in Edward Illd's time, ex-^ 
eluding, alt (heriflFs and pradifing lawyers fron^ 
being eledted : the reafon of which waa, that 
filch procured themfelves to beeleAed merely to 
ferve views of their owii, and did not faithfully 
4ifcharge their duty to their country. Inft^ 
therefore of looking upon this parliament id the 
light, in whk;h it has been ncprefen^d, we are 
to confider it as compofed of honed, difintereflf* 
ed country gentlemen, who having 130 private 
views to ferve, came up fraught with the fen- 
timents of thofe they reprefented, wbo im* 
patiently wiOied to fee themfelves freed from 
the ecctefiaflical yoke. 

Accordingly, when the king, laying hit ne^* 
ceffities before them, demanded an aid, the^ 
remonftrated the hard(hip of burtbening hit 
fubje£ls with further taxes, when at the fame 

f Pryn'j fref. to fori roiU 
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time the clergy contributed nothing to the 
neceilities of the ftate, though poflefled of the 
third part of all the lands in the kingdom s 
wallowing, to the negle£l of thdr duty, in 
luxury and idlenefs : that therefore it was their 
deiire that his wants fhould be fupplied out 
of the ecclefiaftical revenues, as not only juft» 
and agreeable to the fentiments of the people, 
but in the main of real fervice to the church 
itfclf. 

We may caCly imagine, what treatment a 
proportion of thia kind met with from the 
clicfgy. The f archbiihop of Qmterbury^ 
who was preient, could not forbear treating 
the commons in the moft arrogant and io- 
folent manner v he even told them m a mena- 
cing way, no attempt of that fort (hould be 
offered the church without impunity, and that 
it ihould be at their peril if they feized any 
of its revenues ; that for his part he would 
fooner lofe hia life than fee it deprived of 
them. 

The king, in purfuance of the maxim he 
had laid down, to keep well with the clergy, 
took this opportunity to aflare the archbifhop 
of his refolution to maintain the church in 

tta 
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its full pofleiCons, and of his defire rather to 
iacreafe than diminifli its fplendor. The 
comipons, not intimidated by the threats of 
any dignified church-man^ went on and pre- 
pared a bill for fupplying the king's neceffities 
out of the revenues of the church i but wbea 
the bill came to the lords^ they refufed their 
concurrence^ through the cabals of the biflx>ps, 
who had gained a confiderable party in that 
houfe, for having oppofed the commons not 
long before in a laudable defign they had 
of fupplying the king*$ wants^ by a revocatioft 
pf feveral lands alienated from the crown by 
grants in the late reign, and fquaodered upon 
f|iyourites, to the great impoveri(hing of the 
iixown,,. and burthefiing the pepple ; which ' 
revocation wonld -greatly have afFedled feveral 
peers, who at that t4me were in pofTeilion of 
fuch lands. Here we fee the biIhops,.oppofers 
in g^cneral of every f^ep taken for the eafc 
of the fubje^,. and treating the reprefentative 
body of the whole people in parliament with 
infolence, ill language^ and threats for the 
attempt. 

Though the commons were difappoiated 
this time in their defign, yet the grievance was 
too generally felt, and a redrefs too much dc- 
fired by the people for them to fit dowii dif- 
mayed at this repulfe* In a parliament aflem- 

bled 
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bled fome time after they renewed their for- 
mer inftaDces in regard to the clergy's revenaes; 
the confequeDces'alfo of the flatute againft the 
Lollards obtained by influei^ce and cabal were 
•BOW known to be fo tirribje, . thai Ihey like- 
wife deCred a repeal of it^ at leaft an amegd'- ' 
ment. As to their Hril inAances, they fet f9rlh« 
that the king might eafily feize out of the re» 
venues of theeccleriadicks, what would be fufr 
ficient to provide in a mole ample manoer 
for fifteen earls^ fifteen, hundred knights^ fix 
thoufand two hundred efquires, and a huar 
dred hofpitals. But they had the mortificatioa 
to have the!r remondrances meet with 00 bet* 
ter fuccefs with the king, who was now more 
than ever confirmed in his refolution of being 
'well with' the church. - Therefore he not only 
Tefufed his aflent, but did it in a moft arbitrary 
manner, forbidding them for the future to 
prefume to meddle with fach affairs * ; and 
as for the flatutes againft the Lollards^ he was 
ib far from allowing any mitigation,, that he 
(aid he could wi(h they were made more ri- 
gorous. To pleafe the ecclcfiafticks flill fur- 
ther with an open affront upon the conimons, 
Tie afFefted at that time to fign a warrant for 
the burning of a poor Lollard^ who fufFcrcd 
death with great refolution. 

If 
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If the parnament (as Rapin fays) that firft 
moved the Icffening the clergy's revcniics war 
filled unlearned, it may well be fuppofed this 
met with no better treatment. The names 
of Lollard and HeretU were plentifully be* 
(towed t they were fet forth as a fet of men 
who were for the de(lru£lion of religion itfelf. 
They were however fo fenfible of their ill 
ufage, that upon the king's demanding a power 
to levy a fubfidy during life, though the parlia- 
ment Ihould not (it, they boldly refufed it him. 
The commons would alfo have denied him a 
fnpply for his prefent occafions, fince he had 
not thought proper to receive it by the me- 
thods they propofed, had not the king forced 
theth to a compliance by the (ame arbitrary 
manner, which he had fucceeded in once beforei 
that wass by keeping.them fitting, till the incoa* 
venience of not being difmiifed, obligcid them 
to confent to his demands : a mod remarkable 
abufe of prerogative, and tending to defiroy 
all freedom in their refolutions I But notwith- 
ilapding this, he had done enough in this 
meeting to be looked upon as the champion 
of religion^ and darling of its priefts. We 
find him cried up by them as a prince endued 
with mildnefs, piety, and every virtue ; though 
whoever will carefully look into that reign, 
will find his conduA perfe6(ly tyrannical, and 

moft 
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moft ungrateful in a prince, who had no other 
title to his crown than the good- will of the 
people, and free gift of parliament, whofe rights 
he ever tried to fubvcrt. To conclude there- 
fore with Mr. Rapin's obfervations on this 
niga : ♦« When I confider (fays he) the ex- 
,<( oeffive . commendations beflowed on that 
^* prince, I cannot help fafpeAing, that the 
** glory of being the firft burner of hcre- 
" tics, and of proteAing the clergy againft 
<< the attempts of the honfe of common, 
^^ were the main fprings of all their anco- 
** miums. It is well known, the ecclefiafttcs 
1< are as z^Ious in praifing their benefiiftors, 
*' as in blackening their oppofers/' 

Nofooncr was Htnry IV. dead, than the 
clergy determined to fecure tliemfelves for .the 
&ture againfl: all attempts to leflen their re- 
venues, by taking advantage of the com*- 
pIai(aoce» that is ufually met with from ybu^g 
princes in the beginning of their reigns. They 
did not doubt, but fuch attempts had been 
greatly promoted by the do£lrine of the Lol^' 
lards. Therefore as thole principles were conn- 
tenanced by feveral men of the greateft rank, 
and higheft efteem of any in the kingdom, they 
refolved to' lay the ax to the root of the tree, 
and by boldly atucking the patrons of the 
(e£t, d^ter all others from prefuming to ad- 
vance 
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vaoce any propofitioos, which they fliould diT* 
approve of, that might render them liable cq 
be fufpcfted dlWickViffite principles. In pur- 
fuance.of this refolution, the arcbbiftiop of 
CanUrbury waited on the king, and repre^ 
fented to him the great growth of herefy^ 
which could not fall drawing down the wrath 
of^eaven on the kingdom; and the glory h 
would be to a young monarch to begin h!ls 
l^eign with engaging in the caufe of God, by 
ikfending the church from heretics, for which 
jieaVen would certainly crown all his under* 
takings with fuccefs. Thus faid Ne/iarius 
once to the. younger Tbiodojius ; << Give md, 
•' O emperor, the earth weeded from here- 
^< tics, and I in my turn will give you hea^. 
^' ven; deftroy with me the heretic, and I 
« will deftroy the Per/tan with you." The 
^rchbifhop then informed him, that Sir John 
Oldcajlle^ baron of Cohham^ a domeilic of his 
own, was the moft open abetter of the dodrioe 
of the Lollards ♦ ; and therefore he defired, he 
might be -allowed to proceed s^ainft him with 
the utmoft feverity and rigour. 

» 

V The king anfwered him in fuch a manner, 

as (hewed, he was far from approving of force 

for reclaiming people from errors in religion > 

"^ .but 
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but however told him, that if be could not bj 
talking to Sir John Oldcaftle reftorc him to 
the right way, he would then give leave for a 
procefs againft him. 

This lord was a man the moft eAeein^d, of 
any in the kingdom, and parttcalarly dear to 
the king> as Walfmgham the mook owns, for 
his confummatc probity. Notwithftanding, the 
king finding him unmoveable as to his opinions, 
no longer oppofed^ the clergy's requcft, and 
*he was accordingly condemned to be burnt, 
though for fome time he avoided fufieri^g the 
fentence by an efcape out of prifon. . 

The king ia his difcourfe with the arch- 
bifliop had difcovered too much moderation 
in his opinions, for the clergy to be able to 
have their full defire upon their enemies^ ef- 
pecially as he did not feem. very follicitous to 
have Oldcifflle retaken. It, was their , intereft 
(fays Rapin) that the king fliould have other 
feotiments more agreeable to the barbarous 
zeal, with which ecclefiafticks are generally 
animated. In order thereto they reprefentcd 
the Lollards as men, that not oaly fought the 
deftruftion of the eftabliftied church and rplir 
gion, but even of the king's perfoo and ftate 
itfclf. To confirm him in fuch a belief, they 
fathered upon them a more abfurd and fcnfe- 

' "kfs 
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lefs plot, than ever was iDveated by the mofV 
jprofligate dilatores employed by the craelleft 
of the Roman emperors for fuch purpofes. 
The poor Lollards, (ince a * proclamation the 
king had made to fuppreb their aflemblies, 
had contirmed their meeting with great fe^ 
trecy in woods, and other unfrequented places 
in the country for the wor(hip of God in 
their own manner. Upon thefe occafioos 
fome of them chofe St. Gileses fidds near Lon^ 
don where they thought to be concealed by 
buihes, and (hrubs, that grew there : but be- 
ing difcovered by the clergy, the king was 
immediately told, that Oldcajile at the head 
of twenty ihoufand LoVards were in the fields, 
with a defign to kill the king and his brothers, 
and all the lords fpiritual and temporal, who 
were not their friends. Alarmed at this in- 
formation, Hftry, y^^ho was at Eltbam^ im- 
mediately marched to London to attack this 
powciful body of confpirators. He arrived 
abont midnight, and finding about fourfcore 
perfons, fell upon them, and killed about 
twenty, and took moft of the reft prifoners. 
The poor wretches, knowing how liable they 
were to the infults of their perfecutors, had 
Unfortunately bi-oaght arms with them, which 
probably ferved as a pretence to convince the 

/ 

• Rafin, W. i. p, 507. 
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king of the deiGga ; and that theiir accufatiod 
might have the greater weight, means were 
foond by threats or promifes to prevail with 
Tome to confefs the fad, though the abfardity 
was unfurmountable to every confidering man. 
t'or iafiead of twenty thoufand to execute (b 
great a defign, there were only a few meao 
people, with none of great rank ; and as for 
OUcaftU himfeify he was not prefent. Bat 
it feems the clergy gained a great point by it, 
in rendering the Lollards odious to the king, 
and obtaimng a vaft price to be fet on O/^- 
€a/iUs head, who was foon after taken, and 
fell a facrificc to their malice and cruelty: The 
whole behaviour of Henry towards this great 
man gives us no advantageous idea of the inte- 
grity of that prince, iince he aAed intirely ia 
oppofltion to his own declared fentiments, and 
Cicrificed a man, he had the greatefl efteem for ; 
to which he could have no other motive than 
to gain the clergy to his iniereft, and to pre- 
vent from them any interruption in the ambitious 
projef^s, he was probably at that time medita* 
ting. As to the pretended confpiracy, he had 
too much fenfe really to credit it, the abfur- 
dity of which, if not at firft, yet he certainly 
ibon after muA have been convinced of, tboogh 
he had never the ingenuity to own it, o!- afik 
accordingly. Sir Ritbert Ccti$n^ in his abridge 
mctit of the parliament*f oils, fpeaking of the 

parli*- 
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parliament that met a»t this timei ia whtch 
the Lollards were fo pcrfecuted, mjikes this 
remark. . " The clergy, at this their own 
** parliament) ceafe not to rage and roar af- 
•* ter chriftian blood, tanquam hones rw 
** gunUs \ and whofpever did the fault, they 
" put "J^ohn Porter in the (locks, and cried, 
<* crucify Chriji^ and deliver us Barrahas ; for 
** DOW all horrible mifqhiefs wh,atfoever were 
^* imputed to the poor LoUardsJ'* 

Biihop * Burnett in his hiftory of the refor- 
mation, tells us, the dlfingenuous and inhuman 
way^ the clergy had, of dcallog with the £^7- 
lard$ : '* which was in their proceedings againft 
*' them always to mix fome capital errors, 
««; which all chriftians rejefted, with thofe, for 
*< which they accufed them : and fome parti-. 
*' culars being proved, they gave it out, that 
*' they were guilty of them all, to reprefent 
** them the more odious," of which he gives 
us fome examples. 

It was not the Lollards alone that in this 
reign were convinced of the neceflity of leffen- 
ing the revenues of the church : for a parlia- 
ment, that agreed to the fevereft Aatutes againft 
ihofe miferable people, fliewed the grcatcft car- 

♦ Hiji. of the reformat. W. i. /. ^9. * 
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oeRaefs for reduciog the clergy within proper 
bounds. 

It was an artifice of the clergy at that time 
10 confound every body, that oppofed their 
temporal grandeur, under the general name of 
Lollards^ and to render them and their defign^ 
odious, they reprefented them as aSing from 
heretical principles ; in the fame manner as in a* 
latter reign every man, that diicovered any zeal 
for liberty againft the arbitrary defigns of the 
court and church, was branded with the name 
of puritan. And in this I have the concur* 
rence of the learned author laft mentioned, 
who tells us, that <* when * the clergy had. 
'< their authority fortified with fuch ievere 
^* laws^ they became more cruel and infolent 
^ than ever. And if any man denied them 
<< any part of that refpe£V, or of thoCs advan* 
** tages, to which they pretended, he was pre« 
*• fently brought under the fufpicion of herefy, 
'< and vexed with imprifonments, and articles 
« were brought againll him." 

But the parliament I jnll now fpoke of, 
were fo apprehenfive of this artifice, that they 
agreed to every propofal of the clergy for the 
extirpation of what was then called herefy ; 

* Hift. of the xefbr« vol. i. p. a7« 
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fo that all the pulpits io the kingdom found-' 
cd their praifes. Therefore, when the com- 
mons prefented an addrefs for feizing their re- 
venuesj they were thander-ftruck. There was 
no having recourfe to their ufual method of 
reprefenting as Lollards^ whomfocver they dif- 
likcd 5 fo that they had no way of diverting 
the impending danger, but by animating the 
young king to a war with Framey and in or- 
der to carry it on, to compound for the refig- 
nation of the alien priories. Though of all the 
numerous and bloody wars, the clergy have en* 
gaged the world in, they may be faid to have 
the beil excufe for this ; yet I cannot think the 
archbiftiop*« fpeech on the occafion quite 
agreeable with the peace making charaf^er of 
a chriftian divine, howfoever it might have 
appeared from the mouth of an enterprizing 
flatefman. 

From this time to that of H^nryVUl. the 
kingdom was fo much engaged in other ♦ mat- 
ters, that we have few or no accounts of the 
proceedings of ecclefiafticks worth taking up 
the reader's time. It is probable they would 
have made great advantages from the weak- 
nefs of Henry VI. had not fo many troubles at 
.court, the war with France^ and the misfor- 

* Rapint 
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tunes of this reign, prevented any attention to 
church- affairs. The fame reafons for the mofl: 
part fubfifted in the following reigns, which 
were alfo taken up with domeftick troubles. 
As for Henry VII. his whole thoughts were fo 
employed in maintaining a quiet pofTeiEon of 
the crown, of which he- was beyond meafure 
jealous, and on hoarding up money, that he 
avoided all occafjons of fuch difputes, which 
might have given difturbance to either. 

During the firft eighteen years of his reign, 
king Henry Vlll. was a moft faithful fon of 
the fee of Romej as the learned author of the 
hiftory of the reformatioa tells us, except In 
one matter only, which feemed to le/Tea the 
greatnefs of the clergy. As this one affair was 
of very great importance, and will ferve fully 
to iu forth the temper of the clergy at this 
time, and alfo fucnifhes us with a moft fla- 
grant inftance of the power they had affumed, 
and their n^oll pernicious and infolent abufe 
of that power; I will give the reader as fhort 
an account of it, as pofTible, from bifliop £«r- 
neti efpecially, as during Ihe courfe of this af- 
fair a fcene of cruelties came- to light to- 
wards a perfon, who had offended the eccle- 
fiafticks, which were nothing inferior to thofe 
of the moft inbuman.tyrants. 

Da In 
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la the fourth * year of this reign it wa« 
ena£ted in parliameot, that all murderers and 
robbers (hould be denied the benefit of clergy. 
Though the reafonablenefs of this law, one 
v^ould have thought, was fufEcient to make it 
pafs, yet to take off all objections there was 
added, that all fuch as were within the holy 
orders of biihop, prieft, or deacon, ibould be 
excepted ; and it was alfo continued in force 
only till the next parliament. Though this 
gave the greateft fatisfaCtion to the people, the 
clergy were fo offended, that the moft infe- 
rior pcrfons, who were any ways related to 
the church, Ihould be proceeded againft by the 
latty,. that the a£l by their oppofition was fuf- 
fered to determine next parliament. But fee 
the efFefts of an ill-judged compliance with 
whatfoever that body of men (hall at any time 
• be pleafed to call their privileges : they were 
not fatisfied, that it was fufFercd to expire, but 
with great audacioufnefs refolved to fix a pub- 
lic cenfure on this aA of the legiflature. Ac- 
cordingly, the abbot of Winchettcmb openly 
preached againft it at St, Paul's crofs. 

As this could^ not fail of making a aotfe, 
the temporal lords and houfe of commons con- 

* Hi!>. of Uxe refer, vol, i« p. 13. 
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CQrred in petitioning the king to fupprcTs the 
growing infolence of the clergy. Upon this 
a heariDg was appointed before the king with 
all the judges and bis temporal council. It 
will be too tedious to infert here the particu- 
lars of the dilute, which are to be fecn in the 
hiftory of the reformati9n : but in (hort, Dr. 
Standijht who was eccleiiaflical council for 
the king, maintained his arguments againft ' 
the immunities of the church with fo much 
reafon, and fo clearly confuted the aflfertions 
of the abbot, that aU the laity prefent were 
fo confirmed in their former opinions, that the 
bifhops were' moved to order the abbot to make 
a recantation of bis fermon in the place, where 
he had preached it; but they all flatly refufed 
to do it, and openly juilified the aflertions of 
the abbot in every point. As this was fol- 
lowed by very great heats in parliament, an 
affair, that fell out juft after, made the matter 
to be profecuted ftill more warmly tUb Micbad- 
mas term following. 

One Richard Hunm^ a merchant- taylor in 
Lcfubfi^ was fued in the ecclefiafiical court by 
a Middkfex clerk for refufing a mortuary, 
which the clerk pretended was due to him 
on account of a child of Hurmis that had 
died five weeks old. As this fpirltual court 
(At by the legate's authority, therefore was a 
D 3 • foreiga 
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foreign court, Hunne was advifcd to fae the 
clerk in a practnunire. The clergy were touched 
to the quick at this, and ufed all their arts to 
faften herefy on Hunne \ and having found 
WickliffVs bible in his cuftody, he was taken 
up, and put in the Lollards tower at St. PouFs^ 
:fnd had feveral articles of herefy objefted to 
him by the bifhop of London, On his ex- 
amination he denied them in the manner 
charged upon him 5 but owned he had faid 
fome things, which might fcem to tend that 
way, for which he was forry, and aflced God's 
pardon, and fubmitted to the bifliop's correc* 
tion. For this, fays our author, he Biould 
have been enjoined penance, arnd fet at liberty. 
But as he ftill continued his fuit in the king's 
court, he was ufed in a barbarous manner ; for 
foon after he was found hanged in the diam- 
ber, where he was prifoner. This was given 
out to be done by himfclf; but when the 
coroner held his inqueft on the body; fo many 
circumflances appeared, that made it undeni- 
ably evident, he was' murdered ^ upon which 
the dead body was acquitted, and the mur- 
der charged upon the officers of the pr ifon t ^ 
and by other proofs, they found the biftiop's 
fumner and bell-ringer guilty of it; and by 
the depofition of the fumner himfelf it ap- 
peared, that Dr. Horfey^ the blfliop Lon^ 

dm'% 
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dMS chaaccllor, and he^ a&d the bell-rifiger 
did murder him^ aad then hai^ bim up* 

At the fame time the blfliop began a nev/ 
procefs againft Hunw for hercfy; of vrhich 
being fouDd gmlty^ he was delivered over to 
the fecular power to be burnt^ which was ac- 
cordingly done in Smthfiild. When judg- 
ment was given, the bi(hops of Dttrham and 
Linah, with many doClors both of divinity 
and canon- law fat with the'bifhop of Lsn- 
don 5 fo that this (fays our Author) was looked 
00 as aa a£l of the \4^hole clergy, and done 
by common confenti 'The intent of this was 
to fttBe all enquiry abobt the niurdcr; for it 
Was ftippofed that when once the deceafed had 
been declared a heretic, no man would be 
ibbold as to appear for htm. But it fell out 
quite othefwife. The city of Lo/idon,\vzs en- 
raged to" the greateft degree at the cruelty of 
the clergy, and made it a common caufe. 
That a poor fellow for fuing a clerk according 
to law, fhould be long imprifoncd, and at 
laft murdered, and the reproach of it caft 
upon himfclf to defame bim, and ruin his 
femil-y ; and then to burn the dead body that 
had been fo uied, was thought fuch a com* 
plicatioQ of crueltiesi as few Barbarians had 
ever been guilty (A. 

D 4 S^ 
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So that ootwithftandiog the very great patd¥ 
taken to flop the proceediDgs, and the endea- 
vours of the cardinal to forbid their going on, 
the thing vras fo foul and evident, that they 
were ineffedlual : and the trial went on^ and 
the chancellor and fumner were indiSed as 
principals in the murder. Hurmit children 
were alfo reftored in parliament. 

The convocation, which was now fitting, 
finding all this ftir made, refolved to call Dr. 
Standijh to an accoant ; whofe arguments in the 
affair before mentioned they thought greatly to 
have contributed ia nifipg this flame, Whea 
he was firft fammoiied» feme articles were ob- 
jeAed to him by word of mouth concerning the 
judging of clerks in civil courts ; but the next 
day a bill was delivered to him in writing, to 
which a day was appointed for his anfwer. 

Standtjh finding they were determined to 
opprefs him^ begged the king's protection for 
what he had done only in difcharge of hit 
duty, as his counfel : but the clergy pretended 
to the king, that it was for fomething he had 
faid in his leAures, which he had read at Su 
PauPs and therefore begged him to maintaift 
the rights of the church. On the other hand, 
the temporal lords and houfe of commons ad- 

drefled 
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drefled the king to maintain the temporal jn- 
Tirdi<5lion» and- protect Standijh from the malice 
of his enemies. Upon this the king appointed 
the matter to be argued at Black-friars^ where 
he ordered his council fpiritual and temporal, 
all the judges, and fome of both hoafes to 
be prefent. I ihall not relate the arguments 
on both fides here ; but after the debate all the 
judges gave their opinion, that all thofe of the 
convocation, who did award the citation 
againft Standijh^ were guilty of a praemunire. 
The court then broke up. But at another 
meeting foon after, the king having expref$*4 
his opinion in favour of Standijh^ and that he 
was refolved to maintain the rights of the 
crown and temporal jurifdi^ioUi the arch* 
bifliop of Canurhufj begged the matter might 
be fo long refpited, till they could get an an- 
fwer from the court of Rome^ and they would 
then conform themfelves to the laws of the 
land in whatever was confident with the law 
of God. To this the king made no anfwer 
then, but upon his command Standijh was 
foon after difmifs'd out of the court of convo- 
cation. And the king, not willing to break off 
with the clergy about Htinni% affair, came to 
this expedient, that Dr. Horfgv, who had aV 
fconded in the archbifhop's houfe, (tbo* it was 
pretended he was prifoner there) fince war- 
jrants had been out to apprehend bim, fhould 
D 5 render 
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render bkorelf prifoaer ia the fctDg*8 bench} 
u'herei upon his pleadiog not guilty, the attor- 
cey general fhould acknowledge it, and with- 
draw the kidi^mefit ; the king thinking he 
had maintained bis prerogativei by bringing 
him to the bar. 

Thus ended this great affair, which though 
far from giving the people in general fatisfac« 
tion, as they thought juHice had not be^ 
done againft the criminals ; yet it made the 
pretenfions'of church-men appear very weak, 
and gave all men fuch a deteftation of their 
conduft, as difpofed the public to be well 
pleafecj with the alterations, that followed in 
this reign, and every attempt towards reducing 
their power. 

It cannot be fuppofed, that a clergy with this 
difpofition would countenance any reformation, 
which at all Icflened their riches or power ; 
accordingly this, which' followed in the pre- 
fent reign, was entirely againft the will of the 
greatcft part of them. It has been jufty ob- 
ferved, there was never any reformation, bat 
the clergy was againft. Indeed what was 
done in this reign was more properly a few 
fleps towards a reformation, than the thing it- 
fejf ; and though outwardly moft of them paid 
a fubmiffion to the king's will in the altera- 
i tions 
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lloos then made, yet at the ikme tune we 
fiod them ofiog all their artifices to prevent 
their being carried on 10 fuch a length, as 
fliould render the breach with Romt irrepara^ 
ble. With thofe views, when they had brought 
themfelves to own the fupremacy, yet they 
fiill endeavoured to cherifh in the king a rt- 
gard for the mod abfurd do£)rine$ of the F.^^ 
than church. And left the few fleps the 
king had taken towards a reformation, might 
encourage the followers of Luther to be more 
open in prorantging their opinions, the greatcft 
arts were ufed to make the king difcours^ 
them ; and therefore \Ve find perfecution never 
raged with greater violence and iojuftlce, than . 
tinder this reforming monarch. 

For the fame reafon, and in order to make 
the clergy lefs fenfible of the abfurdiiy of fe- 
Teral doArines of the church, and of the im- 
plicit and fervile obedience claimed by it, 
they endeavoured to fupprefs the tranflarion of 
the bible in this reign ; for it was their maxim, 
'to nfe the laity, as Herodctus tells us, the Scy- 
thians did their flaves, which was to deprive 
them of their eyes, that they might churn their 
mafter's milk with more attention. 

Therefore, whatever merit there was in ac- 

CompUlbiQg the reformationi the clergy have 
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DO pretence to toy part of it ; and the few of 
them, that really and with fincerity laboured 
to bring it about, of whom bi(hop Crantrier 
was at the head, were a very inconfiderable 
number in refpeft to that whole body. 

And fince I have mentioned that great man, 
upon whofe charaAer fnch encomiums have 
been made» I muft here own my opioioo, that 
if we confider with attention his ;l^hole con* 
dufl, we fiiall find fome parts of it, which 
cannot fail very much to leflen thofe ideas, we 
are at firft apt to conceive of him. 

It is far from my intention to derogate From 
the merit of a man fo much celebrated, by 
making no allowances for the fraildes of hu> 
man nature, from which \t would be unrea- 
fonable to expe£l, that he or any man what- 
ever (hould be exempt by the fandlity of 
his profeffion : and as fuch, I am very willing 
to confider his recantation in the latter part of 
his life; and whatever other flips he might 
have been guilty of, which may be allowed to 
be confequences of human frailty,, are readily 
to be excufcd, provided they are mere frailties : 
but we cannot confider in that light fome 
of his anions. The proteflation, he made at, 
his confecration*, when he took his oath to 

* tiift of the refor. vol. i. p. 1294 
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the pope, was a deliberate aft ; and however 
agreeable it might have been to the maxims of 
canonifts f and cafuifls at that time, was very 
nnfaitable to the integrity of his charader. 

The taking of oaths with referred mean- 
iogs and particular explications, can have no 
other tendency than to deftroy all faith amongft 
men. And it was formerly obfervable, that 
the clergy in general too much countenanced 
the taking of oaths with mental refervations s 
though in jaftice to the prefent clergy, farely it 
muft be owned, they never allow of any pri* 
▼ate explications in what they fubicribe as 
neceflary to qualify them for their holy ibnc- 
tion, or on any other occafion. 

His compliancei as well as that of the whole 
convocation, with the king's will, in annulling 

* In how different a light were oaths con£dercd 
by the ancient heathens, when at Jithnut one of 
their greateft tragedians brought upon him/elf 
the higheft indignation of his audience, by putting 
into the mouth of a worthy charafter, a fentiment 
agreeable to the behaviour of this great and pious 
divine. 

Afy tongui hoifmwn^ hut n§t my mind. 

Surifid. Hiff^l. /. 612; 

the 



6% ^he Pillars of Priestcraft 

the marriage with //nne of Cltvesj is ex- 
trcBiely unjuftifiable, and not to be excufed by 
the fear of incurriog the king's difpleafure; 
which, if allowed, will equally juftify the 
worft aflioDS committed at the commands of 
the raoft unjuft tyrants. The author of the 
hlAory of the reformation fays, " this ♦ was 
*' the greateft piece of compliance that ever 
** the king had from his clergy : for as they 
«< all knew there was nothing of weight in 
«* that pre contraft, fo they laid down a moft 
•* pernicious precedent for invalidating all pub- 
*< lie treaties and agreements ; fioce if on< 
^< of the parties being unwilling to it, fo that 
<* his confent was not inward, he was not 
<< bound by it, there was no fafcfy among 
*< men more." 

And again, " for that argument, that was 
<• taken from the want of confummation, 
*' they had forgotten what was pleaded on the 
'« king's behalf ten years before, that con- 
** fent without confummation made a mar- 
•' rlage complcat.— -But as the king was re- 
•« folved on any terms to get rid of the queen, 
<* fo the clergy were alfo refolved not to in- 
*< cur his dlfpleafure; in which they rather 
«* fought for reafons to give fome colour to 
•« their fcntence, than parted their judgment 
c< upon the flreogth of them.'' 

• Vol. X. p. a8i. 

But 



and Orthodoxy Jbaien. 63 

But what alone is fufficient to deHroy the 
great veneration for Cranrrur^ is ^he treatment 
fome Anabaptifts met with in ihi fucceeding 
reign. As that young prince Edward yi. 
was entirely under the direftion of protcftant 
biftiops, we might expeft to fee religion pot 
on a much more amiable face, when its chief 
reformers were now no longer obftru6led by 
that great reflraint and fubmif&on, to which 
they were fubjefted, by the imperious will of 
the late. king. We might expcft to fee the. 
clergy recommending the proteftant religion 
by the realbnablenefs of its doftrines, by 
gentlenefs, moderation, and di/jnicreftednefs 
in its teachers, and by the reverfe of a behavi- 
our fo much complained of in the popi(h church. 
But alas! we (hall foon find ourfelves miftaken 
in thofe pleafing hopes. The fword of per- 
fecution had only changed hands, and, an im- 
plicit compliance with the prefent clergy, was 
likely to be as much claimed, as ever it had 
been by the church of Rome. The young 
king, in whofe difpofition good-nature was as 
prevalent as his good fenfe, was fhocked at 
this unexpefted behaviour in the protcftant 
clergy ; and being prefled to fign a warrant 
for the burning a poor frantic Anabaptlft wo- 
maU) could not at firft be prevailed with to 

do 
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do it, <^ but ^ thought it z, craelty too like th^t 
^ they had condemned in papifts, to barn any 
<< for their confciences/* And when at laft, 
by the fophifiical arguments of good bifliop 
Cranmir^ he was rather filenced in his ob- 
jef^ions, than fatisfied in his compliance, ^* he 
<< fet his hand to the warrant with tears in 
•* his eyes, faying to Cranmer^ that if he 
^< did wrong» fince it was in fubmii&on to 
<* his anthority, he (hould anfwer for it 
«* before God." 

It b plain from hence, that perfecution for 
opinions in religion was never difliked by oor 
clergy, and we might probably have feen it at 
as great a height in this, as in the fucceeding 
reign, had it not been extremely impolitic to 
furnifii the vaft number of enemies the re* 
formation then had in the kingdom, with the 
power of retorting the fame objeAion againft 
t^e proteftant religion, that had been fo fuc- 
cefsfully urged againft popery. Indeed it is 
pretty extraordinary, their policy fhould fuller 
the clergy to give thofe open proofs of their 
difpofition which they then did : but it is at 
the fame time a very powerful argument of 
that difpofition, fince neither policy, which 
generally much governs ecclefiaflics, nor the 

* Hift* of the refor. vol. a. p. iia. 
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confideratioa of what they tbemfelves had fb 
lately felt, could prevail on them entirely to 
fuppreis it, even in thofe early days of their 
power. And though the legiflature has wifely 
thought fit to pare their talons fince ; yet in 
fome later reigns, .when any of our princes 
have through weaknefs or ill deiigns countenan^ 
ced their ufurped power, we find it employed 
with no lefs feverity than formerly againft ally 
that feemed to difapprove ofnt; and though 
they could not extend it againft the lives of 
foch, yet they have done it to the greateft de« 
gree againft the liberty of their perfons, their 
charad^rs^ and fortunes. 

The fucceeding reign of queen Afary^ in 
which the church of Rcmi was again upper* 
moft, is an inftance of the miferies of a ftate 
governed by a woman, over whofe pailions 
bigotry, and a falfe zeal for religion, had the 
whole afcendant. She delivered herfelf up to 
her confeflbr, ^< and * was as .much addiAed 
'< to the humours and interefts of the clergy, 
" as they could wilh." The intereft of the 
ilate was entirely negleiSed, Calais^ which 
had been for ages maintained, and was the 
laft monument of our forpier vlAorles in 
Franciy acquired at the expence of fo much 

• Burtut. 
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blood and treafare, was now loft: and as* 
this properiy may be confidered as a feign 
of priefts, we never find one more mean and 
contemptible. 

The reformation, which was re-eflabliflieJ 
trader qaccn Elizabeth^ met with the fame op- 
pofitron from the majority of the clergy, that 
it had formerly. It would be foreign to the 
deffgn of'thefe few flieets, to enter into an ac- 
count of the particular fteps taken in that af- 
fair ; biit it was obfervable, the clergy for the 
moft part made it a maxim to give what op- 
pofition they could to the reformation : but as 
foon as any fteps towards it were fettled by 
parliamentary authority, they chofe to recoa- 
i cile them to their confciences, notwithftand- 

1 ing * the difapprobation they had expreffcd, ra« 

j ther than quit their preferments. But though 

the reformed religion may from this reign be 
faid to be perfe£lly fettled in the kingdom, 
we (hall be very much deceived, if we expeft 
to find any great amendment in its clergy. 
We (hall foon perceive much of the old leavea 
ftill remaining. The fame purfuit of wealth, 
power, and independency was ftill refolved 
upon : but as all changes in government pro- 
duce the fame in politics, fo their fchcmes 

♦ Hifl. of the rcfor, 
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ibr the accooDpUduneat of thdr deflgos were 
to be a little altered \ and this like fublle po- 
liticians they ciid not fail to do. 

It now became more neceflary than for- 
merly for the clergy to pay their court to tem- 
poral princes. In order thereto, we fhall find 
them devifiog new doflrines pernicious to the 
happinefs aod liberty of maukindy and from 
being the janizaries of the papacy, as they are 
aptly filled by a great author, become thofe 
of arbitrary power, a^ we (hall fully fee them 
in the following reign. And the event has 
proved the prophecy, lo a letter imputed to the 
famous AiachlaviU but too true, where fpcakiog 
of the miferies brought upon mankind, and the 
corruption of religion by the ecclefiaAics, which 
called for a thorough reformation, we find 
thefc words : '* ♦ I would not be underftood 
<^ to difTuade any from honouring true apofto- . 
*' lical teachers, when they (ball be efiablifhed 
/' amongft us, and from allowing them (even 
*' of right, and not of alms or courtefy) fuch 
^^ emoluments, as may enable them chearful- 
" ly to perform the duties of their charge, to 
** provide for their children, and even to ufe 
" hofpitality, as they are commanded by St. 
" PauL But this I will prophefy, that if 

♦ Mach. Englijb tran. p. 541. 
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*< princes fliall perform this bafinefs (meantog 
'* a reformatiOD) by haWee, and leave any 
« root of this clergy or prieftcraft, as it now 
'* is amongft us ; or if ihat femous reformer 
•* fled fome years fince out of Picardy to G/»^- 
** va^ who is of fo great renown for learning 
<* and parts, (hall not in his model wholly ex«- 
*' tirpate this fort <A men ; then, I fay, I mull 
^* foreteU that as well the magiftrate, as this 
<* workman, will find themfelves deceived in 
** their expe£larion, and that the lead fibra of 
*' this plant will over-run again the whole 
*< vineyard of the Lord, and tiirn to a diffufive 
^* papacy tft every dfoceiC) perhaps in every 
« parifli." 

Whoever imparthlly confiders the reign df 
yamit I. cannot but difcover, that the arbi- 
trary notions which that weak and felf-fufS- 
cient prince had got into his head, were 
greatly promoted by the difcourfes and excef- 
five flattery of the clergy: and it was from 
thofe principles, all the miferies this kingdom 
foon afterwards felt, have entirely proceeded. 

The do£trine of unlimited paffive obedience 
to princes is a plant purely of proreftan* 
growth ; I mean, of proteAant priefl-craft : 
or at leaft if it had ever a being before m 
the brain of any enthufiaftical or interefted 

prieft. 
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frieft, the clergy of the reformed charch of 
England may claim the fole honour of hav-^ 
iog cheriflied, and brought it to perfeAion. 
How jDoch (bever the clergy had hitherto 
coQtrihated towards the oppreffions of the peo- 
ple, yet we never fiod jthey had the impudence 
k> maintain it was a part of religion tod 
their duty to fubmit to them, till thefe times 
I am (peaking of. * 

The firft ufe lliey made of this dtfpoiition ia 
l^iog James I. was to render the puritans more 
obnoxious to him ; towards whom already he 
was far from being well inclined, thopgh be had 
formerly declared quite the contrary in Scot" 
kni. Their di^rent opinions in regard to 
the hierarchy rendered them extremely odious 
to the bifliops, and they dreaded the growth 
of their opinions more than thofe of popery 
itfelf, as appears by their conduct through- 
out this reign. The bi(hops therefore repre- 
Tented the puritans as men, whofe principles 
were deftruAive to monarchy, no lefs than to 
the goyernment of the church by bifliops ; a 
tharge^ that could not fi^l confirming a prince 
of his fentimetits in his averfion towards them. 

In a conference * appointed at this time for" 
form's fake between the hiihops and puritan 

* Raping vol* 2. p* \tu 
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mioifters, the archbifliop of Canterbury (a mo* 
derate man reckoned* as times went) did not 
fcruple to make ufe of an expreffion of flattery 
to the king fo high-ftrained, as td be almoft 
blafphemous; for, upon the king's replyiDg 
himfelf to the objcftions of the rainiftcrs, be 
cried oat, he verily believed it was by the fpirit 
<rf" God, the king fpoke what he then did. 

But it was not by words alone, that the 
bifhops flattered the king, and (hewed their 
approbation of his arbitrary principles. Arch- 
biftiop Bancroft^ like a true high-flying church- 
man, was refolved to lead the way in an at- 
* tempt to make the laws depend on the folc 
will of the king. Be * therefore in the name 
of all the clergy exhibited to the king ia 
council articles containing twenty-five pre- 
tcQded grievances, which he defired might be 
reformed in granting prohibitions from the 
civil courts. The archbifliop .could not but 
know, that in fuch cafes the judges afted'ac- 
cording to the fixed laws of the land; and 
that if there was any hardftip in their pro- 
ceedings, they could not be reformed but by 
authority of parliament. But the archbifliop's 
dcift in this condu£l was to poist out a me- 
thod to others of applyiog iiSbRV^djatdy to iha 

* See Q^y^ articullCflfrit 2d idU 
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*iog, without regarding ,hc parliament, iq 

fe Tl "°*^*"''"''' *'*'« 'heir ju- 
r^dxaion; «*Kh opportunity, he imagined, 

which alfo the clergy would have gained I 
pojat, theycouW not have expefted from the 
jun.ce and wifdom of the whole JeglflaTure 
^is not improbable, but the kingAthav; 
been g.«ed to their <a«fe. had % St bee„ 
, for the unanioioHs and ftnronous oppofitioa 

rf '^w^ Kt:^^° reprefented the illegality 
of the archbifhop', .^queft. and the dan! 
gerous confequcnces, that might happen from 

Sooo afterwards tw» books were publicly 
kcBfed; the ooe w,o,e by Dr. &«.,/, ' 
feffor of cml law at Camiri^g^, and wear 
geBer*ltoarchbifliopAwfrg*; ,he other W 
one Dr. B.'.fH>0cd, « clc^man, ia «hich 
were paffages in fowur of the moft «ttra«t. 
g«t maxims of arbitrary ♦ p«v«r. The firft. 
iaid down thefe three principles. 

lA That the kiog was not bound by laws 
or his coroaation-oath. ' 

• ^i//», vol, 2. p. 176. 
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2dfy^ That the king was not obliged to 
call a parliament tg make laws, but might do 
it alone by his abfolute power. 

^dly^ That it was a great &vour to admit 
the confent of the fubjedls in giving fubfidics* 

Thefe principles were fo grofs, that even 
the king found himfelf obliged to forbid the 
reading thofe books, by proclamation, in order 
to prevent the juftice of parliament upon jthe 
authors. 

The fucceflbr of the archbifhop juft men- 
tioned, indeed proved a man of more modera- 
tion in his principles, than is ufually met with 
in church-men : but as fuch a temper made 
him unfit for promoting the defigns of his 
brethren, we find him always hated and 
branded by them* He could not approve of 
the rigour ufed to diflenting proteftants, at the 
fame time that the Raman catholics were 
openly tolerated by the king, and winked at 
by the clergy, contrary to the declared laws of 
the realm : his * letter to the king on this oc- 
cafion, and the freedom he ufes in condemn- 
ing the difpenfing by proclamation with the 

♦ Rufi. vol. 8. p. 85* 

efta- 
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eftablifhed laws, will ever redound to his ho«> 
near ; notwithflaDdiDg the perfecution and ill 
ufage he met with from his brethren, who 
ftrove to reprefent him as a puritan ; a name 
at this time indirc'riminately made ufe of, not 
dniy towards the prefbyterians, but likewife 
towards all fuch^ who did not approve of the 
notions countenanced by the king, and propa* 
gated by the clergy, nay even towards thofe, 
who exprefled any di/like of the libertinifm, or 
fafhionable vices of the age. 

As the fruit of the feeds fown in this reign 
came to their full maturity in the following 
one, I will dwell no longer on this than |bft 
to obferve, that if the reader pleafcs to fee a 
fpecimen of true prieftly panegyrick carried 
on to the moft ridiculous and fulfome extra- 
vagance, he may meet with it in an extract 
of the fermon preached at king James's funeral, 
printed in f RMjhvtmth. 

Under Charles I. the fpirit of our church- 
men difplayed itfelf without referve in its moft 
lively colours, and flript of all difguife what* 
foev^r. By their means England was on the 
brink of being enflaved by the king, and clergy 
at the fame time. The views the church had, 

+ Vol. I, p. i6o, 
VOL. II. - E mani- 
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nxMiifcftly appeared as early as the coronation 
of the king. The form of that cerenaony 
was compiled chiefly by biftiop Laud^ who 
officiated as dean of Weftminfter in the room 
of biftiop Williami lately fallen into difplea- 
fure, and therefcMre fufpended from that office. 
I will not trouble the reader with feveral fa- 
pcrftitious innovations introduced into the ce- 
remony, which could not but give offence; 
but will fet down one paffage, which fuffi- 
ciently (hews the fchemes the church had 
.formed. 

After the coronation was performed, and 
the king conduced by the nobility to the 
throne, this remarkable, and unprecedented 
paffage was read to him. 

<« Stand t and hold faft from henceforth the 
«« place, to which you have been heir by the 
<< fucccffion of your fore-fathers, being now 
«« delivered to you by authority of almighty 
<« God, and by the hands of us, and all the 
•* biftiops 'and fervanls of God : and as you 
•* fee the clergy to come nearer the altar than 
«< others, fo remember that (in all places con- 
•« venient) you give them greater honour, 
♦< that the mediator between God and man 



f 'Rulb. vol. I. p. 200. 
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«* may eftablifh you in the kingly throne tp 
** be. a mediator between the clergy and laity, 
•< and that yon may reign for ever with Jcfus 
« Chrift> die king of kings,- and lord of 
« lords/* 

As the d{jft of this fpeech is obvious to 
every one, who reads it, I fliall only obferve 
what a profpcft there was of the clergy's ex- 
tending their power to the height of their 
9¥iihcs, whenever they Oiould have a prelate 
at their head (which foon after happened) that 
aflerted their fuperiority on fo public, and 
folemo an occafioo. 

Since Laud afterwards made to confiderable 
a figure in this reign, efpecially in the direc- 
tion of all ecclefiaftical affairs, it may not be 
improper to mention the account given of 
him, and his firft appearance in the world in 
the late reign by archbiihop Abbot his pre- 
decefTor. 

*' This man (fay t he) is the only in- 
«* ward counfellor with Buckingham^ fitting 
^* with him fometimes whole hours, and 
** feeding his humour with malice and 
« fpite. 

f Rujbnjo. vol. I. p* 44Q. 

E % f! His 
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** His life in Oxford was to pick quarrels 
** in the Icfturcs of the public readers, and 
** to advcrtifc them to the then bifbop of 
*• Durham^ that he might fill the cars of king 
«* James with difcontent againft the honeft 
«• men, that took pains in their places, and 
*« fettled the truth (which he called purita- 
" nifm) in their auditors. 

•* He made it his work to fee what books 
«« were in the prefs, and to look over cpiflles 
•* dedicatory, and prefaces to the reader, to 
^* fee what faults might be found in4hem. 

•* It was an obfervation, what a fweet man 
" this was like to be, that the firft obfervable 
•' a<a, that he did, was the marrying the carl 
•• of D. to the lady R. when it was notorious 
^* to the world, (he had another hufband, the 
•* fame a nobleman, who had diverfe children' 
** then living by her." 

We (hall foon fee the clergy did not fail 
profccuting their defigns with vigour, of which 
ihey had made f^ early a difcoyery. The 
udlvcrfity oi Cambridge^ in the beginning of this 
reign, in order to make their court to his ma- 
jefly, took a public occa(]on to offer a noto- 
rious afficnt to the rcprcfcntative body of the 

whole 
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whole people, the commons in parliament, by 
chafing the duke of Buckingham^ at that lime 
under an impeachment, for their chancellor. 
Accordingly we find the commons entertained 
the higheftfenfe of this indignity oflTered them, 
as appears in their anfwer to a meflagc of the 
king^s t on this occafion : though his-majefly's 
efpoufing the part of the univerfity prevented 
their proceeding in a manner, they were other- 
wife inclined to do, 

. This parliament was no fooner diffolvcd, 

which happened in a (hort time, and the king 

determined to furnifli himfelf with money by 

loan, and other illegal and oppreiHve methodst 

but the pulpits founded with the dodrine of 

pailive obedfeiice, and compliance with the 

king's commands, without any examination 

of their lawfulnefs. Parliaments were now 

faid to be only ufurpations upon the unlimi- 

ted power of facred majefty, which alone 

was fufficient to impofe laws or taxes on the 

fubjeft by its own authority. Amongft the 

feveral difcourfes oa that head, thofe of Dr. 

Sihthrop and Dr. Manwaring were particularly 

remarkable. The one preached at the lent 

affiles at Northampton .a ferihon entitled 

« apoftolical obedience ; in which he fet forth, 

* Rufi. vol. i»p. 373' 

E 3 •« that 
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<< that * the priacc who is head, and mabes 
«* his court and council^ it is his duty to di- 
•• reft and make laws, Ecckf, viii. 3. he doth 
*« uhatfoever pleafti him. Where the w.rd 
^^ofa king isy there is power ^ and who may 
«* fay untj bim, what d^eji thou ?^ ■■ ■ 

*' If princes command any thing, whicl^ 
•* fubjefts may not perform, becaufe it is 
" againft the laws of God, or of nature, or 
** impoflible; yet fubjefts are bound to un- 
** dergo tl\e puni(hment without refiftance» 
" r^.iiing, or reviling, and fo yield a paffivc 

^^ obedience, where they cannot exhibit am 
** aciiveone, 

'* I know no other cafe, but t>Qe of tbofe 
** three, wherein a fubjcft may excufe himfei£ 
*' with pafGve obedience, but in all other h^ 
•* is bound to adive obedience." 

Dr. Manvjaring promoted the fame bufinefs 
in two fermons preached before the king at 
Whitehally where he delivered for doftrine Co 
this purpofe, " that the king is not bound to 
•' obferve the laws of the realm concerning 
" the fubjedts rights and liberties, but that his 
^' royal will and command in impofiDg loaas 



* Rujhw. vol. I. p, 4x3. 
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•* and taxes without common confent in par- 
^* liament ddth oblige the fubjeft's confcience 
^^ oa pain of eternal damnation. 

'* That thofe, who refufed to pay this loan, • 
'• offended againft the law of God, and the 
** king's fupreme authority, and became guilty 
" of impiety, difloyalty, and rebellion. And 
*' that the authority of parliament is not nc- 
** ceflary for the raifing of aids and fublidies, 
** and that the flow proceedings of fuch great 
•' aflemblies were not fitted for the fupply of 
•* the flate's urgent neceffiries, but would ra- 
*« ther jproduce fundry impedimenrs to the 
** juft defigns of princes. 

For refufing to Iicenfe the firft of thefe 
fermons, that archbiQiop (.Mot) was fufpend- 
cd. The fermon was afterwards iicenfed by 
the bifhop of London, As for the preachers 
themfelves, they were foon rewarded with con- 
iiderable benefices, and Manwaring was even 
^promoted to a bifliopric, though he had been 
fentenced by the houfe of lords to pay a large 
fine, to make a public fubmiffion, and declared 
incapable of holding any dignity. 

It was not difcourfes of this kind only, that 
were publickly pjeached, and afterwards en- 
couraged and Iicenfed by the bifliop:;} but 
E 4 we 
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Vfe find by a petition of the bookfellers and 
printers to the * parliament in the fourth year 
of this reign, that books wrote againft the 
fundamentals of the reformed religion, and 
in favour of popery were licenced by Laud, 
at this time advanced to the fee of London i 
while books wrote in defence of the eftabliflied 
religion were reftrained, and of thefe feveral 
inAances were produced. 

. Every one, who is at all verfed in the hifto- 
ryofthefc limes, cannot but have obferved, 
that in order to carry church-power as high as 
poffible, the bifhops then afFefted to make the 
religion of this country approach as near popery, ' 
as they could, without aftually declaring for it, 
or allowing the pope's fupremacy. As biAiop 
Laud was the chief promoter of the indepen- 
dent power, they were ftriving for, and had 
himfelf the direftion of all ecclefiaftical af- 
fairs, it would not have been for his intereft 
to have eftabliflied any other fupremacy, ef- 
pecially after he became archbifliop of Can" 
itrhury\ for he then was in a manner himfelf 
pope, and even afFcfied to be called his holi- 
nefs, and moft holy father, as he was ftiled 
by the univerfity of Oxford \ in many of their 
letters and addrefles. 

♦ Rf'Jhnu.vcA. I. p. 655. ; 
•(• Hejlin*s Life of Laut^t p. 297. 

Be£des 
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BeHdes the licenfiDg of the bookSy ivhich' 
I have taken notice of, the many faperfli- 
tious innovations introduced at that time into 
divine fervice are notable proofs of the af- 
fediation of popery, the clergy then difcovered ; 
of which the confecration of St. Catheri7ii% 
church, is a very remarkable inftance. The 
the reader may fee the full account of it in Ru/h'^ 
worth or Rapin. The lead oppofition to any 
of thefe things was an unpardonable crime ; 
which we fee by the procefs formed. againft 
Henry Sherfield^ recorder of Sarum^ for only 
removing by confent of the veflry fome 
pieces of glafs from the church-window, in 
which there was a ridiculous reprefentation of 
God painted in the form of an old man, with 
a pair of compajfTes : for which high offence 
the poor ♦ man was fined, committed to the , 
Fleet, and removed from his recorderftiip, and 
bound to his good behaviour. 

The biJhops were become fo intoxicated 
with their darling fcheme of church power, 
which they did not doubt to accomplifh, that 
they fct up for inquifitors in their feveral 
diocefes, by obliging the church- wardens to 
turn informers concerning the lives and anions 

• iSliv/^ti'* vol. 1. p. 153. 

E 5 rf 
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of their pariQiioners, to which the bifliop of 
fVincheJier obliged them by oath * \vl his pri- 
mary vintatiop, and thereby commttted an 
outrage on the laws of the land, and jurifdio 
tioQ of parliament, which alone has power tp» 
prefcribe o^ths to the fubjefls. 

Nor can thefe attempts of the clergy in this; 
reign be faki to be only ^he aflions of par- 
ticular mep, and therefore not chargeable 
upon the whole; the contrary to this appears 
in that, after the parliamep-t of 1640 was dif- 
folved, the convocation, in which the whole 
clergy were reprefented, continued to fit not- 
withftanding contrary to the ufual method ;. 
and by their own authority took upon them 
to make canons, and enjoin an oath, which 
all graduates and clergymen in the univerfities 
.fliould Ije obliged to take; they alfo granted 
* the king a fubfidy, a moft public and avow- 
ed encroachment on the jurifdiAion of parll^*- 
SQent. 

Thefe proceedings were fo notorious, tl^^t 
my lord Cktendon cannot help condemning 
them, though he does it with his ufual tender- 
Hefs for the caufe in which he wrote. ** f The 
•* convocation ^fays he) the regular and legal 

• Ruflyw^ voU I. p. i86, \ Vol* 1. p. 1 16. 
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•* affemUy of the clergy, cuftomarily begio- 
^^ niog afid ending with parliamentSy was af- 
** ler the determioatioD of the laft, by a new 
** writ continued, and fat for the fpace of 
«< above a month under the proper title of a 
<« fynod : made canons, whkh it was thought 
*' it might do, and gave fubfidies out of .par- . 
*' liatnent, and enjoined oaths, which certainly 
<< it might not do. In a word, did many 
*^ things, which in the bcft of times might 
^' have been quedioned, and were fure to be 
^^ condemned in the word/' But as impudent 
as this coaduA feems to be, it was aot at all 
furprizing) /ince the bi^ops had fome time 
before that fcropled publickly to declare their 
independency on the Aate in defiance of the 
laws of the land, and the principles, thereby 
ef^abii(hed at the reformation, and in violation 
of their oath of fupremacy. And this was 
done, as Whltkck infornw ns, in the high* 
comosKfion court, at^ the time that Baflwick 
appeared there, and was fo feverely punifbed 
for writing a book in anfwer to one Shorty a 
papifV, who had maintained the pope^s fupre* 
macy. The author jud mentioned, relates it 
thus : *' * Id the cenfme of" Bcftwtck^ all the 
" bifliops then preftnt denied openly, that 
^^ they had their jurifdidlioQ, as bkihop^^ frooa 

* Wh'uU M«iD» p. a2« 
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•' the king, for which they might have been 
*' cenfured themfelves ia king Henry lU and 
*' king Edward Ill's times. 

" But they affirmed, that they had their ja- 
•* rifdiftion from God alone ; which denial of 
*' the fupremacy of the king under God, king 
•' Heftry Vlil. would have taken very ill, and 
*' it may be, would have corrc6led them by 
** his kingly arguments, and regia manu. But 
" thefc bifhops publicl^ly drfavowed their de- 
^< pendance on the king. And the archbiihop 
*< maii^tained the book of Clwvn^ (who had 
*^ wrote a book at this time in defence of the 
'^ church of Rome) and that the Romijh 
*« church was a true church, and erred not ia 
*' fundamentals^" 

The court of high-comroiflion was now 
become an unfupportaBle grievance to the 
fubjeft, not only by a tyrannical exereife of 
power in ecclefiaftical affairs, but by affuming 
to iifdf an Uftiverfal jurifdiftion, by tran^p- 
Kng on^he laws and the rights of all the civil 
courts; fo that the fubjcft deprived of his 
refuge, had no Ihclter to fly to from injufticc 
and oppreffion : and for this I chufe to quote 
lord Cla sndon's-own words, as I am certain, 
he cannot be thought to have misreprefent- 
ed the matter la disfavour of the clergy^ 

"Of 
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" • Of late (fpeaking of the high-commiffioQ 

«« court) it cannot be denied, that by the great 

«« power of, fome bifliops at court, it had 

•* much over-flowed the banks, which (hould 

** have contained it ; not only in meddling with 

** things that in truth were not within its con- 

*^ nufance, but extending their fentences and 

^* judgments in matters triable before them 

•* beyond that degree, that was juflifiable : and 

•* grew to have fo great a contempt of the 

** common law, and profcflbrs of it (which 

** -was a fatal unfkilfulnefs in the bifliops^ who 

" could never have fufFercd whilft the com- 

'* mon law had been prefervedj that prohibi- 

** tions from the fupreme court, which have, 

" and muft have the fuper-intcndancy over 

•' all inferior courts, were not only neglcfi- 

'* ed, but the judges reprehended for granting 

*' them (which without perjury they could 

** not deny) and the lawyers difcojuntenanced 

** for moving* them (which they were ob- 

" liged in duty to do) fo that thereby the 

«* clergy made almolf a whole profeffion, if 

•' not their enemies, yet very undevoted to 

** them. 

** Then it was grown from an ccclefiaftical 
*' court for the reformation of manners to a 

♦ Vgl. I. p. 221. 
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<< court of revenue, and impofed great fia^ 
•* upoD thofe, who were culpable before them, 
«* fometimcs above the degree of the offence* 
«« had the jurifdidlion of fining been unquef- 
•« tionablc, -which it was not. Which courfe of 
<^ fining was much more frequent, and the 
'* fines heavier after the king had granted alt 
^< that revenue (wbatfoever it ihould prove to 
•< be) to be employed for the reparation of "5/. 
«« PauVs church ; which though it were a glo- 
" rious work, and worthy the piety of thofe, 
" that advanced it ; and the greatnefs of his 
*< mind, who principally intended it, made the 
" grievance the heavier/' 

In another place the fame noble hinoriao 
fpeaking of the animofities between the law- 
yers and churchmen, attributes the hatred 
on the part of the latter to their opinion, 
that their not enjoying fo many of the great 
pods in fhe civil government as formerly, was 
owing to the oppofition of the lawyers. A 
true inflance of the aiabition of priefls, which 
rather than not graiify, they were ready to 
^ dcftroy the laws themfelves. •* It * cannot 
*« be denied (fays lord Clarendon) that the 
** pecvifli fpirits of fomc clergymen have ta- 
<' ken great pains to alienate that profefiioo 

* Vol. I. p. 241. 
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*« (pa«?njpg the lawyers) from thiem : aod 

*' others as unlkiifully (liiidiDg that ia former 

«* times, when the religioo of the ftate wa$ a 

** vital part of its policy^ maoy churchmen 

•* were employed eminently in the civil govcrn- 

** ment of tb^ kingdom) impvtcd their want- 

** ing thofe ornnments, their pxt^^ctfSaxs wore, 

•* to the power and prevaleucy of the lawyers^ 

*^ of whom fome pritKitpal meo in all times, 

^^ tbey CQiiId pot but obierve to have been 

** their avowed eneiiMcs : aad fp believed the 

^^ firaitning and .confimr\g the prof^ifioa of 

^ the commoo law muft jpatMrally extend 

♦' and enlarge the jarifdi(Sio» of the charch. 

*• Thence arofe their bold and unwarrantable 

*' oppofing, and protefling againft prohibhions 

^^ and other proceedings at law, oa the behalf 

*< of the ecclefl^^ftical courts % and the procu* 

^' ring fome orders and privileges froa» the 

^* king on behalf of the civil law, as the arch- 

♦* bifljop of Canterbury prevailed with the king 

*^ to direft, that half the matters of chancery 

** fhould be always civil lawyers, and to de- 

" clare, that no others of what condition 

*« wbatfoever ftiould fcrve him as mailers of 

•' requeft.'* 

It is well known that archbi(hop Laud^ the 
principal promoter of all the doftrincs ad- 
vanced in this reign, and of the grievances, 

which 
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v^hich flowed from them, is even at this daj 
the darling of the clergy, and looked upon as 
the champion of their rights, and a martyr 
for the caufc of religion. The greateft en- 
comiums have been beftowed on his memory. 
And my lord Clarendon in his hiftory fets him 
forth, as a man of the higheft probity, learn- 
ing, and fenfe, and feems willing to attribute 
no other fault to him than a little haftinefs ia 
his temper for accomplifliing his defigns, oc- 
cafioned by the fervency of his zeal for pro- 
moting the caufe of religion, and glory of his 
prince. Bat in forming a juft idea of his 
charadVer, we need be determined by nothing 
but the (hare he had in the tranfa^ions of 
thofe times ; and I will venture to affirm, that 
my lord Clanndon himfelf does in fome par- 
cular paffages fay enough of Laud to prove, 
he was far from deferving that amiable and 
good charadlcr, he feems ftudious to make his 
reader entertain of him. Whoever reads an 
hlAorian in the proper manner, that is, with a 
view of fearchlng out truth, muft form his 
judgment of things from the matters of faft 
fet down, and not be fo led away by what 
the author fays concerning them, and his re- 
flections upon them, as blindly to adopt his 
fentiments and opinions. And I am confident, 
that to any reader, who willattend without 
prejudice to the words of that noble hiftorian 

juft 



Md OnTOODOXY Jbaitn. 89 

jaft meDtiooed, Laud muft appear of a weak 
and 07cr-bearing temper, apt to be tranfported 
with the higheft and moft indecent paffion 
at mere trifles, unforgiviog towards thofe, 
who had formerly offended him, conftantly 
introducing innovations in order Co eftabli(h 
an- independent power in the church, and not 
fcrapulous of ufing any methods to increafe 
the king's revenues under pretence of pro- 
moting the fcrvicc of his fovereign. The fir ft, 
and laft particulars of this charge are fo very 
obvious, that I cannot help fetting down both 
pafTages relating to them at lengths " * The 
*^ iharpnefs of his language and expreilions 
*< was fo natural to him, that he could not 
<< debate any thing without commotion, when 
** the argument was not of moment, nor bear 
^* contradiction in debate even in council, 
" where all men arc equally free, with that 
•* patience and temper, that was ncceflary 5 of 
*< which they, who wifhed him not well, would 
** take advantage, and would therefore con- 
" tradift him, that he might be tranfported 
*^ with fome indecent paffion : which upon a 
** (hort refleftion he was always forry for, 
" and inoft readily and heartily would makt 
*' acknowledgment," 

* Vol, I. p. 75. 

At 
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As to the laft pariicnlar, his conduft, whe» 
in the managefnetit of the treafory opon the 
death of lord Portland^ « related thus : ** Bc- 
•* ing • obliged to it now by his truft, he en- , 
*' tered upon it with his natural earneftncfs 
*^ and warmth, making it his principal care 
<< to advance and mprove the king's reveuoe 
*< by all the ways, which were offered, and fo 
** hearkiened to all informations and propoii- 
*' tions of that kind 3 and having not had 
*' experience of dbat kind of people, who 
«* deal in that traffick, (a confident, fenfelefs, 
** and, for the moft part, a naughty people) 
'« be was fomciimes mifled by them to think 
*< better of fome pro>c6ls, than the/ deferred : 
** but then he was fo entirely devoted, to what 
«* would be beneficial to the king, that all ; 
<' proportions and defigos, which were for i 
** the profit (only or principally) of particolar j 
** perfoDf, how great foever, were oppofed, 1 
** and ftifled in their birth by his power and 
•* authority J which created hinj enemies 
" enough in the court, and many of ability 
<* to do mifchief, who knew well how to 
<* recompenfe difcourtefies, which they al- 
*' ways called injuries. 

• Vol, 1. p. 75. 

«The 
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•* The revenue of too many of the couK 
'* confided principally in inclofures, and iow- 
*^ provemeots of that nature, which he ftill 
« oppofed paffionatcly, except they were 
^* founded upon law $ and then if it would 
*' bring profit to the king, how. old and ob- 
<* folete ibever the law was, he thought he 
<< might jaftly advife the profecutioa : and fo 
*« he did a little too much counteoaoce the 
<' commiflion concerning depopulation, which 
** brought much charge and trouble upon the 
<' people, and wat UkewUe caft upon his 
V account," 

We have a remarkable inftanoe in this reigQ^ 
how excellent cafuifts the clergy are, an4 
what a notable knack they have of diftiogui(hr 
ing in cafes of c^nfcience fuitably to the fhape 
and ronveuicncy of the times. When kit^ 
.Charles^ being prefled to pafs the bill for attaint- 
Jog the earl of Straffcrd^ difcovered great UQ« 
willingneis to give his confent to what, he faid, 
his coniciencc told him was fo unjuft ; he 
was defu-ed by his council to confer with his 
bifliops on that poiat. Accordingly^ ^* ^ the 
*' archbiAiop of Xork^ who was at hand, «o 
^ his argiuoeAt of confcknce, told him there 

• Ctarend. hift. of rch, voK i. p, 202. 

« was 
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** was a public, and a private coDfcience: 
** that his public cojp^fcience, as a king, might 
/< not only dirpenfe- with, bnt oblige him to 
** do~that, which was againft his private con- 
•* fciencc, as a man." 

Were I to give a full account, and all the 
particular ioftances of the mifchievous con- 
dud): and behaviour of the clergy in thefe 
times, it would be taking upon me to write a 
hiftory of the reign, which is very foreign 
from my dcfign : for in (hort, all the trou- 
bles in this reign are in the greateft meafure 
to be fet down to their account; All the 
innovations in church and ftate, all the at- 
tempts to ere£l an independency in the fir(t, 
and a tyranny in the latter, were counte- 
Banced by their dodrine, and promoted by 
their actions. And in this I am confirmed by 
the teflimony of a great man, whofe autho* 
rity in this point cannot be queftioned, fince 
his zeal for the eftablifced church, and his 
attachment to his prince were fo great, that 
he loft his life in their defence. This is the 
lord Falklandy with part of whofe fpeech in 
the houfe of commons, upon the bill for the 
exclufion of the bifliops from the houfe of 
lords, I ihall conclude my account of this 
reign. 

« Mr. 
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«* Mn • Speaker, he is a great ftranger ia 
*' Ifraeli who knows not, that this kingdoai 
" hath long laboured under many and great 
" oppreflions both in religion and liberty; 
" and his acquaintance here is not great, or his 
" ingenuity lefs, who does not know and ac- 
" knowledge, that a great, if not a principal 
" caufe of both thefe hath been fome bifliops, 
•* and their adherents. 

" Mr. Speaker, a little fearch will ferve to 
^< find them to have been the deftrudiion of 
" unity under the pretence of uniformity, to 
" have brought in fuperftiiion and fcandal 
" under the titles of reverence and decency, 
" to have defiled our church by adorning our 
" church, to have flackened the ftriflnefs of 
" that union, which was formerly betwixt us 
*^ and thofe of our religion beyond the fea, an 
^^ a^ion as impolitic as ungodly. 

<* As Sir Thomas More fays of the cafuifts, 
^* their bufinefs ^ft as not to keep men from 
** finning, but to inform them, quam (rope ad 
" feccatum fine piccato liceat accedere : fo it 
** fecmed their work was to try, how much of 
** a papift might be brought in withont po- 
" pery, and to deftroy as much as they could 

* RmJS^* vol. 4. p. 184* 

««of 
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«< of the gofpel witbout briDgiag ihemfeWet 
<< in danger of being deftroyed by law; 

« Mr. Speaker, to go yet further, fome of 
'< them have fo iaduftrioufly laboured to de« 
<( duce themfelves from Rome, that they have 
<< given great fufplcion, that in gratitude they 
«« defire to return thither, or at leaft to meet 
<« it half way. Some have evidently laboured 
«' to bring in an Englijh^ though not a Roman 
<< popery; I mean not the outfide of it only, 
<< and drefs of it, but equally abfolute, a blind 
" obedience of the people upon the clergy, 
<« «nd of the clergy upon themfelves j and have 
«« oppofed papacy beyond the fea, that they 
•< might fettle one beyond the water: nay, 
<< common fame is more than ordinarily felfe, 
«< if none of them have fotmd a way to recon- 
<« cile the opinions of Rorm to the prefer- 
« ments of England^ and to be fo aWblutely,. 
«« direftly, and cordially papifts, that it is all, 
<« fifteen hundred, pounds pgr annum, can do, 
•* to keep them from cohfeffing it." 

I would not be underftood from any thing 
I have faid of the proteftant clergy to infi- 
Buate, that their condufl had any necelTary 
connexion with the principles of our efta- 
bliOied religion : but my defign is only to fhew 
the ill confequence qf throwing fo great a'ihare 

of 
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of power and property into the h^ads of any 
fet of meo, as fhall naturally occafion them 
to have a diftio^ iotereft frotn that of the 
commuDity. And therefore I muft obferre, 
the prefbyterian minifters difcovered no left 
fondaefs for power than thofe of the church 
of England^ or kfs incJination to opprefs all, 
who thought differently from them, during that 
fliort time, in which they vainly imagined every 
thing was to be carried on according to thofe 
whimfies, they had formed in their heads.* 

It is furprizing to conflder how little effeft 
the con/ideratlon of the miferies, this king- 
dom fo lately felt, had upon the minds of the 
clergy after the reftoration of Charles II. It 
was to be expefted, they would have (hunned 
with horror thofe fteps, which had been found 
by experience to have expofed their country 
to ruin, and have blufhed at the bare mention 
of thofe dodrines, by which they thcmfelves 
had been fo eminently acceflbry thereto. 

But compaffion for the fufFerlngs of their 
country, and a regard for the reft of their fel- 
low- fubjefts, weighed very little with them, 
when put in the ballance with the hopes of 

preferment 

• A very good reafon this, againft cftablifliing any 
criefts whatever, or giviag them any pow«r at all. 
^ <£b6 tdttor*. 



96 y^t/ Pillars ^ Priestcraft 

preferment uader a new king, and an irre* 
concileable hatred to the prefbyterians. They 
fell into all the maxims aud defigns o( an 
abandoned, licentious and corrupt court, and 
extolled the juftnefs and wifdom of its 
meafures. 

Nor did they (hew any greater regard for 
the religious than civil rights of the kingdom, 
though the difpofition of thofe, who were near- 
eft the king, claimed no fmall circumfpeflioa 
from them ♦ in that point. And though thej 
could not but be fenfible of the dangers, which 
fo evidently threatned religion from a popifli fuc- 
ccflbr, yet they were the moft violent exclai- 
iners againft the bill of exdufion f ; and when 
it came into the houfe of lords, moft of the 
bifliops prefent, if not all, voted againft it : and 
with fuch zeal did they run into the humour 
of the court at that time, that it was obferved, 
they fully verified the proverb in the gofpel, 
*' where the carcafe is, the eagles will be ga- 
•« thered together." 

Nor was the zeal of the clergy for the 
defigns of the court the over-flowings only 
of an incontinent joy at the king's reftoration, 
which might have engaged their whole atten- 
tion in fuch a manner, as to prevent fo early 

• R^in. t S**rnetf p, 48 a, 4 
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. a difceroment of the wrong meafares thca 
taken ; but wbea the mafk was quite thrown 
off, and the kiQg, having quarrelled with his 
laA parliament, dtfcovered his refolution never 

; to be cramped with one for the future, " • the 
*' clergy particularly diAingui(hed themfelve^ 
** by fhewing their attachment to the princi- 
^* pies and oiaxims of the court, and feemed 
'^ to make it their bufinefs to furrender to 
** the king all the liberties and privileges of 
** the fubjefts, and to leave them only an un- 
" limited obedience. According to the prin- 
*' ciples publicly preached, no eaftem mo- 
'* narch was more abfolute than the king of 
•« England.** The conduft of the late par- 
liaments was arraigned, as feditious and trea- 
fonable: and, at the archbifliop of Canter* 
bury's own •)• motion, the clergy were made 
the heralds for 'publishing the reafons, the 
king in his declaration pretended he had, 
for dilTolving the parliament, which was to 
be read ia all churches throughout £ng* 
land. 

It is ftrange^ how prevalent the moft ab- 
furd and deftruclive opinions are over the 
minds of good and wife men, when propa- 
gated as the general fentiments of that body, 

* Rapinj vol. Z. p. 725. t Burnet^ p. 502. 
V O L. II. F ^^ 
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of which they are members. And of this 
we have aa extraordinary inftance in a great 
man, whofe name I cannot mention on this 
occafion without reluctance : I mean, the fa- 
mous archbiftiop Tilhtfon^ who from his let- 
ter to my lord Rujfel^ when under condemna- 
tion in Newgate J the latter end of this reign, _ 
appears toiiave held the dodrine of unlimited 
paffive obedience, in the ftrifteft fenfe of 
the words ; though afterwiards experience of the 
fatal confequences, that flowed from fuch doc- 
trine, it is to be prefumed, made him a6l 
upon principles very different from thofe, into 
which he had been before mifled ; and do 
one appeared a more ftrenuous wdl-wifher 
to the revolution, that followed in the next 
reign. 

Since then the prevakncy of general opinions 
may have that force in miflcading more dif- 
cerning and maturer judgments, with what 
deteftation muft we look on the behaviour of 
thdfe, who having the education of a great 
part of the youth of the nation, and thofe 
too of hlgheft diftindlion, committed to their 
care, ftiould, in order to recommend them- 
felves to a prince, endeavour to corrupt the raw 
and uninformed minds of fuch youth with the 
moft ungenerous and flaviQi doftrines ? Thi^ 
was what the univerfity of Oxford did i .who^, 

not 
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not content with * giving the king a mani- 
feft proof, by a folemn decree, of their own 
mean and proAitute compliance with all his 
de/jgnsy whatfoever they (hould be ; infamoufly 
ordered, by the fame decree, all tutors to in- 
ftruft thofe under their care in the fame fervile 
tiotions, that they themfelves had therein ex- 
prefled. What treatment did not thefe be* 
trayers. of the moft important charg^i their 
country could intruft them with, deferve from 
>t? Who, inftead of forming the minds of 
their pupils, by an early acquaintance with 
the celebrated authors of antiquity, to an imi'- 
ration of Greek and Roman virtues, and of 
afiimating them by the nobleifl examples with 

* Among ft other do£lrines, thefe following were 
condemned as damnable, ahd deftrudive to all io- 
ciety, o^ijs. 

All civil authority is derived originally from the 
people. 

There is a mutual compaifl, tacit or exprefs, be- 
tween a prince and his fubjeds; and that if he 
perform not his duty, they are difcharged from 
their?. 

That if governors become tyrants, or govern 
otherwife, than by the laws of God and man they 
ought to do, they forfeit the right they had unto 
their government. 
♦ There lies no obligation on chriftians to paflive 
obedience ; and the primitive chriftians chofe rather 
to die than refift, becaufe chriftianity was not fet- 
tled by the laws of the empire. , 

Vide Ra^int vol. 2. P- 730* 

F 2 ^1^^ 



TOO J'i^ Pillars </ Priestcraft 

the love of virtue, freedom, and their coua* 
try; who, inftead of fortifying their minds 
^vith a generous courage, and contempt of 
death, if ever the public fervice fliould re- 
quire it, taught them to become fubmifCve 
(laves of oppreflion, fit only to execute the 
>vill and commands of tyrants. 

After the death of Charles II. the duke of 
Tork fucceedcd to the crown with the gene- 
ral appearance of approbation and joy in the 
clergy, though the principles of his religion had 
been foffidently known j and there was great 
reafon to believe, that the wrong fteps, and 
violent meafures taken in the latter end of his 
brother's reign, were greatly pufhed forward 
by the natural earneftnefs of the duke's tem- 
per and councils. Thefe confiderations, one 
would have thought, ftiould have more parti- 
cularly obliged the clergy to the greateft cir- 
cumfpedJion and caution in all they faid or 
did, to avoid giving the lead countenance, to 
any opinions, which they were fenfible mufl 
hurry a prince of Jameses complexion of mind 
more precipitately into fuch defigns, as his re- 
ligious, and other principles of courfe inclined 
him to ; and in which they could not but dif- 
cern, he would have no other check than the 
appearance of difficulty and oppoiition, he mght 
meet with in the accompliftiment of them. 

Bat 
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But fo far were they from ufing any pre- 
caution of this kiad, that after king JamtS 
came to the crown, unlimited obedience was 
trumpeted,- if poflible, with more induftry 
than ever in the pulpit, and all other places. 
And how nece/Iary, and infeparable a part they 
thought it of the chriftian religion, as cAa^ 
blKhed here, is manifefi from the infultiog im- 
portunity (for furely it can be called no other) 
with which the unfortunate * duke of M.n* 
mouth was prefled to acknowledge it on the 
fcaffold by thofe appointed to attend him, 
who were the bifhops of £fy, and of Bath 
and If^ells, together with Dr. Tentfon ^nd 
Dr. HiOpiT, Nay, fo careful were fome of tha 
clergy, that the regal power (hould not feem 
liable to any reOraints or limitations, that left 
the king's own gracious promifes, which he, 
had made at his coming to the crown, might 
be thought to bind him down to the perfor- 
mance of them. Dr. Cartwrtght^ afterwards, 
bifliop of Chejltr f, aflerted in a fermon,,. 
** that the king's promifes were free donatives,... 
^* and ought not to be too ftriftly examined or * 
*' urged, and that they muft leave his majeftyv 
*^ to explain his own meaning in them.'^ 



• See Dr. Sacbev. tryal, p. 169. 
f Raph^ vol. 2. p. 754. 



After 



102 The Pillars (/Priestcraft 

After a view of fuch principles and conduft 
hitherto, it may feem fomethiog ftrange to 
find on a fudden, that the career of this king's 
illegal proceedings, m^t with one of the firft 
liops from fome of the clergy ; this was in 
their refufal to read the king's declaration for 
liberty of confcience, on account of which, 
feven of the bifhops were committed to the 
T^wer. But in this non-compliance with the 
court (unufual as it was) they fwerVed not from 
their ufual maxims of policy. They plainly 
DOW began to fee, that their own intereft, and 
the defigns of the king were no longer com- 
patible. A Roman, not an EngUJh, popery, 
as in Charles Ps time, was now to be eftablilhed 
here. The affair of Magdalen college in Ox^ 
ford had opeaed their eyes to a fenfe of the 
danger they run, in being further tools to his 
defigns^ and that they were likely to hold 
their ccclefiaftical pofTeffions by the uncertaia 
tenure of the king's will. In fuch a cafe it 
was impoflible not to forefee, that their prefer- 
ments would be foon given from them to fuch 
men, who having had their education in the 
church of Rcme^ would be more relied on by 
a bigotted king, and who indeed would be 
more proper to execute the work, he was in 
fuch a hurry to accomplifh, than an EngHJb 
clergy, who if they could be difpofed to em^ 

hraco 
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brace his religlbn, yet could with a very ill 
grace and fuccefs be fuppofed'to propagate it 
amoDgft the people. What was ihcn to be 
expeftcd, but to fee large bands of foreign cc-^ 
clefiaftics pouring in upon the naiion, as 111 
the times of Henry U\, and the plentiful har- 
veft, which the king flattered himfelf was cow 
ripe, gathered in by the hands of French and 
Italian prieils ? Was it not therefore the caufe 
of the cnurch alone, not that of public li- 
berty, nor a regard for the intereft of the peo- 
ple, that wrought this fudden alteration in the 
clergy ? The attempts upon civil liberty had 
remained ,uncenfured, and unoppofed, nay were 
enforced by them on pain of damnation ; and 
none of thefe very bi(hops had fcruplcd, or 
thought it even indecent to publilh in their 
pulpits the late king's abuHve declaration agniuft- 
the coftduft of his parliament, infomuch that 
. this^fame archbifliop, who was now one of the 
feven, was the perfon, that propofcd it in 
council, as has been mentioned above. So 
ufed had king Jama been to hear an abfolnte 
obedience to his commands preached up by the 
clergy, and to meet with a full compliance 
with them id other matters, that on this op- 
pofition he very naturally faid, " I • did not 
" expeft this from the church of England^ 
w efpecially from fome of you/* 



♦ Rapii^ voL 2. p. 7635.' 



Y 4 Behold 



104 STi^^' Pillars ^Priestcraft^ 

Behold now th« clergy all at once running 
counter to thofe do£)rines of their own broach- 
ing, which they had with fo much vehemence 
maintained, and becoming guilty of what 
they themfelves had fo very lately denounced 
the heavieft cenfures and damnations againft, 
both in their particular fermons and difcouVfes, 
and in their more folcmn and public decrees ! 
This is their fo much boaAed ftand for the 
liberty of the people ! This, their ever- me- 
morable condud ! 

When toon afterwards the nation was tin- 
der a neceflity of calling in the prince of 
Orange for the prefervation of their rights, 
though the clergy thought proper to fwim with 
the fiream, * yet we fee how awkwardly mod: 
of thofe (hifting motley politicians came into 
what they were confcious. was entirely contra- 
didlory to thofe maxims they had fo avowedly 
inculcated : nor had king fFilliam. been long 
on the throne, before a difappolntment la 
thofe preferments, many of them expefted, 
or a relapfe into thofe doflrincs, over which 
they could no- longer bear to wear the malk, 
made them return, like the dog to the vomit S 
giving great reafon to fufpedl, that too manj 
amoogft them would gladly have feen the na« 
tioQ again expofed to its former perils by a 

reiloration^ 
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refloratiooy with the aggravation of haviog^ ' 
taken the oaths of allegiance to king IFilliam^ 
and abjuration of Jamiu 

With this remarkable period in our hiftory ' 
I (hall clofe the prefent account, as the be*- 
haviour of the clergy iince that lime «i« f> • 
knouHi, and freih in the memory of every oDe> . 
that it will be needlefs for me to fay any- thing *. 
of it here. 

And as I have had no other indcitemenr iff '- 
laying this before the public, than a fmcere 
zeal for the liberty of all my fellow fpbjefls « 
againft every opprefEon of what kind foever;. « 
{o if in tbis.atiempt any miftake has becni.»> 
committed (though lam not confcious of any at-t 
prefent) I (hall always be ready Ingenuoudy to-^ 
acknowledgisit.. 
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AN 

ANSWER 

T O T H E 

Country Parson's Plea, ^ft 

Very RiVitend^ 

A Pamphlet hath been delirered at tbd 
doors of both honfes of parliament* 
and fent under the franks of diverfe 
6f my lords the B- — ps to the parochial 
clergy, entitled, PAPERS RELATING 
TO THE QJJAKERS TTTHE- 
fi I L L| viz. 

1. Extra £is from thi yearly epijlhs of meet* 
tng of fakers held in London, in rda^ 
tion to Tythes. 

2» Remarks upon a Bilt now depending in 
parliament^ to enlarge, amend, and ren- 
der more efFeAual the laws now In bet- 
ing, for the more eafy recovery of tythes, 
charch.-rates, obUtiofis^ and other eccler* 

fiadical 
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fiailical dues, from tHe people called 
Quakers \ And aifo^ remarks upon a prints 
ed paper ^ cnthulcd. The cafe of %e people 
called ^akefs. 

3. THE COUNTRY PARSON'S 
PLEA AGAINST THE QJJA- 
KERS TY.THE-BILL, humbly ad^ 
dreffed to the commons of Great BrUafa 
ajfembled in parlianuntm 

4. The cafe of the people called Quakers. 

The method of bundling up thefe papers is 
particalai^fy to be mmdy 

For that, 

Tbe BILL, though nmcb iayeag}ied 
agaioft^ b not regularly opened itk tbem^ and 

The CASE, which is the ground of the 
debate, is printed at the end of the papers de- 
signed to confute it, which. (eemeth, as if the 
compiler intended to prejudice the reader . 
agaiuifl both the hill and the cafe^ before he 
ihould read either. 

So very uufair a procedure deferves animad* | 
verfioni and. 

This anfwer is direQed to the author of 
the country parfon^s plea, and not to cither of 

bis 
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his colleguesy becaufe I would not be charged 
with defigoing to expofc the nakednefs of a fa- 
ther, or with deriding the dotage of a mother 
]Q the church 3 

I would not be charged with direfting my 
anfwer either to the ligbtifti or the heaviejl of 
the triumvirate, whilft there is one to be ani- 
madverted upon, whofe parts and capacity 
have raifed him above contempt, even in fpite 
of his/owfing ♦ proftitution — of whom the 
caufc of liberty and virtue might fear as much 
mifchief, as he is known to bear malignity to 
it, were not his abilities fo happily qualified by 
his reputation, that the a^ti impotent cannot 
be moi'e harmlefs. 

This country parfon's plea addreflcs itfclf tp' 
the commons of Gnat Britain^ in a mannei^ 
leemingly humble^ mod^ and fair. 

1. ^ It is prefotn^ /m tB author^ that 

* it can be na offpn^of- flbg meaneft to offcy 
^ rcafoBs to the gWrctti 

2. 'Nor a reproach to any man to have 

* a rc^nable concern for his own property. 

^ A phrafe ufedby lord SeUnhroke in his charadler 
«f a certain prelate : Fid^ Dijfertation on parties. 

3, * Truft- 
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3. * Trufting to thefe prefumptions, I 
< make bold, i5fc,* 

This fpecious preamble might induce us to 
believe. 

That this country parfon is humbly fub- 
mitting his cafe to an boufe of commons 
better informed : 

And not that it is the fsL& in this, as itt 
every inftance where a bill for the .reforma- 
tion of the church is brought into parliament, 
that one or two venerable Jages draw up an 
inveftive againft -the bill before it hdth hid 
A fecond reading, and fend it franked by the 
poft to lh6 cl'd^y through the kitigdom, to 
raife a clamour from their pulpity againft the 
proceedings of parliament* 

This invafion of the rights of the houfe of 
commons hath been fo ampfy praxSlifed by their 

fpiritual L ps^ that circular letters to the 

clergy of the feyeral diocefes and of the two 
tiniverlities have been iffued, under covers inr 
fcribed with R. R. Names^ on the bringing 
ia of bills in three feveral . years, viz. Firft, 
Ihe Tytke-BW, 1731, next,, the eccUftapcd 

isuris 
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court BiQy 1733, and laftly, At ^aiers iythe* 
bill now depending. 

With infolencc flill more alarming, the 
perfons who iflued thofe letters have as open* 
ly menaced the members who brought in thofe 
bills; threatniog to oppofe them in fubfequent 
efeftions with the weight of church influence, 
which that it hath inttmrdated the wortfy 
members I prefume not to believe, I am furc 
it ikall never Intimidate o^ ; but if the fa£l be 
enquired into, there are not wanting thofe who> 
will make it fullj^ appear. 

Not that any one laments to have heard* 
thefe menaces fo frankly poured out agalnft 
the members^ becaufe if that venerabU bidy op- 
pofe their intereft in the .lands of Enghtni' 
againft the rights of an bGufe rf evmmms^ it wilt 
fpeedily move the wifdom of parliament to check 
the exorbitance of that power which is fo bold 
with their liberties. 

Whatever fhall threaten the reprefentatlvcs' 
of the people in the free exercife of their 
nobleA prerogative, the hedrefs of grievances^ 
muft Ilrike at the life of their authority and 
reputation : and moil infamouOy treats ihem as^^ 
a body of men called together for the buCnefs 
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of taxings and ndt at all for the ehjing of the 
fubjeft : 

As if ttie commons of Great Brita'tn were 
in duty botind to grant money^ for building of 
churches znA repairing of abbies^ but were with- 
out a competent jurifdidion to examine abufes 
committed by the clergy in their fuits for tythes 
and dues^ and for more than their due. 

This, ^bfurd ad it is, will be found to rua 
thrbugh the plea before us, as a principle on 
which the eAablifhment of church and ilate 19^ 
(bunded, and without which the clergy can 
have no {Dainteoance. 

• < It id, fays th« pka^ a reproach to no 
< man to bav« a reafdnable concern for his 
*' own property* . 

And the wfioIesfgtimeQt treats the WJl as 
a violation of the parfon*^ property, becanfe it 
directs in what manner he (hall fue the layman 
for lythe. 

This is contrived to enflatne the clergy 
againfl the houfe of cottmoiis^ as robbing 
churchmen of th^eir property. 

But 



and Orthodoxy jhaken. 115 

But I think the word property was never 
lefs warrantably ufed, than it hath been on this 
occafion. 

The tythes of the clergy, are the wages, 
which, as fervants of the public, they receive 
from the bounty of the laws; and their right 
in thofe tythes arifing purely from the grace^ 
their remedy in fuing for them muft depend 
wholly on the will of the legiflative power. 

A layman's freehold accrues to him by in- 
heritance from his father : a churchman's free- 
hold accrues to him by the gift of the pubKc» 
on fuch conditions, as are or fhall be declared 
to qualify the tenure of the poflcilion) or tba 
recovery of any rights incident to it. 

By non-compltance with thefe conditioQS> 
as declared in a /Ingle a6l of parliament, /. e. 
the laft uniform' iy-aSf^ thoufands have be^a 
deprived in a year, not only of their tythes, 
but their churches, with the high approbatioQ 
of all zealous churchnien. 

And I muft lay, for the reputation of the 
fufferers in that cafe, that as fenfible as they 
were of their hardlhips, they had greater mo- 

4eftl 
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deftythao lo call xhsit z property which they 
koew to be only a truji. : 

Nor would it have been endured ; and niQcL 
lefsy that, knowing their pofleflions to be held 
oi this public donation^ they fliould have had 
the tnfoUnce to treat any interefl: incident ta 
their poffeffion, as a matter of property^ n6t 
belonging to the difpofitioa of parliaments 

' Every private intereft, even rights of inhe-- 
ritance, muft be governed by the conCderacioa 
of public intereft. Sulus populi\ fuprema lex. 

And» nothing can be more idfoleot or ih-^ 
congruous, than* to challenge the donations (Jt 
the public, as a property not to be reformecf 
for the convenience of the public. 

* No free ftate, no wife people, ever fuflfcrctf 
fuch a dbftrine to pafs unreproved. The 
Sgrarian laws of the ancient republics in direft 
contradiftion to it, ordained the equal diftri- 
bution of lands, and reformed the grievance of 
excejjivi property^ by limiting and reftraining the 
poHeflionsof their fubjeds. 

The laws of England are not without the 
ftrongeft declarations of the fame wifdom in our 
fegiflators ; the reformers of our churchy \f> 

tbeic 
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their honour be it ever remembered, were \he 
men who avowed this power of retrenching 
enormous property to be the prerogative of 
parliament. 

The aft concerniag Peter Penci and dif- 
penfations, 25 Hen. VIII. cap. i^* hath* this 
remarkable preface. 

'* WHEREAS, Itftandcth with natural 

* equity and good reafon, that in aH and 

* every laws human, made within this realm, 
< or induced into this realm by fufferance, 

* coofenr, and ciiftom ■ your, royal ma- 

* jefty, and your lords fpiritual and temporal, 

* and commons, reprefenting the- whole ftatc 
' of your realm, in this your moft high court 

* of parliament, HA V E full power and au- 

* thority, not onJy to difpenfe, but alfo to au- 
c thorife fome elcft perfon or perfons, to dif- 

* penfe with thefe and all other human laws in 

* this your realm, and with every one of them, 

* as the quality of the perfons and manner fiatt 
'* require ; and alfo the faid laws and every one 

* of them to abrogate, amplify, or dimidift, 
' as it (hall be feen unto your majefty, and 

* the nobles and commons of your realm, pre- 
< fent in your parliament, meet and conve^ 

* cicnt for the.wealth of your realm, 

« And 
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< And becaufe that it is dow ia tbefe days 

* prcfent feen, that the ftate, dignity, fuperio- 

* rity, reputation, and authority of the impe- 

* rial crown of this realm, by the long fuffe- 

< ranee of unreafenabU and uncharitable ufurpa- 

* tions snd ixaSiintSy pra£tifed in the times of 

* your mod noble progenitors, is much and fore 

* decayed and diminifhed, and the people of 

< this realm thereby impoverifhed, and fo or 
« worfe be like to continue, if remedy be not 

* therefore Ihortly provided ; 

* It may therefore pleafe yonr moft mbU 

* majefiyx &c (to take away Peter Pence and 

< payments to the fee of Romi.y 

This aA provided againft the claims of fo- 
reigners; we (hall in the next inftance fee bow 
our anceflors dealt with the claims and pretend- 
ed properties of churchmen WHO WERE 
NATIVES. 

The aft for fuppreffing of monafteries^ 
which had not lands above 200 /. by the year 
(27 Hm. VIII. cap. 28.) 

DECLARES, 

* The lords and commons by a great 
' deliberatioa fiaall; be refulv^d, that it is and 

* fliaU 
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^ (hall be much more to the pleafure of al* 

* mighty God, and for the honour of this realpi, 

* that the poflcffions of fuch religious houfes 

* now being /pent y Jpoiledy and wnjied for in^ 

* creafe and mfunut^na of fin^ ihould be ufed 
^ and coQ^mitted to better ufes; s^nd.the^v- 

* thrifty religious fo fpcn^ing the iamc, to be 

* compelled to reform their lives; and fhere- 
< upon mod humbly dqfire the king's higbnefs, 

* it may be enafted [tbfupprefs them.) 

To this aft for fupprfjjing the leffer eccU^ 
fiaflical fourjationsy fuccecded foon afterwards 
the general furrender and di/Tolution of all the 
monafleries in the kingdom, when fo many 
impropriations of tythe became lay-fees, and 
were alienated from the church by authority of 
parliament. 

Whoever reads thefe a£ls, will find, i. That 
the regulation of ecclefiaftical property is fo far 
from contradicting, that nothing can be more 
natural to the genius of this free kingdom; 

2. That fuch regulation of property in the 
church, is the only means by which any peo- 
ple can obtain a reformation of religion. 

3. That the^ parliament of this kingdom, la 
divcfting the church of thofe impropriations 

6 «/ 
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^f lythe^ did not allow churchmen to have any 
fr^eriy in tythe\ 

And, 4. That if the legiflature now In be- 
ting, proceeding in the fame courfe as our firft 
Tiform€rSy (hould think it expedient to abolifli 
all tythe) remaining in the church, or to convert 
it into lay-fees, they could not want a full and 
proper warrant from the a£ls of their prede- 
ceObrs, fo long as the a£ls for non-payment of 
Peter Pence, and for fappreifing of monq/feries 
ifaall remain in the flatute-books. 

But we are not debaiting the quellion, whe« 
ther tythes ought to "be continued : the quakers 
(as a people who think them to be aboliflied 
by the gofpel of Chrift, and not lawful by the 
principles of religion for them to pay) deCre 
the authority of parliament to be in fuch man- 
ner interpofed, that fo long as they are levied 
upon them, it may be ia the lead oppreffive 
courfe, and by the moft fummary procefs. 

The hou/e ef commons ^ in compaflion to their 
grievances, with the moft unanimous, chear- 
ful, and ready confent, ordered a B I LL to be 
brought in, to enlarge^ amend, and render more 
•effectual the laws now in beings for the more eafy 
recovery of tytbesy cbtirih^rates and oblations^ 

and 
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nndinher icchfajikal dues from tht p€^U caHei* 
Quakers. 

The bill, by their command, hath beea 
printed. 

It recites : 

« That by an aft, 7 & 8 of IF. III. a re- 

* medy is provided for the recovery of tythes 

* and church- rates, not exceeding the value 

* of ten pounclsj where Quakers refqfe to pay 

* them 5 

* That by another aft, i do. I. the /aid 

< remedy is extended as vfeW to tythes as to all 

* other rights, dues, or payments from any 
^ Quakers belonging to any church, chapel, or 

* ihe minifter or curate thereof: 

And it further recites, 

* That it nwy be convenient to extend this 
« .provifion to a further fum. 

It therefore ena^Jls^ 

« That where any Quakers fliall jrefufe to 
« pay or compound, any two or more juftices , 

< of the peace (other thati fuch juftice as is pa- 

VOL. IL G *trofl 
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< tronof rli«churcb, or iWctfefted in the lythcs) 
^ upon complaint of the 'parfon, or proprietor^ 

* or coUedor^ ihall fummon fuch Quaker to 

* appear before them, and either opon appear- 

* ance or default of appearance (fucfa fummons 
^ being duly proved upon oath) ihall proceed 
« to hear the complaint, and to fiate what is 
5 due, and by order under their hands aad 
^ feals to dire^ the payment thereof, fo that 

' the fum ordered do not exceed (a fum to , 

* be limited by this bill ;) and Aall order 

< retfonable coAs not exceeding (a Ibm to 

* be limited by this bill ;) and upon the re- 
' fufal of fuch Quakers to pay according to 
« fucfa order, it {hall be lawful for the faid 

< jufticcs by warrant, to levy the money by dif- 
« irefs and falc of the goods of fuch Quakers, ren- 

* dering the overplus (the neceflary charge oF 
, ^ diftrcfs being thereout firft deduAed.) And 

< any perfon finding himfelf aggrieved by this 

* judgment may appeal to the next general 

* quafter feflions, and the ju dices there pre- 

* fcnt ftiall proceed finally to hear and deter- 

* mine the matter, and to reverfe or affirm 
^ the faid judgment ; and if they continue 
« the judgment, they fliall give fuch cofts a- 
^ gainft the appellant as they ihail think rea- 
^fonable; and no certiorari or writ from 

* any court {hall remove or fuperfede their 

* proceedings. 

X It 



It Is farther eoa£led, < That if the aoaual 
< lvalue of focb tythes or dues doih not ex-» 
'< ceed the ium (to be Iknited by this aS) no 
'^ Quator (ball be fued m any other court or 
^ maABer, ualefs the title of foch tythes fhall 
^ beinqiieOioDi 

' And that If the peifoa iig^ft whom 
^ fiich judpneat fluU be kad^ IhaU reoiove out 
'^ of tixt comttf, dlvifion, or coirponuion, after 

* {uch jttdigBieiyry the jolUces who made the 
^ order^lhall certify it to any jufike of fuch 
« place to which the faid per(ba Ihall be re- 

* mored, wh!c4i judice is author&ed to order 

* fach fum to be levied on the goods and chat- 
^ tels of fucfa perfon, in the fattie manner as 

* ihc other jufticcs might. If fuch perfon had 

* not been removed. 

* Provided always, that no diffrers fiiall 

* be exccflive or unreafonaMe, but proporiion- 

* ed, as near as may he^ to the value of the 

* fum. 

* Provided alfo^ That where any Quaker 

* complained of, for fubftrafting, with-hold^ 
« ing, or. not paying, or compounding for fuch 

* tythes or dues, Aall in/IA ypea any pre- 

* rcriptioB, compofition, or madus dccimmdi^ 

G 2 •ex- 
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* exemption, dtfcbarge, agreement, or titlei 

* -whereby he ought to be freed from the pay- 
^ ment in queftion, and fball deliver the fame 

* in writing to the faid juftices, that then they 

* (hall give no judgment in the matter, but 
'that the< perfons complaining (hall be at R- 

* berty to profecute in any otlier courtj ais if 

* this aft had not been made. 

^And it is enafted, That fo much of the 
'before recited a£l as relates only to the reCo- 

* very of tyibcs or dues Ihallbc repealed ; 

« And that any perfon fued for any thing. 
' done purfuant to this aft, may plead the ge- 
•* neral iflue, and on tliat, or any other, give 

* this aft and the fpeciai matter in evidence ; 
' and if a verdift or jadgment ftiall be for the 

* defendant, or if the plaintifF be nonfuit, or 
' difcontinue the aftion, the defendant (hall re- 

* cover [treble] coftsj and no fuit (hall be 
. * commenced for any thing done purfuant to this 

* aft, unlefs it be brought within a limited time 
' after fuch caufe of aftion arifes. 

^« And l«(Uy, This aft is declared to be a 
< -public aft. 

^iiis is the tenor of the bill : 

A bill, which by a peculiar fate, no foonCf 
iwas4)rought i^nto parliament ^ than it united cer- 

i taia 

I 
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taJn right reverend prelates in the clofcft com- 
bination againft it \ and ihey^ whofe reciprocal 
hatred was as fierce as the rivalfhlp for power 
which occadoned it was unchriftian and fcan- 
(faious, at once laid afide their animonties to 
oppofe this moft reafonable bill ; dreadfully. 
collef^ing the force of their abili:ies in a for- 
midable pamphlet, after having in thtii* feuds 
for fupremacy been hardly prevailed on to fup- 
f ort the provocation of each other's company. 

. From this unexpefted alliance, hath arifcn 
the clamour of the country par/on againft this 
bill ; a clamour indefatigably promoted, but by 
nothing more fuccefsfully than by the words of 
ihe plea, viz. 

^ As I am a fubjcfl of Great Brlfalriy as 
/ well as a mioiftec of the gofpel, I have a 
^ birth^right in the laWj and m having all 

* qncflions relating to my property determined 
*■ in the methods of juflicc ufcd in this king- 
' dom, and not referred to an arbitrary decl- 

* Con, JV///// negahimus jujiitlam^ is the lari^ 

* guage oi magna charta* 

T'bis is flL fyg^ftion, that the bill deprives 
.ibe clergy of their birth-right in the law, that 
it fubjeAs them to a determinaiion of property 
Aot ufed io this kingdom, that it refers them to 



126 ^be Pillars of Pr i e stcr aft 

an arbitrary declfioo, aod denies them the jofiicei 
which is promifed by magna cbarta. 

Some of tbefe complaints appear upon ex^ 
amination to have bo meaningy and others, 
to have no force; that k, they might be ob- 
JeAions, did not they want the foundation. oC 
troth. 

The allegation of the clergy's hirtb-right 
in the kiv, as applicable to the affiur of tythes,. 
would make a ftranger imagrne> that either 
they were born with the inddibU chara£lec 
upon themt or that every prieft had inflitotioa 
and indudlion of a benefice, even vi,his m^thn-i 
Witnb. 

If the tythes, if the due$, iC the. maipte* 
nance which is now paid to the clergy, w.ei;e 
entirely taken awayj they would lofe no birth*, 
tight which they have in the law; they might 
lofe the benevolence which they receive fcooi. 
the law, and which the legiflaiure have the 
fame right to rcfnme, as ever they had to eftv 
l&tb, if the iame reafon which indnced th^ 
grant fhould require the rcfamption $ if fubSi 
good ihould call upon them to reverfe what 
their anceftort coofcQt^d to froQ no other qon* 
iideraiioo* 



2at tke bill haih not propofed tb< rakiqg 
away of tbck maiMeaance. It gives tbeoi 
fttch methods of faiog for it, as may be leaft 
▼eMttCoi^iA tb« pvocfcdiogt tod leaft oppreffiTe 
U4 tb« end : a nietlK>d of recovering thdr maia* 
tenaDce, which nay aot coJ»Aiaie tie fabilance 
cif thofe whole labour maiatatns theoi. 

This recovery beii^ giveo by the jui^ent 
«f tw» ja^et of the pcKe \u the county 
where th« complaiot arifes» or» upeo appeal 
by thegcDerat quarter- feffiona of the cooaty 
-~*~^ by wbti colour or preteace ao fuch 
aomfiuious be brooghs agaJtti it i 

The words of the great charier^ mtW p^g^t- 
ifmmsjkfiki^ms are (poken by the king, who 
is fiippoftdf (Ikys the lovd C^) ta be prefi^it 
Ml his courts of joftice, deelartegi wi wUl dtnf 
juftUi t$ m man. 

The wosda Hitended, ihH the fahjcft fhalt 
ftave refort to a certata oeart wherein he fliall 
te determified; and not that he fliatl fue ui* 
every court according to his fiincy : 

CMierwUe* be night fve in the high, 
oourtof parliameiitforthefuin of/jr and iight 
f€iU4i for^ doubtlefs, the king is pr^fent a» 
G^ 4. well 
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well there as ia any inferior court, and is 
fpcaking the fame words, nulti mgabimtts juf^ 
tttam; 

The words then give no man- a right fo 
be heard in what court he pleafes, but in foefa 
as fhaU be appointed him ; 

And this is the ^ffi^ birth-right, which either 
clergy or laity can pretend to have in de- 
termijiaiiops. of qoeftioas relating tO' theijr 
property. 

If. tbe court of chancery by *injun£lions 
(hall ftay proceedings in the courts of commoa 
law ; if the courts of common law by pro- 
bibitioDs fhali flay the proceedingsrof ecdefia- 
Aical courts, is the: juftice prpmifcd by magna 
'^£harta denied to the papty whamay not pro* 
fe^^utc ip vbofp couil^ ?. . . 



— — No : for, he is not to have the 
advantage of law contrary to good €onfdinci ; 
nor is any man to fue in an improper courts aor 
^ny court to have cog^i^aAce Qf ^^. improptfr 
caufe. •...'.♦; 

And if the courts of flommon kw com pre* 
iiend« within their jurirdiftion, the full view 
«Rnd fuperihtendaocy of the ectlcfMAkal courAs^ 

: ... ■ ,. • . if 
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if the conns of equity have the fame compafs 
in rtTiewiog and fuperiatending the courts^f 
common law, with power to abridge and refirain 
4heir proceedings asjuftice may require.; 

Hath not the legiflative power, the par- 
itatnent of the kingdom, fuprtme cpgnixarue of 
all coons and methods of recoverjr, with lite 
power to refirain fiuts^ as th«y fiiall fee caufe I 

By magm cbaria the king Is fwora to diny 
no man jujiice^ to iiilay no man juftU$% &X^ 
that is, he is Cworn to exicute the law^. 

But is the parliament bound not to alret 
ihe laws, or not to amend, explaiu, and re- 
peal them, as the good of the Kingdom fliaU 
require? 

The king, as thiif magijiratey is under 
this reftraint; in this capacity he cannot have. 
cognizance of public convenience: but^ the 
king, lords and commons, as bgifliinrs can- 
not be reftrained. They nKift provide for 
frolic convenience ^ as fupemop te all<other con" 
4tderations : fo that totknit pttrilamentary p^wer^ 
as if it were r^ai power, is incongruous with 
legiflation, and not to be charged on the VfQxd$ 
« «>f the ^reat (barter* 
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^i tberefere the cmitry farfin U coobled 
by parliameot to fuc iO; miy artain c$uri^ aa4 
may receiire a detemtoaiioii accordtog ta tbe 
viage thereof ^juftice is mt diniidhim* 

The wd^dscof rJb^ plia^ hi rettiog fonrda difc 
kardfliips which the poffm mvM fuibr fro» 
this fa>ilt iiiggcift, that the fower of /«(lk(ia of 
the peace to delermioe qaeftioos of property 
wiihottt appeal, i$ ametbod. of jisAicc aot ttfed^ 
io this IciQgdoni ; 

A fuggeftioB To falfe, and fo fully Id be 
difproved by every day's tt&ge« gro«Qde4-oa< 
the laws of the kingdom made u^ider ma&y 
kiogs^ that> I will cbarltablii^ hope, the author, 
of the plea rather, forgot tbaa concealed: Ae. 
faAs which confute him. 

It is, a method of jaflice iiied'iq^ qiieftioas 
of property between the king and the fub^ 
jeA, where the >puUic revenue aad the trade 
of the kingdom, are concerned, a«d where thr 
▼aloe of the property in qneAion maft, beyond 
all comparative proportionj exceed the falneof 
the whok'tytbe of the kiagdoflii. 

Thus the flatste 12 Car, II. i$p. %4^.ff9U^ 
the general cjaarter fefllioai of- the coontjf^ power 



to adjflifge, to levy, nutigate, coiBpooncl» or UC^ 
feo ihefiiffeilVMS mi ptoakSet of ptrfoM of« 
ftndiiig agtioft the lawa of oicilii. 

Ab4 no ^irthrwri QfM dip^rfcda tl^eir 
firocecdiogH or ai^^ thcii qrdivicrfl^ttji^ t^ 

By the. 14 Car. U. eap^ n. aay juAfce mtf. 
ooamit perCbns hShderiiigofficera of ihe coftpma* 
ii| the exeeutioQ of their oficesj tnd the jof*^- 
lice^ ^t the quarter feffiona maj. iaflifit: the (e*- 
arity Q^ipc A isppntheiD. 

By I Jaci IL capi. 19. tKe jaftteed of the:* 
(^liaitep feff<yQaaiie yearly, at £a/lir ^nd A/s^ 
ibaitm^U 10 aicectaia the ma1tket<>prke(^corai 
W gvaia i«»P(ortod^ 

Aabys ft 61^. A^M cap. f. th^ are t^> 
4ctle the price ctf fak a&d rock^falb 

And by the ftat^tt iJmiit$ cap. i9. fwp* 
Itkffkes may fettle the aiEze of bread; fromk 
whom there may be aa ap^alto the gciier«l4 

Aife by the AUnte ttrAihuei FarK l.f(^. f^ 
sap. ift^ three jofthxta hMe pontcv ta adjoft tho^* 
chacgfo£ (ahiDg firaaded goods. . 

G;6; ^^3idU 
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.Aad further^ joftices of the' peace havc^ 
])ower given them, 

"By the 20 & 34 Car. II. to convift per- 
fona- 'Who cffifend againfttbc afts prohibittng 
the importation of great cattle, l^c* whom they* 
GiayJmprifon for three months. 

By^e lAnmc^cap. 21.. they have power 
to coWi(5 perfohs knowbgly receivings or buy- 
ing goods clandeftinely run or 101 ported, whom 
they may (for want of diftrels) imprifdu fbf 
a;hree months* 

* By the 2 & 3 Jlnnte^ cap: t\, they hafc 
j>ower to'convldl perfons who do ilot pay the 
penalty of 20 i. per bulhelfor fait broogKt 
ir^m Sudlandy. whom they may Jp|>rirpn fix 

months. . 

• • • - ^ ■• / , 

Power is likewife given hy the 10 & it 

IF.IiL cap. 22. that the juftices of the peace 

at their general quarter {eifions fhall hear and 

^letermlne matters* relating to the dnties'on 

• . * , . fc ' ., 

fah, ti^pop aay appeal by the perfons grieved hy 
.the judgraont of ^wo juftices 4 and the deter- 
jDinationctf ijach general quarter ifei&bns fhall 
fceJio^d, \ /! 



. And bf the a£l i Gef^ i» <^. lo. ««# ju-< 
flice of the ..peace may ooavift perfona of- 
fending in the fi(h-trade and levy the pe- 
Bahy of twenty pdanda by dtftrefs, (nt, for 
want of it, commit the <^eBdera to. twclvt 
months imprifooment. 

i\Bd by the ad8,6 do. L cap. 21, and S 
Geo.' I. cap. iS. two jvfticei refiding near the 
place .where feizures of brandy or yeflels of 
the burthen of fifteen jtuns lhall.be made, 
t>y virtue of any a6ts relating to the cofloms, 
for carrying nncuftomed prohibited goods from 
ihips inwards ; or for relandinj; certificate 
or debenture goods from fhips outwards \ and 
where feizures of horfes. or other cattle or 
carriages (hall be made, fpr being nfed in the 
reD3QViDg.an4 ophveyance of fuch goods j 

* ^HALL exaihine ihta^ bear and determloe 
all fach fciiures, and their judgment ihall be 
*nal, and not Habk to any appeal {even in tbg 
^Uayurfejpdfis) ttor'to any writ oiartwari. 

li'' ' 

V 

Apd tba| the judices of the peace may be^a- 
aVed' to bear and jcfeiermine queftions of pro- 
perty, is enaftecj by * ' . " 

• '•'•*,'»« I* 

• THeaa 7 A B/K UlfCBp. 30. diat-per* 
t>m T cfafiggr vdMuat&tmtfBOiitd bj fucbjnAices 

^9 
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to appear and give evidence on any iafdrraatioftt 
beibfefud^ jiiAiae*^ for.^eocet agaiaft the laws 
of exdfei ftall foifttt Ml pMDdb* 

It irilV 9am b9 ioamabqDt oa die clergjr^. 
#r iMr. adraoaieL dna^oflUv p^r/Sn^ to isew. 
why the clergy's property ia tyihe ftoald not 
Cpcthe eafe of thi^ fn^jefts of Eji^glandi ^nd forr 
the atfaiDinenjt of fpeedy jaftice, be heard audi 
determiaedby tbefimketiierhodSj which the tre^ir 
fare of th^ crown, and the property^ of tBer-* 
chaQt$ and perfons iatereOed ia all braachea.^ 
of tiade^ QUift fybmit to witbuii ^ffmh 

Thefe laws zSe£t not oaly the liberty aod^ 
property of private deatersj not only the re? 
veoue which. fopportSc the civil governmeofj. 
but the iptereft and effates of that vafjl bodyi 
the national creditors, who have trnfled theit« 
nrop^tiM to the fisuth and honour tf ffufii^^ 
fiaents; nor ^o thefe lawa tJk& the fwd^ 
on whkh the eorreat lervtcia of ibe year^ aiit|t> 
the lafety of the king aad Jfiblgdoai mQft:ai 9tt< 
times greatly depend. 

Thefe laws as they were enticed' fei 4^err 
mine quefiions oif ropertyi lA cafes of this traa^ 
icendent value and imporutBce, have been ahrayt- 
eftceaied>.Uws oC rigorooe advaatage ta fevomH 
ckf the p»>j^ty wh26li.tbtx.aaa.ia^.iacnv^jaii^ 
aMinuio* 



Tb^/are, laws which hj thoic fiirfiMt tvB^^ 
mtfuii ID Q^afeqpcnce of tkcoi^ and accord^ 
iog to the methods prefcribtd ro thaii» bave< 
wts. beeo^ooocdved lefs indalgent or eligtblo: 
diaa ony odler \7m% opoa whkh foka. or pro* 
Itcoiiooa m9f be groDoded* 

Aad' the exieafion^ of theft lawa^ lo otfacr' 
krtiichetof tfa4e» as it vit lately piopoftd,. 
oecafioned the. gveeteft nneefiaefaanopgft ihoib 
nAk% are \iiahU u hifit»d tiLtihefe nilhodt». tba^i 
over was koova ia our times, 

Vet^dris feptre aodfigoflOMaaethodofJa- 
ftlee have the fmple called J^JMlari deitred» «f 
the IqgUlative i^onacr for the miDvery o£ iyih^ 
dj^inft thimy rather than continuo Uafak to tiie- 
iDidtiplicityofrutUj the psotraQtoas of caoTeSt 
and eseeiSve cofts. of^ftiit, which are not lefs^ 
grmom to themUtu, thea odiovs to the la wi» , 
and r^i^aot to natural jaAke; 

They wi(h^not to be (bed \m tbiSrmethod^ 
hecanfe it is mdulgeoi ; they and all man* 
Idtid know it to^be a method fiiffidemly fevere 
Bpon thole tui9 wr$ find: bat they, pray ii^ 
from a realboable view, that they may not bs^ 
ruined by ftttts* in all-lhapea. carried oa wial^ 
ow end. ^ 
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They know it to be z fun method of recover- 
ing tytlie. and areoDly (bllicitous for it, bocai^ 
It is fhort and fpeedy. . 

This may te the cpuntry parfin*s real ob- 
jeAion to the method. For, he may defire 
to perfccute the ^^ahr as an obftinate Non^ 
tm/ormi/l; he may gratify unchriftiati re^CDge 
againft them ; and may for this equitable Te4- 
*foncomplttfi,that any reAraim of fuch fuits 
4enies him the methods of juftict ofed la this 
iingdom. 

tt appean, from the fiatntes akeady (^ed, 
to be a method of juftice ordained by law fo 
cafes of the moft genet al,i»pprtaat» l^nd valu- 
'4iblc conccftt. 

'But ^vhile liiis revinnd order oppofe it, as 
:a method of juflice not nfed in this king- 
dom, and therefore not fit to be nfed in 
determining qucftions which relate to their 
property: 

Can it be diought credible, that the dergy 
incited, purfued, and eftaiblilhed it themfelves. 
'tas a merhod of juflice in punifhing the ^uaJkeh^ 
^Bd all other protcflant diflenters, for the wor- 
p}ip of Cod according to iheir conicienc^ 

inA'a* 



infliAiog upon them fines, imprifonmenr, and 
banifhaieBt from their coootr; by tbe iame 
nrUtrarj dedfioo; which -as zealoufly a^^ k 
.was fought for in taking av^y the eftates of 
nonconformifts, is fo grievonfly complained of 
as taking away the birth*right of the clergy 
ia the law, ftad deprivji:^ them of their main- 
tenance i 

If we look back into the aA made in tbe 
fMirteenth year of Charles tbi fiandy eattded, 
Jn aSf to prrunii mifchufs and dangirs arijmg 
by the people foi/zi Quakers ; 

There It will appear, that juftices of tbe 
ptiice^ at the quarter feffioos, had power to eon* 
in& by noHrieus evidence eftbefa&y and to fitMi 
punifli, and tranfport Quakers, oa coovlfkioo of 
ibeu' boldtog that perfuafioa. 

Strange! that the clergy fhoold think tbe 
"arbitrary decifion of a quarter ^AcM compe- 
tent to take away the fortmes of this people* 
and to bani(h them from their country ; yet fair 
competent to determine fuits brought againft 
ifccm foclythes ! 

With regard to proteftant dtffmters of alt de* 
nominations, the fame method cX profccutlon was 
cftabliihcdby the influence of the clergy. 

The 



Cau& it reflniood' diffmtinf UoAeFSf from 
CDOung mthitt >Kw miim of any oorperaUoo>. 
17 Cm'. JL €9f. 8. 

Eaaftod, tbir nv!^' i>^|M fldjg^ conmit 
offenders of their own conYiAing to no lefs tha& 
fix months imprifonment. 

And by the adb^to firpprefr fiiitiitu cmtva^ 

I. The (Fatnle 16 Car. II. ai^. 4*. 

Two jsftteee iMSfe aathoriied for t&e firft 
•icooQ «^ fiM the party fiw pounds^ or to^ 
iflopeUba vkhoo^ btil for duet moatbttaad 
their certificate vm ta te & seflttcd o£ coflr 
inftion. 

. ft^ For cbe ficMd oiCaD^i tiiey vftH ip* 
iaffia a fibe of trnponadB, «rfix amidi»iflto> 

3. And, fdr the third offence tkej might 
tranTportthe offender for fevcn years, nnlefi 
he paid one b nuhoi poQodi before the end o^ 
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The conviAIons were to. be hj Mv^o jfeAieat 
of the peace, and the fines to be \vAtA, by- 
their warrants of dUbeTsi tbougb !a fome 
cafes to the valueof /wMtf/posods* 

%. The a|>peal of tli« purtf aggiiiemd yn^. 
to be to lise f nar/^ feffiof»» and no coort nut 
to intermeddle with any caufes of appeal npca 
this aA, bat they were to be finally detec* 
mined by the ^uacter ficifioas only* 

3. And a jaftice of the peace ia one coun- 
ty, was to certify to the juAices ia any oihefr 
of the flight of the offender. 

Thefe laws which were obulned before* 
the happy revolutim, and which were dirpeofed' 
with afterwards by the ToUration^aSi, in favour 
of the proteflant diflenters in general, and by 
the jtffirmatiptt'4i3 in favour of |be Qgakccs 10, 
particular^ 



8H;EW the Jec^fio/Ju/licif to he « 
tfhod hi great repute and tOimMAon wkh tbe^ 
clergy before the te?olation^ 

And though they now fuggeft it to be a< 
Vietbod of juOice not ufid im ihi iingdomh yet 

the. 
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the clergy themfclves, after the revolution, in- 
ferted the claufes in the 4ff!rmation»a£l^ . which 
gave jufticcs of peace the frjlcogniziancf of qm- 
ken tyihes. 

They infcrtcd them in a law which had 
no relation to tythe, and they would not agree 
that the Quakers affirmation (houldbe taken in- 
ilead of an oath, unlcfs juftices of peace might 
be truftcd with this arbitrary decifion of their 
tythdJ. 

A decifion which they: think reafonable ro 
conclude the Quaker, but not the parfon, in 
, qucftions relating to tythe. 

Thus the power of juJfUes of p$ace is a 
good and wholefome provifions when ^vea 
for the benefit of the clergy : but an anjnft and 
arbitrary method wheo ufcd for. the eafe of the 
Quaker* 

Thus It b right to fliut the Quaker out of 
All the king's courts, when the parfon holds 
^ ^Kpcdjieat to recover tythc in the coon- 
.iry i hut, it is denying the parfon the /r 
JiUe of the great charter^ if contrary to bis 
option he is referred to a decifion ia the 
^plintry. 

- ' * Tfcib 
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/Thas the ^Quaker fliall have no optfoo 
of courts of juftke to defend the property 
which the \afH fasith given him in mm-tinAsxii 
bis fubffanoe. 

■-■-'' .• ; 

Hnt the parfdn /half elaim Xihttvj io pro^ 
fecute in to«^n'and coumry/ ill ' IFg/fwiV^^r-* 
hailf the ecclefiajltcal courts and the quarUr 
feJJUnsy without r'eftraint, for the fingle tythc 
in which he hath an intereil, or he will 
complsdn tliat the jnftice. of nwgna <barta is 
denied : him i . • 

' . . . * 

And, the Quaker (hall have foiFered pro- 
fecution at the Quarter feiCons for forty years 
tqgetheri 

Yet the country par/on (hall tell us» that this 
decifioa by jujiices of the peace^ takes away 
the clergy's birth-right in the law, and is a. 
method of juAice not ufed in this kingdom. 

The country parfon, lfay\ fuggefls it ; 

For, 1 can hardly believe, that any man 
above f hat lovj charaSier^ would be fo fcanda* 
louflywe^k, as to fuggcft a/^^, which the 
poore'ft country plowman^ from daily experience, 
muft know to be falfe. 

^ ' And 
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< For tbts.I hadjesfim feDv%e;th&ahftiU and. 

< have always cboiea the new method for my 

< own fake and my neighbour's fake. 

After fnch an ackad^^lcdgmcnt that the 
remedy is eafy, that, the paribit had r«afoa 
to be thankfnl for It, and always bad cha- 
fes It ; would any man bdieve that Cace 
thde afls hare taken place, the^clergy have 
carried on in the moft oppreffive methods no 
lefe than 1 153 profecuiion$ ? 

The reafon of which rigorcHis fuits feeass to 
be, that the more gentle do not anfwer the par* 
foa's iwimtm infuifig. 

This intention is beft to be underftood 
from the words of the iountry par/onU pUa^, 
which afferts, that, the law was defigned to 
pun'ijh the Quaker with-holding tythe from the 
parfon. 

So that the recovery of tythe is not fuf- . 
ficient to the parfon, unlefe he can punijb by 
the method in which he ncovers. 

The parfon, as a principle of his religion^ . 
hplds tythe to be of divine right. 

The 
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> Tbe ^uaiiT^zs a prtQd|rfe ct his re]fgioa» 
holds tjthe to be abdiihed by the ioftitotiaa of 

[ the cbrijiian church. 

The law gWes the paHbn tythe as a 

temporal intereft ; and the parfon goes to law 

i not only to recover tythe, but to avenge the 

\ divhti right of bis order upon the po^r ^ahrj 

who calls ftamicirifiian. 

He knows the Quaker cannot yield that 
tythe, which all of bis ie& hold to be againft 
coolcience. 

He can by law recover it in any court; 
aod if the proceedings of fooie courts are more 
expenfive than others, he will fue in thofe 
courts, that he may puni/b the Quaker in the 
method of ncovtrhg tythe. 

This may agree with the boundlefs am* 
bition, and caufelefs cruelty, oi filfijh ecclefia* 
fticks,but it would be reproachful todhe juftice 
of a legiflative power, that ihould allow one 
part of the fubjeAs to take advantage of the 
unhappinefs, the infirmity, or religious preju- 
dice of another part^ for the ends of vexation 
and oppreflion. 

VOL. IL H Yet 
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Yet tlik U die ctfet ^hM tke parroll 
may worry Qgatefsfer tythe ia erery ODort tt 
fais will. 

If the parfoB &es in the exchequer, or pro* 
Iboutes ifl the ecclefiaAical courts, he cait 
^^pprefe the Quaker with hcavkr cofts; and 
jperhap5» byiitigiottibefs, nay ftr tlse benefit of 
his church, add the teftlh pajt «f a fartfaiEg to 
the rate of his tythe. 

WUi the fAxioxi then be fo diarkaUe as 
to fue before the jnflices, who can ooiy levy bis 
tythe, but not opprefs the Quaker With cods i 

No; far the law, fap 4hi t^uktry ^ffin^ 
•was made to PUNISH the Qqakcr for ite- 
fraudingmet^my tjrthes^ 

Therefore^ 

To make ecc^efiallical power terrible a^ 
moDgft nonconformifts, to fubdue their oppa» 
Jilion to the pride, the infolence, and ufur*- 
pation of unconfcionable churchmen, to make 
ferere examples .of thofe who oppofe divimi 
rightj and to indulge a litigious infatiabljr- 
covetous temper; 

-The 



TlMparfaa wlfl fae for tythe, ik>t whai» 
lie may eafily receiver it, but iffixtt he can with 
greater advantage at once newer and •ppnfi. 

This U called a foal chaqge on tbe clergy^ 
and their advocates want a i^ecification of 
Ji3ii5»lhat,tfaey,m4rJ>e ;d)te to vtedjcaic cbdr 

tpndaft* 

The fuits (hall be fyecified in the proper 
tourfe of enquiry . In this place it is 

enough to obferve, that as foul as the charge 
can be, it is a praAice which every clergy- 
man hath at bis option ; and whether it be fit^ 
ting that th^ Qiergy (hould be trnfted with 
fower to opprifs^ W a qucftion of fo eafy a dif- 
x:uffion, that they have not a friend in the 
' \vorldj who, as to his own particular^ would 
rhufe to live at their mercy. 

It Is taking away his power to opprefi, 
which occafions fo great an alarm. 

The tnintry parfw^ zealous for his power, 
pretends that Uie want of it will expofe him to 
injury. 

* The Quaker, fays he^ knowing that I 
• have no rcfort to the law, but muft be con- 
« eluded by the joflices in the country, will not 

H » • • ^n*y 
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< only keep all my tythe from me, bot will life 
' all his art and application to reduce the valne 
.< by the judgment in the country. 

* The juflices in the country w!U be under 

* a temptation, to nfe this power to cultivate 

* an cleftion-intcrcft. 

' Many Quakers are freeholders ; and as 
« they are great traders, have influence over 

* many others, and will ad as one man ia i 
^ oppofition to the parfon. I 

< I have but em voU for the county, and no 
« inUreJi: < 

This objeflioii is grounded altogether on a 
fuppofitjon, 

That the Quakers, one of the leflcr . bodies 
of difTenters, are ftronger in property and inte- 
reft, than all the clergy of the church tf England^ 
the two univerfities included \ 

Confeqacfltly, that the Quakers weight in 
trade will bear down the clergy *s weight in 
land; and, 

That country gentlemen will court an 
«le£lion-iDtere(l rather among the Quakers than 

liie 
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the clergy; whereas in fad» two thirds of the 
couDties K^ England are governed in their county 
de^lions by church intereft : 

And, in fuch counties will theQnakeror 
the parfon be moft likely to prevail, by the par- 
tiality of country gentlemen ? 

This parfon fays he hath but ^m vefe^ 
which is hard upon him ; becaufe, to my know- 
led ge» he hath m.re than one btnefia* 

He fays he bath no intere/f^ which I ain 
equally forry for ; becaufe, if it is true, it is 
owing to his ve^y bad chara^er* 

But can this allegation be general ? Can 
a beneficed clergyman have no intereft, where 
he hath fuch a property as tythe^ and where 
every farmer muft fubmit to his will| to avoid 
opprelGve profccutions ? 

' This power of maintaining a multttudef 
of fuits is the moft formidable power of the 
crown. And, if an officer of excije can in fome 
degree influence votes in eleflions by his 
power to opprcfs (which many ftatutes pro- 
vided to reftrain fuch influences have declar- 
ed) can a clergyman, having power to profc- 
Cttte, be without the fame influence over the 
H 3 votes 
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iM€s of the pcofrie ? And, » there oot the 
ftme reafiMi to rtfhriiifi it I 

Every clergyman by his iotereft with the 
more devout and yiekling fex, by bis inter- 
cxHirfes with the fick> by his knowledge of all 
the famiiy-afFairs ia his pariA, and by recoD-' 
ciilog even the quarrels which he foments, may 
procure to himfelf the Ugbelt intaence over the 
voces of bis people. 

When the weight of his property in thcip 
lands is added to bis interpofition in their pri- 
vate affairs ; when fear co*opecates with kind- 
nefs, and he can awe tbofe into ibbmi^a^ 
whom be cannot perfoade to love bim: 

What pari(hionery having a vote in elec« 
tions^ can refufe it to the req/ueft of bis padba-? 

I was ever of opinion, that a clergyman mnft 
have -the worft judgment of any man in his 
neigbbourboodt if be bath not the beftintesefl. 

And, the pretence, that trials of tythe by 
juAices of peace will become fubfervient ta 
an eledlion-intereft, might naturally make a 
Quaker fear to abide this trial, where the bia& 
of the court muft by fo great a probability be 
be in favour of the clei^y. 
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iBut this is the tSttcBCc between the parfoo 
and the Quaker ; 

The jofllceSy if ever fo much biaflTed, caa 
only by a fpeedy deciiiofi levy the ty the i aad^ 
this will not aggrieve the Quaker : 

Whereas thepaifon covets a protrafled fuit 
in an expenfive court, which may not only xe- 
«Qver bis tythe, butgraiify his revenge* 

With this view he magnifies theQuakei;a 
dealings io trade, and intcreAs ia eledlions ; 

As if thefe could tranfcend ;that intereft 
bi land» and power in ele£lioas which the 
tythe o( the clergy, 4he endowments of chap* 
4ers« coilegei^ and univerflties, and the epilco- 
pal nevennes of the kingdomj^ have eflabliOied 
in favour of the church : 

A powcr» that every man fees to be daily 
iotreafing from the capacities of that corpora- 
tion, which b enabled to pnrchafe all tbo 
lands of England in mprtnmtu 

A power that will, in the courfe of tiaie« 

if it be unchecked in its progrefs,^ extend it» 

fway over all the property of the kiogdom, 

H 4 though. 
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though contrary to the genius, and tending to 
the dejftruftion of this free government f 

With the view of fupporting this exorbi- 
tant power, the country par fin takes the infamous 
Uberty oftaxingthe juflice of all mankind. 

It Is his grievance> that, 

I. ^ By this bill he muft be tied down, for 
' the value of his tythes, by the judgment of 
* tw0 juftices, out of whofe lands the tythe 
< aiifcs, and whofe (enants pay it. 



2. * The two jufticcs who gave the fen- 

* tenc^e wilt be on the bench at the quarter feffi- 

* ons, or if they are not, it may happen thaC 
their brother juftices may think it more expe-, 

* dient that a parfon fliould lofe forty or fifty 

* (hilliogs (a great part of the demand) than 

* that two worthy gentlemen juAices of the 
' peace (hould be fufpeded of partiality. 



4 



« 



3. « The eftabliftied miniftry will be left 
without a maintenance, by the iniquity and 
' partiality of witncfTes, who are generally far- 

* mers and countrymen/ and undervalue the 
« tythes, thodgh by evidence upon their 

* oaths.' 

This 
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This 18 the decent aod charitable maoner 
in which the country parfon exprefles himfelf of 
the whole people of England^ from the country 
gentleman down to the country farmer : 

As if the gentlcmep in the commiffion rf 
thi pioci for the feveral counties of England^ had 
not as a fair a reputadon for juftice, and as few 
temptations to be partial, as the judges of an 
ecclefiaftical court, who, though the creatures 
of the clergy, fit there to decide the properties 
of laymen: or. 

As if it were a foul charge on iioy man who 
wears a calRxrk, to fuppofe, that he will be 
opprefEve in his fuits, or enormous in his exac* 
tions, though manifeflly for the enriching of his 
family, and impoverxfiiiog his adrerfary ; 

Yet a modeft and fair accufation, that none 
of the gentlemen of England are fuffictently 
impartial, to render juftice between clergynieQ 
and Quakers. 

The firft allegation, 

* That the parfon will be tied down for the 

* value of his tyihcs to the judgment of two 

H s * gentle- 
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« gentlemeo, out of whofc lands the tytl^ 
« arifev, or whoTe teosHupay ki 

IsaUblatcly&lfe: 

Becaofe, i. The bill excepts fiich juftke^ 
9$mca93f wap tntirffttd in thi tythss ir 

2. The parfoQ who may complsua to any 
tW9Jtifticesj never will complain to any cm^ out 
of >yhpfe laod the tjthe arifes, or wbofe teaaat 
fays it I but 

He will hare the whole commiflion ef tU 
f$a€t to pick two jodices out of, aod will cer- 
tainly apply where be hath mod expe£):atioB of 
parthlity to his order. 

The next alfegatkmy 

^ That wheo two jnAkes of the peace 

* have gtTen fentence, the genikmen rfihe^ auray 
■* may thmk k more expedient that the parfcnk 

• fliould iofe forty or fifty {hillings (a great 

* part of his demand) than that two of theijr 

• brethren ftiould be fofpeftcd of partiality ^' 

Is abfurdi malicious^ falfe^ and fcafidalous. 

It 



It n«t ooJf rcfleds oa the hoooor of the 
StMloBeQ cf England \ but fop{K>res» that tWQ 
juftices caoQot err in their jodgme&t withoa( 
fufjpicion of partiality : and, 

It (appo{es» that all the geatleoien of a 
cooQtry will be partial and imjuft, rather thao 
Ibat two of their brethren (honld be accounted" 
tnraDeow in ^17 pArticolarjndgment. 

Did the country parfm leam tp think Am of 
judicial proceedings from thofe in icclefiaftkal 
courts? la the cbanulbr oi the diocefe, partial 
in faronr of the clergy, left the church fuffer 
fc^uidal from the fuppoirtton that a clergyman^ 
who lofes his caufe is unjufl in his fuit ? Or, 

>• 
Is the dean of the arches accnftomed to 
think it more expedient, that the appellant in 
his court Ibonld lofe his fuit, rather than that a 
hratbcr do^or (the chancellor againft whofe 
iudgment the appeal is brought) (honld be fuf- 
peCted of partiality in his decifion f ' 

What have the landed gentlemen of this 
kingdom done to offend this parfcny that they, 
wlw of all others arc moft intcrcflcd in the 
pnblic happinefs, (hould be treated as kaft 
of all qualified to adminifter public juftice ? 

H « ^^ 
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Or, that they (hould be treated as a band 
of rapareeSy combined to fapport each other in 
a As of iojuAice ; 

And, lefs to be fufpeAed of decidiog fuitt 
impartially y than that wooden implement of 
church power, who judges by commif&on from 
the clergy, who owes them partiality in 
requital for his promotion, and is tempted to 
cocourage a multitude of fuit$ to encreafe his 
own fees of office i 

I hope the gentlemen of the county where- 
in this candid parfon refidcs, will make him 
the mod public acknowledgments of thefe in- 
difcriminate reflections, which fo remarkably 
diftinguifh his humanity as a gentleman, his po- 
litenefs as a fcholar, his meeknefs as a clergy- 
man, and his charity as a chriAian. 

But I hope at the fame time, that he will 
never be admitted to fit amongft them ; be- 
caufea man, who can think of them as fuch a 
partial y#/ of mifcreants^ may probably be an 
example to juflify his own reflections. 

And as to the charge on the farmers and 
countrymen, who are reprefented in every part 
aithi pkCi as robbiog the ckrgy of their main- 
tenance 
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tenance I7 thctrinifrntj and pirjury^ io under- 
▼alDuig the tyth€S» it iviU be a fuffictent anjwer 
in general, that if there was lefs avarice and 
injuftice in the clergy, they would be lefs for- 
ward in accnfing the country of iniquity and 
perjury. 

It 1$ faA, that the farmfrs in general never 
gave. the ^i;^ff-fo high a rate for bis ^tbet 
but be Ipoked on it as below his due, and wore 
they to give him nine-tinths of their fubftaocet 
it would not fatisfy the ravenous fpirit of fome 
clergymen, fo long as the farmers retain omfari 
in tin to themfelves. 

Is this fcverely fpoken of the clergy ? Let 
any man judge, whether it can be more fevers 
than warrantable, when provoked ^^ a cltrgymany 
who is capable of defaming all the gentlemtn of 
England as partial and udjuft judges, and the 
whole yeomanry of England as knaves in their 
dealings, and pirjund villains in courts of juftice. 

Perfuadittg myfelf, that fomuch as hath been 
faid on this fubjeA will vindicate the honour of 
EngUfb gentlemen, and their competency for 
the jurifdidion which is given them by thii 

bill; 

I proceed to examine the reft of the pre- 
tences^ that it muft injure the parfon^s property: 

Of 
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Of whkb BOQc caa be more eoflamiog^ tbaa 
the complaint ia the i6th pag^y 

« No C^aker, ftf^ the parfm^ will,, aftci: 

* fuch a law (hall be made, fet out his tythes^ 

< bot will retain them to his own life ; and 
•^ I flialt be debarred of havlag tbem m tiud^ 

< how sceeffivy feerer dtey be fo mj owD» aai 
« ngr fiMuly't fobfiikencc 

* By^Iaw tfre parfim caanot fet ovt hk owo 

* tythe, and carry it away, but the occupier 
^ of the land muft fet it out ; at»d if the p^^ 

* fon intermeddle with the corn before the oc* 
' cupier hath fet out the tythe, he is Tiable to 
5 an aAioQ, 

« The Quaker*& confcieace will not per- 

* mi binat to fet out the tythe : fo that wiib 

* the law on one fide, and the Quaker's con- 

* fcience on the other, no tythe can ever be fet 
^ out in this cafe.' 

Would any man imik^e, after this gric- 
fOQs con^laiot of the law on one fide^ and the 
Quaker's confcience on the other, that the bill 
aftually gives the parfon a better remedy than 
ever to receive his tytbes in kind ? And, that 
if they are really MceflTaiy to biiowD>orhtf 

* ' family's 



hmWfs fobfifteace, be mwf have tb«ai m kia$ 
€f tb9Qsa>£eis by tWatd of dm Ml ? 

He fiq» tke Qji atkcf *$ ceo^toce wHl not fet^ 
fle^ ttluk (o ic( one tbe tjEibe ; 

Bot then, tbi billfayfy Ac jtrfffces irai:i»Br 
fliall imiae^eely levy tbefe tytbes, 

I So thst the dillrefi may be made upon the 
I tythaHc matter, and the parfonmay have It i^ 
I kind, with better meafore tbtt if the QnalDor 
had fet out his tythes ^ 

And the Qnaker fliall pay the coft^ 
This fs ea(yj<iftice. 

Bat the parfon hath aUedged, ^ That by 

• the laws in behig, he may recover /rrf/r 

• damagts o£cif€rf Qiraher not fcttmg out hi» 

• tytbc/ 

This is the parfonVreatobjedionagainft the 
^WUi and a moft confcitntious objefHon it 
irtll appear to be j for 

The paribo, knowing the Qnaker to be 
reflrained by fcrupli of confiitnu it^m fetting 
one lus t^^Bi/h looks i^poB the penalty of tnhk 

damages 
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damages to be a Aire lAtere^ which be batb at 
prefent in every Quaker's property ; and where- 
as he hath but one tytbe of any other man, he 
takes tbri0 of every Quaker, or finflfHUnp m 
tht pmnd from the produce of the laod^beGde 
deftroyiDg great part of the remaioder> by load- 
log him with cofts of fuits. 

Can you think then, that the parfm will 
confieat to a law which may pin him down to 
bis iytbi enly^zni, not allow him to recover /r/£Zr 
tythes of every Quaker in his parifh I 

Can you think that, yhilft the Quaker's 
default oi fitting out tphe is fo profitable, to 
the parfon, he witl ever confent that a ju^im 
of the peace fliould/rf tbe/n outf&r ibe ^oktr^ 
and fave the poor man from the penalty of a 
default i 

This is nafcn with a parfon againft the 
proviflon of this bill, bat can never be a 
reafon with any other man. It may be an in* 
-lereft of precious concern to the clergy, but 
it would be a reproach to public juflice, 
were they fufFcred to demand thru timts tbi 
value of their tythes in the king's courts, 
on pretence of their not being fet outy when 
any two ju/ices of the peace in the neigh- 
bourhood may graat their warrants to take 

them 



0nd Orthodoxy Jhahn. 161 

them in the field, in the barn, or wherever they 
may be found. 

If this does not fatisfy the parfon, there is 
an expedient, which, as I have heard and be- 
ficvc the Quakers will not oppofe, and which 
ffluft lilence the parfon's objedions. 

The two juflices of the peace, who hare 
power by their warrant to levy the value of the 
tjthes, when they are withheld, may by their 
warrant authorize a fit peribn to fet them ont^ 
when they ought to be paid in kind. 

The law, in this cafe, will not impofe it on 
the Quaker to fet out tythes contrary to his 
confcience, nor will the Quaker be fubjed to 
pay three tythes for not having fet out one: 
but an officer will be appointed to fet out the 
tythe, which the Quaker, from his fcruple of 
confcience, is difabled to fet out himielf. And 
the parfon will not then have the plea of necef- 
fity, to juftify his going to law for his tythes, 
nor the fcandalous temptatipn of fuing thf Q^- 
ker for three times the value of them. 

The parfon may anfwer, that this will be 
a provifion for the recovery of great tythes, 
as £0mj hay, i^c. But how (hall he take his 
fmall tythes ? * Muft I, fays hi, in the 27th 

page. 



} 



«* page, watch when a cowr fills into labour, or 

* muft I keep a regider of all the calves and 

< pigs that are born in my parifh ?' 

This leads os to the objedions which he 
makes, in the next page, againll this bilU ^ 

< As the law now ftands, the parfon can 

• bring a bill of difcovery in courts of eqoity > 
^ in which cafe the farmer is obliged to fet 

• our his tytheablt matter and the valoc, and is 
*' llabfr to profecDtion for perjury, if he isgnilty 

* of it. But is every juftice in the kingdom to 

< beereAed into a chancellor ? If not, by what 
« proceedings AaR the ptrfon make a difcovery 

< in thefe cafes .^ 

Itis ti» be obfotntdv thir die pirfoB fibril 
p«tt acafe oftiiU ^ Mfamerj tO' bo brooglit 
ift^the excheqwer, aftep thi»law fliriltake place s 
yet in the Dent paragraph comfrfaina, that no 
f«ch bill cao be brought there* He &ft cooa- 
pMas of the hardiiips wldch be (hall fiiffer in 
bringing fach a^biH, tad lext fens it forth ashia 
hardihip that he eaooot bring fach a btlK Tbb 
is extraordinary J 

I know not, that the law propped wilt 
take away the jorffdlftion kA co»rta of equity 
t^ retain ^/7/i of dtfcwiryi I am not certain, 

that 
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that the proceediog by hiil in equity is the moll 
reafbnable method tabe ufed for fuch difcovery« 
- B ut la anfwer to that arch queAioa* 



h ivery jujtice to be ereSfed into a chancellor f \ 
mitt fay, it feems as reafooablethat there (ho^Id 
be a chanceHor la every court of quarter fc{^ 
fioiw, flff in ereiy couf r c^ the clergy : and, I 
^mk, if rfre bw mu(t compel a Quaker to dlP 
cover the value of his tythes, ihat ia this Cafe, 
the cheap eil method of jiiicotwry will be th« 
beft method ; and that the juflices at the quac^ 
^er (efTions^ may ex^amine bun. with as gpod 
ef!e£l (taough oot wUh fo much coA) a» tfa« 
pacfba cap ioterrog^e hin withf ia the cocnt 
ofeaichequertf 

There is a flight obje^lon in the fame page 
worked up into a loud complaint, ' that the 
^ jttfUces cannot compel witaeflfes to aicend 
' them.' Bot toreoMdy thia, the fame claofir 
may be prodded ia this bill, as ia rektioa ta 
the excife, by the aft 7 & 8 ^. UL whick in* 
fli£ls the penalty of ten pounds on any one who 
fliall aot appear as a witnefs, on fummons f^om 
a jttftice of the peace* And, 

The Qodksr imift be equafty fotlkttoHs for 
feck a^ctoufe, m he-maft be equally ^fted by 
the want of means to compel the appearance of 
witae0es. 

Sa 
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So that, in the manner of working up this 
objeftion, the couniry parfon ftrains it beyond 
what truth can juftifyy and endeavours to make 
the clergy think, from this prefent want of power 
in juftices, that this bill denies it, becaufc it 
does not mention it ; and that in the manner of 
drawing the bill, it feemeth intended to leave 
the property of tythe precarious. 

Whereas a bill of this comprehenlive nature 
can hardly be prepared^ fo full or fo corredl 
in the firA drawing, as to want no additional 
elaufe or amendment ; and the ordinary forms 
of parliament give ample opportunities for in* 
fertiag them before it becomes x law. 

It is oext objeAed, that 

* In the original caufe before the juftices, 
^ the parfon is fuppofed to have juft caufe of 
•complaint, and to recover in fome (hape or 
• other, and to be entitled to cofts^ 

And that 



• It !s probable he may ordinarily be the 
appellant to the quarter feiEon$> and cods 
may be againft hh&. 

•How 
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« How is It then, fays the ^arfin^ that tji^ 
« bill limits the cofis in the firft inftancc^ ' 
.* when the paribn is to receive them, and 
« leaves them arhitrarj in the fecond, when 
* the parfon is to pay them V 

There is nothing more in this objeAion, than 
that two jufiices are limited to give cofls, and 
the fA^oIi bencby at their quarter iei&oQS left 
to give cods according to difcretion. And, 

I • In the firft inftance of complaint, it may 
be reafonable to fpecify the cofts, which (ball 
not be exceeded j. to the end that the two ju- 
Ilices, though ever fo partial to the complaint, 
may not opprefs the defendant with cofts. Bat, 

2. In the appeal, if the paifon or Quaker 
appear to be litigious, it may be reafonable, 
that all the juftlces of the county fliould have 
power to give txmplary cofts, though it might 
be iefs fafe to leave it in the difcretioa of any 
^wo of them. 

And now we. come to the grievous objcdbo 

Againft the bill ; (page 29) that 

^ If the parfon brin^ an indiAment or In- 
^ formation, againft the Quaker or his wlt- 

« neffcs 
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^ficflcs for PERJURY, and (hall fail to 
« make a kgal proof (as is (uggcfted hceafily 

* may do) ia that cafe, tig hiU/ayi^ the defen^ 

* dant (ball reccnrer inblt lofiu 

Extremely hard! that ^ fdfr accQfiitloii 
of perjury (hould be liable to TREBLE 
COSTS! 

If the psnrfon cannot prove perjury^ why 
fhcnid he charge it ? If the nature of the proof 
is di$ailt, does not joflice impo(e this diffi> 
tulty ? Onght any man to be convi£ted of 
foch a crime from flight appearances ? from a 
tovctoos parfon's fufpicion ; or from a difap- 
pointed parfon's refentmetit i And if tlie parfoa 
wants the evidence which the law requires^ 
fliould the law allow him, unpnnifhed to pub-^ 
iilh fo much infamy i 

This is the manner of moViog compaflion fot 
the 'Clergy i 

1. Be reprefettts the two jnAices^ befort 
whom he complains, as unjull judged. 

N 

2. He reprefeots the whohs bench of ju^ 
fiicesy before whom he brtnga hft appealf 
as partial to the ifyuftice of thek two 
brethren. 

If 



! 
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J ' 

I IF he brings a bill of difcovery ia the«x^ 
tbeqoer, 

3. He rqxrefeats the Qaaker) as peijtxring 
himfelf to defraud the parfon of his tythes. 

iQr, ifnD iiiie be A\tt€teA by the exche- 
tpier for the value of tyfbe to be tried 1)y the 
country, 

^. He rcfffefeots the verdid ^ dse jury to 
be viry^Ttud \ and, 

5. The witoefles ia t^try cafe and every 
court to be perjured and corrupt. 

Suich a comhinatioQ is fuppofed to be ia«re-* 
ry country agaiaft the claim of tythe I 

If the i^rfon (boldteg all thcfe erticks ef 
faith as mceffary tofahation) cannot prove this 
tNJUSTICfe, P ARTIALrTY, PER^ 
JURY, and CORK UPTIOM} 

What then ? 

Why then, he aauft piqr inble €9fis t 

Did ever the chrijiian church fuffcr fdch 
Imfecntion ? 

^ Yeti 
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Yet, a layman would be fet in the pillory, 
for a tythe of that defamation which this par* 
Jm hath piibliQied agatnfl: the joftioe of his 
couqtry. 

I €onfef$> if I might judge of « mao*s con- 
fcieoce, who (hooid publifli fo much flander 
agaiaft all ranks and degrees of men, I flionld 
take it to be of the blackeft complexion. An 
honeft inan will repofe a reaibnable confidence 
in the honefty of other men» bn'tfe who would 
have no man thooght to be juft, Teems to wiOi^ 
that no man fliould be in a condition to do him 
jufticc. 

However, fince the oppofoion tq this bill 
hath had its chief fupport from the clamoar 
againft the power of the juftices, fince the geti^ 
flemen of England have been charged with fuch 
corruption, partiality and iojufiice, it hath been 
propofed that xka^ judge of ajp^e (hould be ap^ 
pointed, inftead of the court of quarttr fijftons^ 
to hear and determine appeals ;A^d, the Qua- 
kers have not objedled to this propofition, be- 
caufe they defire no other than fpeedy juftice, 
and will be glad of receiving it any where. 

Nor can the parfon objedb to this final 
decifion by the jitdge of aiSze> who cAi have 

no 
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no iotereft to cultivate in the conatty) who 
jcaanot have any undue regard to the juftic69» 
ifrom whom jdie party appeals, and who will 
no^ be the (ame perlcm at any two aiCzi^ in the 
fame circuit. 

There are, neveribelefs, fome objeftion$ 
agalaA tfai^ alteration of the bill. 

I* It is not yet known, that the judges are 
wiliiDg to be charged with this additional 
load on the bufinefs of the aflize. And, U 
'may not be reafonable to impofe it upon them, 
if it can be other ways difpofed of, becaufe the 
late afts of parliament, cfpecially thofe relating 
to the difcharge of debtors, have already occa- 
Honed more bufinefs toxome'before them, than 
the ufual time of affizes will allow them con- 
veniently to determine. 

' And, 2. The next objeflion is of flill 
greater weight. Such an alteration would 
countenance the fcandalous objedions againft 
iht honour of the gtnxltmtxioi England. 

And therefore, I declare myfelf freely on 
the matter, I (hall give my negative to it. 

fivery gentleman by this time hath formed 
his judgment whether the juftices of peace de- 
, VOL. II. I fcrve 



fervc thfe tr»fl>; op whether the power witik 
^Inck thb bill' infcfis them, wiltbe efftdmri* to 
the ends for which it Is pp&pofedl And there* 
forel fliall not examioe wy ftrther Ae country 
parfon*% objcftions, cither to their qindiffcations 
for the cognizance of tythcs, or to the fuf- 
ficieocy of their jurifdiaion for the recovery of 
tythes.. But, 

The general iff^y, which their decifibns 
will have, upon the inijcreft of the clergy 10 
tythe, as it is foretold by the country par/on^ 
defervcs vo-y particular notice, 

< The quarter feflions price, fays be^ will 
< be a ftanding rule for the value of tythes 
« in every county. And 

• The bill will probably, in procefs of 
^ tiioe, introduce a general m^aus decimatuU 
- * for the whole kingdom/ 

To this I anfvvcc,. th*tt 

I capnot fee the probability of any fach 
confequeoces to flow from this bill: or, that 
when the juftices have determined the value of 
tythe in one farm, it will b(& a riik for the 
vatuc of tythe m any other. 

For, 



For, if the foil U feidtm of equfil good* 
iiefs ia atiy two mte's lands* (aad the produce 
efuft always be In Vadne iCcordtag to the^ood- 
iiefs of tlie land ;} 

Wilt ft be fofBdcOt foi* any fit Act to {^ 
before the juAtces, j9U have determined the 
value (f another man's tythe at fuch a rate; 
ffU oo^t iher^re fif cbay-ge m Ut) higher, tbcugk 
the land which I fimn h of tivble vahe^ aeii 
produces a treWe crop-? 

Or, wfll it conclude the parfod, yk'ifti t^ 
Cpe<Sl to any particular eflate, that the jufticc 
deterdtibed the valne at focli a rate in any par- 
tictihr year ? Will lie tiot ftieW that the land 
hath been improved, the prddttce increa&d, and 
that the value <ii liife tythe is |;i'eatcr tbati whei 
it was laft'4etenxAied ? 

This infinite ^ar^y of cafes, this freqaem: 
diffisrence betweeik cme faniier*s land and ano- 
ther's, nay, betweeti the fame land in different 
years, Will make it impoffible that the quarts 
fjjions price, as declared on aey occafion, caa 
become the ftaading rule for the valne of tythe 
ia that conntyi or even in that pari(h where ic 
arifah* 

I 2 1^^^ 
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' But if a general modm decimandi for the 
mrbole kingdom were to cnfue ; if a knawn de* 
i^minate- value could be-eftabliflied for the tythe 
of every county, though I fee no hope of at- 
taining it, I think fincerely, that it would be 
a general goods-as v^oll to uhe clergy as the 
4aity: For, 

The clergy would be endowed with-a^bet- 
ter maintenance, though they were flowed a 
lefs rate, and the laity would te charged 
wi^h a lighter burthen, though they paid a 
jiigher rate. .. 

The certainty of the modus woiild fave the 
^]{ pence of thefe unhappy controverfies which 
impoveri(h the parfon., who even raifes the va- 
lue of his tythe, and which beggar the farmer^ 
though he brings it below the value. 

The title ' to the modus would be fimple, 
clear, and unperplexed ; the recovery of it eafy 
aud Ihort. There would be no occafion of 
racking the layman's confcience to difcover on 
his oath againll the biaf$ of his iotereft. And 
there could not pofBbly be an opportunity of 
cheating the parfon of his maintenance, asTis 
now feid to be praflifcd, by Perjury^ Petriia^ 
lity, and Inju/Hoe. 



Ofuf ORTHODOXY Jhaken.\ ly^ 

The advantages of this certain appointment > 
for the maitttenance of the clergy, are ma- 
nlfeft in thoft parifhes where it ia^ levied, by a*^ 
POUND RATE upon the inhabitants; 
nor will I deny the reverend order this jufticc, 
that, tenacious as they zre of ihc divifii right 
of^tythes^. they haye jjcver fcriipled to prefer a 
parliamentary right to a pound rate, whc^* *^ 
promifed them a better reveniie. 

In general, it may be faid with triuH, 
there never was an ImpofitioD on mankind more 
fruitful of faw fusts j-^ than the claim of tythe,; 
which never knows a certain value* 

Nor, was there ever an impontion more< 
grievous andoppreflive than the^claioii of tytKc, 
which takes a tenth from the produce of the 
poor man's labour, who manures the land, 
who employs his own flock to raife the tythe, 
and Surrenders the choice of the harveft to the^ 
prieft, who neither ploughs nor fows. 

The improvement of the land is at leaft 
equal to the value of the land, and a tenth part 
of the produce free from all charges of raifing.. 
it, is not a tythe, but a F I F T J»I part of every 
liian's property ; a ftanding LAND TAX 
OF FOUR SHII-LINGS in the pound,.. 
upon all the fubjefts of England. 

I 2 1£ < 
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If k be copGder^d with refpcA to fn^ilt 
iy/hes, the gr'ievance is heavicft upon the 
poorcft of the people. Thofe who are rather 
ebjedls of charity, and fie to receive a](ns« 
are the fubje6l& of ecclefiaftical oppreflioo, and 
compelled to pay tythe. 

If a poor widow, the labour of whofe 
Bands, aod the produce of whofe garden, are 
the only fubfidence of herfelf and five or fix 
chUdren, bath an^/f/^^/r^^, (he mud give the 
lenth of her friut ; if (he keep a h^a^ (he muft 
give evec y tctsth egg; or eirery tenth chicken ; 
and if (he hath a ha bivt^ (he i&uQ yield a 
tenth of her ws^x and her honey, 

TO TftE PARSON OF THE 
lARISHj 

Who, if he is not &ti»fied with her coo* 
tributioot, will profecute her ia the eccle(iaftical 
court, and make bcr depofe qpoa Qatb» honr 
wany pippins grew upon her tree ? How many 
chifks were batched ? How many eggi were 
addled ? And what caTaahies happeofid IQ H^ 
managemeat of her & £ E* H I V £• 

This was the complaint of Chaucer^^ pjow^ 
m^ns agatoft the pritft of bis^ times; 



F(^ the tytbing ^f a intli^ 
Or an apple^ or an aye^ 
They make men /were uptfn d i§si ; 
Thus tbeyfoulen Cbri/lafafi* 

Is it then uareafonahle to complaia of this 
tythe of the clergy, as the eaft-wind that wi- 
thers the fruit, the caterpillar that deftroys ihe 
barveft in the ear, the locuft that preys upon' 
(he property of the rich, and eats up the bre&d 
of the poor^ A& harpy th^t carries law-fuits iff 
ooe claw, asd famine ia another ? That de-/ 
vours what tlie public taxes fpare, aod is more 
wexorabk than an excife f 

This prodigious urttrpation upon the pro- 
pertf of mankind, inake^ the bill before us the 
more abfoititeiy fieceil^ry, and moves all indig* 
nation againft the parfon^ who foggefts, * That 

* the biH will encourage the QoaJter in fetiing 

* up a right, upon the plea of confcience, to 

* another man^s ejlotd* 

I faid to myfelf, 

Doth not the country par/on appe&l to every 
man's confcience, when he demancls tythe 06 
divine right ?, 

.1 4, Wheii 
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WhcQ he claims it as a duiy to God?. 

And* muft he not fo for allow the Qua- 
ker's conjcuna to decide ? 

But, fays the parfn^ 

* I wifli the Quaker's confclencc could be 

* examined in this point. Is he ^land-owner ? 

* Let him be aflced, upon his confcience, 
*• whether he paid any confiderarton to the 

* vender of the land-^ beyond the ufual priccg 
^ and upon a fiuppoAtion that no tythes would 

* be due from his land ? is he a farmer^ 

* Let him be aflced, whether he pays more 

* Fent, than a church man nfcd to give for the 

* farm, and in confideration of bis paying no 

* tythe ? If he cannot fay that he eifhcr bought,. 
' or hired the tythe (and he can , fay neitber)i 
< whaj titles h^th.hq to it ?* 



I muft here obferve, that 



The country par/on lays down a lavf of 
operty, by this examination of the Quaker's 
_nCcitnce ; 

A jgropoCtiop, 



Tbali 
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That if any burthen upon land (hall con- 
tinue, till it leflcn the value of our lands, it' 
then becomes a property in the ufurpcrs, and* ) 
the landed men ihall never- be* diftharged^ 
becaufe all fubfequent purcbafes are-made with :- 
the confideratioi^ of- fuch an incumbrance Upon ^ 
the laod. 

, There are three remarkable tafes in our hif^ 
tory, which vrill fall under this prppofitioa ; .< ^ 

I. The. zi^LxcntRcmefcot^ or Peifr-peny^; ^ 
Viras a penny, charged upon every hotife, by^ ^ 
Ina, king of xht-Weft Saxonsyhcitigvx Kome ' 
in pilgrimage, ^w«^ 720, and by Oj^, king* - 
of the' Afercians^ Anno 794, to fuftdia the*'.* 
jffn^///ft fchool there. » It amounted to ihrea* - 
Irundred mark* and A' fioble yearly for the.* 
whole realm,, and was paid to thefceof*-S^/w^- ' 
on the feaft of St. PtUr adVincuhy being the r 
firfl. day of Augvji^ till it was abolifhed :by pwr- - ' 
liameni^ 5^5 //(?«. VIII. V«tf^^i534».^ 

JI. The tiXizxntSi Dcmt'gtltrVfQ^ a-tTibtite^> , 
of one ftiillingi and aftcrvterds of two AUliiigs^f , 
t(pon every hide of land 4 orlgleially. levied for-* ^ 
cleariog the feas of*^^<7»|^ pyfates^ or fdrv ' 
pjorchafing: peaces o£i. ttiem* as. by^.£l^^/4/»n • 
i»ho raifed fbr this purpofe, firll lOyOOO.^^^'it; r 
1»S: x6,oooJ^j- 
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16,000/. then 24,000/. then 36,000/. anct 
bflly, 48jOoa/ Eibmrdthc confcflbr relcafc*^> 
this tasu It was^ levied agaia by the dnquer^ ;-. 
^ by ^. Rufui\ but it vms relca&d bj? 
^ff« L aad fioall}: by,K« £/i|^^ 

. Iir. Theanckitf ^^TK, oti^dicimaiUn of- 
all the fubjeAs goods^ was the nfual fobfidjF^ 
given from, time to time by parliament, and't 
was levied^ as is the lythc of thereiergy^ bjpr 
dbe iitiA oi everyi tMog i/i kind. .. 

Thos^intheparllament-rott^i3-£:riI: JNfi?. 6,? « 
The lords grant to the king, tb^ tenth fl^e^ 
of all the cora of their demefoes, e&<ept of chetffi 
hoQfid tenants; the tmh fiatt oi vi^xAy and^ 
i^ttnth /sjpti ofHheir owa^ilore, to bev paid iar 
two. years; ani. pray, that tbu. gjrant. tura. nctt 
hto a cufioai# 



So, ia the parlftiment roll of the nextyeaiii. 
14 £. IIL 2^**-S, it is entered, th prelate *»— 
rions, and all the commans of thif realmy grane^ 
to the king the ninth lamh^ the nm\\i' fleece^ fha- 
ninth Jhiofy and of cities and k$r$vghe the v^ryr 
ninth part of all their goods and^hsitithr t» be 
taken by two years ^te come^ And with' thisy^ 
agrees the fiatutebook^ Avm X4..£kIII. Sm. i. . 
€Gpr\%^ 

-.«. But,-. 
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Bar, when the aid gjvea was %^m*d^fme^. 
or fifimUb^ then, the kJog appointed /w^ af^-- 
Mftn in ever; coonty^ and they appointed 
tuffhn la every hoodred, who nuide a true va- 
katioa of every man's perfonal eftate, and: 
caofed ^tfftantb part to be fevied*. 

This word dijm$ or dicima is eqaally ufed; 
at weU for the refennes of the church, a» for 
tfaofe of'the crown ; and the ftatutb % and 3 E^ 
Vt. tfirp^. 364 terms the ttntht ef tb$ tkrff^ (wbich> 
were anciently paid to the fie of R^mty w[ki\ 
jgiven by pupe Urban to Richard IL) ££lt- 
PETUAL DISME& 

Thu firft pHMUfm*^ waa grmted^ by pac^ 
liamentr sSil.IL 

The r/Vjf of London paid this year for the- 
fifUintbj 28 60 A 13^4 8^. and the abbot of 
St. Edmonds^ 6661. i^s. 4^/. which was by. 
coftipofiiion, and thereupon he had all his tem- 
poral good^, and the goods of his. coavent, dif^ 
charged of iht fjtamb^. 

Sometimes, the difmi arid' qnin^Sfme were 

granted both together, as in the 6 E, III. one 

difme^ and. one. quin-difmo wt'rc. gtren to the 

16 Wn&^ 
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kiog, to be levied of the laity, in aid of his<: 
expedition againft the Scots. 

At other times, the dtfrne or-' ttntif wa» 
granted fingly, as ia the aforemedti6fied itt^ 
fhnces, 13 E. III. by the lords of their dw^i 
ftore; and 14 £. IIL by the clergy, nobilbyi 
and commoas for the whole realm. 

And the quin^difme or fiftnnA was liken 
^ife granted feparattly^ of which the ioftaaces 
occurring io fucceffive ages are fcar^ely to be 
numbered. 

Thefe methods of- charging the fubjeft were 
conftantly made ufe of, till the reign of king^ 
Gkarhs I. wben^he great demands of money, 
which the civil war occafioned, introduced ou< 
modern ejicife and Iand--tax% 

Now in all thefe cafes, vJz. 

u In the cafe of the Peter-penct^ which 
continued. a renf charge uppn houfes for th« 
(pace of eight hundred ye^rs y^ 

a. In the cafe of Dmes-giltf which con-^ 
tinued a rent charge for the fgace of three hunr 
drjedyear^j^aod,^ 
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2i In the cafe of the di/mi and qutn^iSfmes^ 
which arofe, ivitbin- little tftore than the ceo-* 
tury after Dam-gelt expired, and levied the tcnth< 
or fifteenth oi the ibb>i£l's goods, fronf time t^ 
Ane, for thefpaceof ihree.faoadred years: 

The value* of ifce lands of' England hecztae- 
impaired, by rea(bn of the charge, and every 
parchafer paid a lefs price, whilft fuch incum- 
t^rancea'COiitiDued upoQ theta^ 

But, would our anteftbrS have fliflfered either 
the pope, or the crown, to examine the con- 
fciences of the people of England in the abfurd- 
manlier of this- country par/on P Would It have 
been endured^ either to fet up a right in ecn-i^ 
fcience to the perpetuity of Peter-pence^ or Dane-^ 
gelt'j becaufe every modern purchafer hadboughr 
his houfe or land the cheaper, by reafon of fuchf 
burthens' upoa themi 

Doubtlefs the. fame queflions might have 
been afked, in the cafe of Ptier -pence y and of 
Dane-gelt^ as la the cafe of tythe, and the fam^ 
anfwer muft have been returned ; and. 

When the- ancient aids of dijmes and quin^ 
defmes had gained eftabliftimcnt by courfe of 
'^v^y aft4 tbc land was. become cheaper,., by^ 

rcalbtti 
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r^aiba df thefe amis and j^nnthj granted 
conrinttdily tOr tiar Uiig ; ^ would no^ tke Qtoy^ 
banre htd an dbte .of perpeiaiiy id the ttmS 
ImAf, \ht tttth AtBCCf tlKHnf il(hea£, attd tlm: 
tenth parr of the. goods o£ the fiAjofta^ or» ia 
the f/uenfh, accordibg as thefe rates and impo- 
fittoas aflefled the value of propeuy*? Wovld* 
aot the king have daiaed hi&Unilr or fi/Uiiuh 
hf the fame rule tf cmfiunce^ a? the derg; for 
Dp to eAablifli their. t&9i^m\tyihif Aod^ be-> 
caufe the cootiauance of the iinpofitioa hadt 
lowered the rent of all the lands, might notthe 
king, with as mudi reafon» have told the fub- 
jcftsjf that the tenths otfiftttnih of their cftatcs 
had been paid of fo long contiDuance, as had' 
extinguiOied the rights of the firjl owners I 
Might he not have Hrged, in behalf of fuch a^ 
laeot charge,, (as the dergy now urge for their 
cythe) that, every man bought his land, and 
hired his farm, in expe£tation of being fubje^ 
to fuch a charge ; and, that the price of the 
land, and the rent of the farm, being lefs oa. 
this account, no man could have right ever to 
be eaftd, flnce no man could have property \Xk. 
l!har which he did notpurchafe V 

This may very fully evince the unreafon-p 
ftbieaefs of the ctuntryparfiw^s pica : 

Bat> foff a fhoster dectfion of the qoeAioo, 

• If 



^l( yoo bongJMi yoiir baife and teae*- 
^ meiita wi^ fiitb iacooibraDoes opoft tbeni) 
^ iittMut ciglct' bjiHQ y>i>< e\wr tp. lno e^d. q£ 
<^ them,?' 

I anfwer, that I bawcp. 

The right of a free fubjefti ^ enjoy tho- 
groduce of his owa labour $ 

The right of an- Englififman^ fo^ enjoy hb 
own pofleffions ftce and clfear of all- unrea^* 
ibaable incumbrances ;. 

And, my tkl6 tc^ tlie f&ciiari)er^ part of 

my eftate is fo far good, aS' atiy other, raaa'i 
title to it iSrbad; 

If I buy an eftate with a nnt-^hargt^ as 
annuityy or a tmrigage upon it, and' theferitii- 
cumbrances (ball be confidered iQ the purchafe;, 
yet, if afterwards it appears that the perfons^ 
claimiog this reni^charge^ this armvityy. or this 
mortgage^ never had any juft right therein : 

Am I bound to make their bad title good 
in law or conference, becaufe I bought the 
eftate cheaper, on - fuppofitioa that they had- 
kwfal incumbrances upon.k ? 

la 
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' In the pofleffion of land I am in the con- 
dltion of the prime occupant : I am not booDcf 
to ihew my title to- any man ; I am not bound 
to (hew that I bought it, or inherit it. It i^ 
fofHcient that I poflTefs it, unlefs he can (hew a 
prior or better right ri) it. 

And," whether I bought my frahold cheapcf 
or dearer, I am by law and confcience entitled 
toehold, it as free and clear, as if I had held it 
from the creation of thcworld* . 

This doftrine of gaining an e/iatc in perpe- 
tuity through any impojfjtion upon land, which \ 
by length of time, makes the value , of it iefs m . 
fubfequent alienations, and, by pretended eqm-; 
ty, the inttreji in it lefs to all new purchafers j 

Is of dangerous confequence to the whole 
LAN DE D, I NT E R ES T of this kingdom. 

It eftabliflies a right fomemhcne in a PER- 
PETUALLAN DT A X4 becaufe witbia 
forty or fifty years time, fince the land hath 
home this charge, the value of land bath di- 
miniflied in proportion ; and two. thirds of the^ 
hsxA% oi England^ having within that time by 
jurchafe or exchange pafled into the hands o£ 
fiMc; own^Sf (a^> may probably be the cafe of 
6> all 
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all our lands before this i^x^can be releafedX 
therefore the land owner ^ wbo.boqgl^t his land 
fttbjcdl. to the ufual land-tax, fhall 10 equity, 
and. confcience be for ever liable to {tay tuio^ 
thret, or faur (hillings in the pound, by reafoo* 
of his having bought the. land.^ifr/tf|;^r« 

And> the country parfon (ball aflc him thofe 
fubtle queftions, * Is be a land owner ? Let* 
' him be aiked, upon his confcience, whether 
^ he paid any con fi deration to the vender of 
^ the land beyond the ufual price, and upon 
' Ajppofition that no land-tax would be due 

* from his land \ 1% he a farmer ? Let him bo: 
' afked, upon his. conicience, whether be- pays^ 

* more rent than ufed to be given for the,- 
' farm, and in conCderation of his paying na. 
••land-tax? If he cannot fay that he either. 

* bought, or hired, the land-tax (and he caoi 

* fay neither) what title hath he to it ? and 

* Uierefore, there muft be another owner who , 

* hath a.;i^ tijile. to it.' 

From ruUi of property znii' rights of e/faief 
fucb as this country parfin would eftablifh, it 
muft follow, that no ufurpation on the lands*, 
of a kingdom could ever be refumed, con- 
fiftently with confcience ; that the foundations^ 
of- ccclefiaftics, in the church of Rome itfelf, 
wght not to be taken awmy, bccanfe the pricfts* 

have- 



hif9t the legal dbte vetki hi tfceftt; th-at the 
impofitfoos of arbitrary power bfecotbc ttrartter 
of rrgtit, iQ pcrfons wlto can work the ancienc 
/and dwrnrs otit of their in!icrifancc$ ; and> 
ihat, if &HIP MONEY had. beco exafted 
for a length of time, till the vahie of ail our 
Jaods had funk under the cxa6iion, new pur- 
cbaftn woctd have had no rigitt to bave been 
eafed pf the burdeo^ becaufe they woaid have 
bovj^t the kfid charged with it, and cheaper 
by reafoo of it. 

In Aort, fech coirfequenees are unavoid- 
AJe from Hiis part of the cBuniry parJ9ft% plea,. 
ttiat were he to fliew himfclf //r hu proper Jigurt^ 
fpeakifig in this manner againft the right of the 
people of England to enjoy their own lands, 
an IMPEACHING PARLIAMENT 
Blight probably charge him as an enemy U pro- 
ptny\ 2L betrayer ef the^ rights and liberties ef 
the people ; advancing falfe d$^lrines of dange' 
rotis confequence to the conJUtutien of the kingdom, 
and which tend to fubvert the proteftant religioriy 
to ohfiruU alt rtfotmation in M/ ehriAian cbureb^ 
i$ reaeive popery and popifii fiumifiiioHSj and tr 
fuhjeii the cemmam of this reaim to the yoke of 
euormoun iukfaflieai pcwer. 

. Lea?iiig hinx ta tbe difeipline of fucb oa^ 

lA^jufliae^ nebeQcrar it Audi fxod ImL- 1 

to(alI; 
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totally deny him, or any perfon living, to pof* 
fefe aay eftate in the land, % rtafoa of h» hav- 
iog been lowered In valoe, through an uDJdft 
impofition ; I conceive his rA»/m cftyths to ha^re 
no other, fouodation, Id law or confcience, thao 
Pefer-Ptnu had before if was aboKflied by a<3 of 
parlianaent ; I conceive them bjoth to have beco 
nfurpations of the fame nature, which grew 
and obtained in the. times of darknefd and de* 
^ voiion through the craft of a m^rcrnary dergy, 
and the fuperAiuon of a btiiid ^eludeJ U\iyi 
I likewife apprehend, that as the wifdom of 
parliament utterly aboliflied tfu ojti^ bec#qfe it 
iaipoveri&ed the iiingdom, (o the reprefeAiai 
tives of the peopk have not only a right, bu>1 
are bound In duty to moderate tbi uber^ wbea« 
ever it (hall be exorbitant in its ampuoi, or o{h» 
prefTive in Its exa^ions. But^ 

B^ca,ufe the e(l^ pf the clergy in tythtf^ 
is fo much infiAed on as their right in con-^ 
fcience^ it may be fit to- enquire on what cqm- 
fideration they had their original grafts. Th«r 
confirn^ation of king STEPHEN is an evU 
dence of this l^ind^ the prealmble to which is 
as follows, vizm 

%Zt^X&t through ihe providence of divlne^ 
m£r4f w know ii to he fo ordered^ and by tho» 
church* s fubUJhing k far and* wary w^rf hodi^ 

bMk 
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hath beard, that t^ the dijiributton of alms ptr-^ 
fons may bi ak{olved from the bonds of fiVy and 
acquire the rewards of heavenly joys: 3| &tC* 
p||0n,. by the grace of God king of Eogland* 
being willing to have a part with them, who by 
an happy kind of trading exchange heavenly things 
for earthly j and fmitten with the Jove of Gody 
and for the falvation of my ownfoul^ and Kh^ 
fouls of my father and n^other, and all my fore'- 
fathers and^ anceft&rs (confiim tythes and other 
donaxions- to the chorch ^•) • 

After fuch a fpecTftien as this, I cannot 
have the lead doubt that eftates given under fuchT 
condderations, are of all others the mod proper 
for the difpofition of parliment. But with re- 
ference to the country parfon*$ charge againff 
the Quaker, that " his confcience, which wjlf 
« not allow him to pay tythe, is a confcience 
•• which- will not permit bis neighbour to take 

*"*Q2oniam divina mirericordia providcnte cog- 
DOvimus t(k difpofitain, Sc longe lateque prsdi* 
cante ecc]efia»_roDat omnium .auribns divolgatum, 
quod E];,£EMOSYNARUMJargitione poiTant abfol* 
vi vincula peccatorum, Sc acquiri coelei^ium proe- 
mia gaudiorum ; ego Stephanas Dfei gratia Anglo- 
rum rex partem habere *volens cam it lis, qui foelict 
iiommeico . coeleftia pro terrenis commutant, Dei 
amore compun£l')S, & pro falute animaemeacy et patris 
fttei matriftftte mta, & omnium parentum meomm^ 
Qt^ Aatepeffiirum, t^^^ . 
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^ ^ and enjoy bis otun property." It feemeth rea- 
fonable to hear the Quaker fpeak for himfelfj 
and the ftrongeft writer on this fubjeft amongft 

j the Quakers, being Anthony Pearfon'^ formerly 
a juftiec of peace in H^ejlmrrlandy let us hear 
what he fays in his ^r^^/ cae oftyihesy on the 
queftion that iythe ought t4> be paid as a rent 
tharge upon th eftati. 

Unto which, fays h'e^ I arifwer, 

'** That though it were true, and Could 

* be proved, that my anceftors gave tythes, 
^ * and that for ever, yet am I not thereby bound 

* to pay them, or ftand any way chargeable 
. "* with them. It is true, when they were owners 

I * of land, they might themfelves yield and fct 

* forth what part of their increafe they pleafed, 

* or might have given the tenth, or any other 

* t>art of their land as they would, or they 
^ -might have charged upon the land what rent 
^ they liked ; but they could not charge their 

I * pofleiiry with that which was no ways theirs, 

* nor which, in any true fenfe, conftruftion, 
! * or underftanding, they could be faid to have 

* any property in, and which is not paid by 

* reafon of that which is derived from them. 
1 * For, tythe is neither paid of land, nor by the 
I * Teafon of the land, but is paid by the reafon 

* of the increafe or renewing; and therefore tlie 

* doctrines 
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< doArines of the old fathers, and the popiflt 
« laws for tythcs, (io ds \Veli require the pay* 
^ ment of the tenth part of men's profit or 

* gain, whether by trade, comtnerce, or itocr- 
^ chandize, as of the fruits of the earth. Yea, 
« the tenth part alfo of wagc», and perfonal in- 

* creafe, though not raifed immediately by 
« land : and furely no roan will fay that he pays 
« tythe of thefe becaufe his anceftors charged 

* him with them ; nor will any man allow, that 

* another perfon, by any gift of -his anceftar, 

* can have another diftkift property in the 

< tenth part of the fruits of his labour \ and the 
^ cafe is the fame as to all tythes, whether prc- 
^ dial, perfonal, or mixed. If I fit Aiil and 

* plough not, tto corn will grow ; if I fit ftill 

* and work not, no proiic will ;-ife ; fo that it 
' is my labour^ my diligence and induftry that 
^ raifeth the tyihe, and in my power it is to 

< make it lefs or more > and fometime, yea of* 

* ten it falls out, that the tythe of corn is thrico 

* more worth than the yearly value of the land 

* on which it grows; and herein tythe of corir 
•' is far more hard and unequal than perfooal 

* tythcs } for the one pays but a tenth, all 

* charges dcdufted j the other pays the tenth 

< of charges and all/ 



' Mine anceftor could not charge me with 

< that which duth not accrue by reafea of 

.3 * that 



* tkatwhicli I baflroAoitr bioi:; nov antirl bbund 
^ hecam£t tsAne anecflor kft me ItuAy t» fta^ 
** tythsr, wMdi isiotfr p«M b/ rtalixi of die land, 
^ baroFtheiakrearey unto wfaidk I am; no more 
^ tiBd by law, than lie fe \»ho haiii xiicfcafed 
< witfaont Idodi U I hati^kud and' nolacreife; 

* I pvy iio.t5fthe& If f have inortafe^ tbovgh 

* Baiandi,. I ought"foy law to poyi tythea. If I 
^ Kufliaad fliy laMt fo thar th« iflcreaA if doe 
^ to be Tevarftd, no tythe caii be recovtred of 
** ase; a&d therefbre if I paftute my land, no 
^ tyChe IhaU be paid^for the grafs^hSch is eated 
*' uofeveiNEd; but only a t^etytk^ior that! which 
^ dbtii. depaftafie ob it i Mi^hidP makes it pHain 
^* iliaC' tytfie is- sot paid by the reafon of tihe 

* land,, but of tlleiloek; and, in that aUb it 

* lies 10 my pa^imr to make the tythe Hxtth^ 

* litttlh, or aothing; if I plough, and fyv9 
^Gorn^ thie tenth part of the idCttafe is ge«' 
^ oofiUy More worth chaff- the tadd o» which 
^ ft goows^ which cdBie»' not i^theiaad that 
^'defceads from the aiice(tbr, but becaufe of 

* the iooreafe won ^th (he great charge,, in^ 
^ xiuftiy, aad laboar of tiie hofbaodman* If 

* Ipaflure mygroand with Iheep tfa«t yield 
^* a fleece, the tythe witl be cofffidera^Me; 
*• though 0et' fo flJuch as by com. If I palhird 
^ widi cows- or breeding-cattle, a m»ch left 

* tythc-is paid: aid if I eat up the pafti»rety 
^ borfta- or barten cattle, afiHall aod indDn- 

• fiderable 



fidcrablc rite is dniy required $ thoagh I A 
few places of the aatioa would that hare been 
recovered ia the times when popijb laws were 
at grcateft height. But if I plant wood, 
and let it ftand fdr timber; w, if I ftorc 
my land with beafts which be fera natura^ 
wherein there is no perfonal property, no 
lythes fliall be paid; Or» if I will let my 
land lie wafte, (which may be fuppofecf, be- 
caufe it may be done) or will eat my mea- 
dow or corn ftanding, no tythecan be requir. 
cd. All thefe inftances manifeft that tythc 
flill hath relation to the ftock and perfonal 
•eftatc, and not to the land ; and is paid by 
the reafon of the ftock, and not of the land* 
And fo no anccftor could lay and |«rpctoatc 
fuch a charge as tythe up9n it, nor c^uld he 
bind his fucceffor to pay it. If by my an- 
ceftor I am bound to pay tythe ratiom tenu^ 
ra^ or in confideration of the land which 
he leaves me, to what value muft it be of > 
I may yearly pay more tythe than the land 
he leaves me is worth: if I keep it ia 
tillage, and if I pafture it I need not pay the 
twentieth part. Have I not herein (with- 
out fraud to my anceftor) power to pay 
him much or little? How then is tythe 
like a rent certain (which is by fome ob- 
jefted ?) If tythes were paid by reafon of 
y the land, farely there is moft reafon, that 

< the 



* the teotlj fitt of the grafs renewing upon 

< all piftare grounds ihould be paid ; for tiie 

* knd flill brings that with it^ and, it is 

* eafily dividablc by rent, or let by month. 

* If amther hath as good right to the tenth 

* part of the increafe, as the owner hath to 

* the nine ■ • . why cannot he take it with- 

* out the owner's^ fetting it out, or recover 

* It by aftion of debt or trefpafs ? But it 

* is clear there is no title till it be fet forth i 

* and then, if the owner of the hnd carry 

* it away, an a&ion of trefpafs lies, becaufe 
^ he had fet it out, and given it to another, 
« and fo altered his property, as one inaa 
^ doth by marking his cattle for another man 5 

* and therefore it is, that the law which com- 
' mands tythes, doth not give power to ariy 

< one to take the tythe, becaufe he had lio 

* title, but enjoins the owner to fet it forth ; 

< and in fo doing to make it another's by 
^ bis own ccnfent. If any man claims tythes 

* by my anceftor's gift, may I not a(k him, 

< to whom, or for what my anceftor gave 

< thom ? And, it is plain beyond denial, that 

* all thofe gifts of land or tythe in England 

* (fiBce Aujiin the monk planted the popijh 

* faith, and preached up the new payment 

* df tyihcs) were given to popijb priefts, for 

* faying prayers for the fouls of the givers 

* and their dcceafcd anccftors, as eld confe- 

V O L. II. K • orations 
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*^ cratioQS do wirnefs : and therefore in rea(bi^ 
•if the confidcratioQ and fervice be ceafed, 
^ fo ought alfo the wages ; for do man la 

• law or equity ought to claim wages, whea be 
' will not do the work for which it was given ; 

• and feeing thefe popijh priefts and prayers 
^ arc laid afidc, the gift (if any fuch were, 

• and could be binding) ought to return to 
•* the donor ; and may not, without his confent, 
^ be perverted to another ufe. 

' But fome objcA (as the uuniry parfon hath 
done in bis^^^) that 



< 



When I or my ^incejinr bought the land^ it 
was fold <heaper {hecaufe it was fuppofed it 
4agbt topaytyibe) than I 4ir my an^tjlor could 
J>avi bought fuch land a4 was known to he tythe- 
frcc; and therefor e^ havhg a cheaper bargain^ 
J am bound in equity to pay tyibe. 

1 anfwery 

^ That, I have already proved all land & 
•*tythefree; and that the charge of tythc is. 
< upon the ftock and perfonal eftate, and not 
^ upon the land. And, the ftrength of this 
^ objedion lies in comparing thofe who pay 
* tythcs, with thofe who are free. Thofe who 
^ jiuj lands t^thefree are eafcd of this opprcf- 

. * fion. 
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* jtos, aod are m no hazard : and, thotsgh all 

* others ought to be fo, yet it being a quc- 
< ftion, whether they can eafe themfelvcs of 

* the barthen, they buy under a hazard, and 

* arc fobjeft to foch a charge. But if they 
« caft ofF the yoke, thty gd hut whet is iktir 

* own ; and feeing we have denied the p6pi% 

* authority and fapretnacy, we may, fo foon as 

* we can, wholly caft ofF the burden which he 
' kid on us : and thus, he that buys lands 
*■ in the years of trouble and heavy taxes 

* may, perhaps, buy much cheaper than when 

* none or little is paid : (hall he therefore be 

* required to pay taxes when others are dif- 

* charged ? Or, fliall he that bought cheap 

* pennyworths on the borders between Eng-^ 

* land and Scotlandy wheo thofe parts were in- 

* fefted with mofs»troopersy always pay tribote 

* to thieves and robbers ? We bought land 

* when the pope's yoke was upon our necks ; 

* and if we caft it from us, we may by as 

* good reafon be eafed of our tythes, as they 
' of their taxes. But if I bought it cbeapir^ 

* what is that to the ftate or the prieft V 

This is the Quaker*s defence agalnft the 
charge of fetting up a title on the plea of con-- 
f(unce to another man^s ejlate\ wherein he 
proves, that his tenth, which the parfon claims 
in the produce of land, is neither his right 
K 2 . bv 
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by aoy condition annexed to the inheritanGc 
nor by any confiderauoo allowed in the }>ur- 
chafe ; that neither the donor of the bod 
gave, or could give it ; and that neither coa* 
fcience nor equity can require the Quaker, to 
,pay it. 

The queflion will then depend upon the 
judgment of the legiftative power ; and we arc 
ilill in the proper method of debating, what 
meafures the legiflative ought to prefcribe, be- 
tween* the parfon and the Quaker in the caft of 
tythis. 

We are told upon this footing of tlie judg- 
ment of the legiflative power, and with fomc 
air of triumph, that perfons withholding tyrbes 
uit ftiled evil-difpofed perfons^ 27 Hen. VIH* 
mt regarding their duties to God and the king^ . 
32 Hen. VIII. and aAing of an ungodly perverfg 
'VfVi-€tnd mind: to which the parfon itoight 
have added, moved andfeduced by the injiigation 
ofibidcvil: it would have made the 

fame impreffion on the cimmom cf Great Bri^ 
tain, before whom he is pleading ; and« it 
would have been as full an anfwer to the charge 
upon the clergy of opprefm, avarice and in^ 
jujiice in their fuits fcr tythe. 

The 
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The vt^ords firverfij ^ng$dly^ undutiful to 
God and the kiig^ prov« nothing but that the 
pricfts, who had power to obtaiaapcnal ftatute, 
had kare to call pet>ple naines in the preaitible> 
to it. But 

I£ it be urged as the fcnfc of thofc times 
concerning non-payment of tythe, will the par* 
Jon allow me t6 cite other ftatutes, made about 
the fame time, as the fenfe of the law- makers 
upon other ecclefiaftical preteniloni \ ' 

I fear, the fenfe of parliament hath very 
Bttle weight with the clergy, when it is not on. 
the fide of their ambition ; and therefore I may 
not perhaps hold it condufive, when, influenced 
by their ungodly management, it lets them loofe - 
to defame and d'amn their enemies, as entmmtit 
€fod and the king* 

The ftatote of the firft year of Edward VL. 

« That eleftions of archbiftiops and bifliops*., 

* by deans and chapters, are as well to the r 

• long delay, as to the great cofts and charges^ 
*of foch perfons whom the. king gives any. 

K 3 « ar.eh»% 
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* archbilhoprick or bilhoprick unto, and that 

* the faid elcftions be in very deed no elec* 

* tUnsy bttt only by a writ of CONGE 

* D ' E L I R E have colours j Jhadcwsj or /r/- 

* fences of ele^icns, ferving neverthelefs to no 
^ pwpcfe^ and fceming alfo derogatory to the 

* king's prerogative royaL* 

This aft of parlhment, though not held 
at pr efent to be in force, doth certainly (hew 
Xhtfenfe tf cur anceJfsrsxiiL the fubjcS of cle<St- 
ing biihops. 

Will the clergy allow us to fpcak of their 
fretended eleJlioas of bifhops in the terms of 
this aft of parliaotent ? No — — it is againft 
divine right* If thea they will not allow the 
inftitut'm cf lijhops to be tied down, to the 
prtface of a law made in Edward VFs timt, 
^ill they tie every inati down, in the equity cf 
iyihe^^ to ihe preface of a law made ift Henry 
Vlirsumc? 

I truft in the right of aa BrgHJb fubjeSI,*.' 
that we (haU not be reftrained, from a larger 
consideration of fo important an ^a^ir^ ajid 
that neltha* our duty to God or tlic king 
ffhall be 'queftioned, for no better realbn than 
our dlSercnce of fcntiments in the affair of 
i)ttes. 
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I reverence as zQ. of parliameot as much' 
as any man living. It rs the a£k of that power 
which we are ail boun4 to trnft and obey. 
But I am not fo far concluded by an ad 06 
parliament^ that I onght either to believe im- 
plicitiy whatever it declares, or not to foUicife 
the repeal of what it may ena^, 

And, I cannot but obferve^ 

1. That when Hcttry VllK unravelling hi» 
ewn reformation, went retrograde into the 
woril meafbrea of popery, .he paft the a^l of 
the fix articles in his 31ft year, wherein he 
cXlab/iibed auricular c^iffffin 'dnd^tn^nJuhJlanT 
tiatiotu And 

2. That 10 the next year be pad the aft for 
the payment of tyihesj wherein is the famous 
cxpreflioo of perfons not regarding tbar duties 
$0 God and the ling* 

If therefore tythts^ tranfuf/tanttation^ and 
aurieular con/fjfjon, art of the fame growth and 
famiiy, we ihall find that the fame reafoning. 
fromafls of parliament, which m*akes xhc fay-^ 
ment of tythes 2L DUTY to God and the Jti/ij^ 
by the ftatute of 32 Hen. VIII. would as for- 
i;ijk>ly prove tranfuhfiantiathnTLr^i^ aurieuiar coh^ 
KL4 M*' 
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feffion to be articles of faith fit for a chriilka 
to believe to,* becaufe they are (o d^larcd, 
by the ftatute of 31 Hen. VIII. which impeded 
ihofe Jix lloody. artUUs Dunous ic the ftory o£ 
thofe times. Aod, 

To fay that the aft o£ the fix arUchs k 
repealed, but \\^t the tyths^ a£i is flill iiv 
force, would make the loatter infiiiitely ridl- 
culous 5 for 

This would rup{>o{e that our diUy U G^J^ or- 
oxxt faith in Chrift^ depends altogether oq the 
cxifieoces and duration of a^s of parliament : 
So that ix voaj be z, duty ia, God, or not a duty 
to God\ an orthodox cned^ or not an orihodax. 
creeds as different parliaments happen to be of 
different opinions. 

If the country par/on is difpleafed, that fiicb; 
abfurdities ftiould be hid at his door,, he^.i 
fhould be lefs forward to pr^fs thefeqfe of our 
anceftors, and authorities out of the flatute 
books, in proof of fuch points as duties to Gody 
wherein every man tiiay take the bible and his, 
own confcience to be fafer guides than any a£t 
of parliamenN 

If he is difpleafed, that the lenfe of cm 
ancefiors, and authorities om o£ the ftatute 

bopfc^ 
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books Ihoald be urged in fopport of the rightsti 
of the laity agai.oft the ufurpations of the - 
clergy, 1 muft tell him, that to proteA the. 
people from injuflicej is the proper and eflen* 
tial care of parliament, bat diat to define^ 
Jutlfs to Gody is beyond the bounds of hucnaiu. 
authority; and though parliaments may fpe- 
cify what do^rines clergymen (hall fbach, yet^ 
they caimot require any man to helirui thtm^ . 
becaure though the parfon is ihe/ervant of tho^: 
legiflatlve power, yet every man is j»a/?//t ofbii^ 
ftwn cmfcience^ 

Our July 10 Godj as- to the payment o$»' 
tythes, is therefore in every rcfpcft as queftion*.' 
able, aad as cavfaintUufly to be demed» asiE*^ 
Ihofe kws had ftcver been enafted : Aod^^ 

The payment of tythes, aa z Juiy to €o^\ 
lUaffg denied by the qjj»ksn^ and by alme&alU 
other men i 

The common gQodczn he thd only jiiftifiabltf- 
reafon for impofing it as-a €O0uno£u.ebarge^ 

Tkosv w« are onee ■K>re ior the cafi^ wKerer^^ 
:we ought to foe, of debating the meritsroftVifr'^ 
1^ upoci^ the pcificlplea of plil>lic JiftAioa... 
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The people called ^ahrs who are moft, 
opprefled by fuUs for tytljp, apply for the bet-. 
let regolatioQ of fuch fuit^ that tbcy^ maj t^^ 
kfs opprefled by than. 

As a people profeffipg the religion oiChrlJi^ 
they cannot pay tythes or wages to the clergy^ 
becaufe they believe in their confciences that 
Chrtfi aboliftied tyihes, and forbid, the gayr 
.meat of wages to the prieflhoodt . 

If they arc in an error, it is the error o& 
.their confciences, and they ought not to b«: 
^unifhed for it. Bur, 

As fubjeds profefBng a dntifa! obedience 
to the government under which they live, they 
yield according to the Gofpcl of Cbrifty fub*- 
shiffion to the civil magiArate, and' what- lie 
takes from them, ibr the maintenance of the 
dergy, they patiently ac^iefce in %■ 

They make ho reflftance to the ofBter wbo. 
diftrains their good's for tytbe. And^ , 

Can any thing be more reafonable, than to« 
•ppoint an officer, ivfao {hall at their charge fee 
out the ^the» when it is due ia kind, or le^ 
it, ivhenitoughttobe paid Ja. moneys Or, 
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Can any thing be more QDreafonable, than* 
to authorize the parfoa to fue the Quaker, 
^BOt only for the tythe,.bttt for three f'r/ms tbt 
9aluiy be'caufe- he hath not ftt it eut^ -when ht 
is difabled by his confcience, and when any 
other man nwy be appointed by law tajif- 
it out for him? 

We are told by the country farforij that 
«?ery wife clergyman, for his own fake, anJ* 
,«very go^d clergyman, for his neighbour's- 
fake, will take the eafy and cheap, method 
which is left to his option byfotmer.afts of par^ 
Hamenti and; 

Therefore, it i§ ioferred, the UgWature 
ought not t6 tie the clergy down, to \\i^4qfy 
aad cheap methedy becaufe the wifeft and belt 
of them already ufe it for their own. fake, aod.^ 
tbeir. neighbours. But, 

if the wije/l SLjxi b(/l.u{c it: of choice, this 
ivill be an argument, that the unreajonable and: 
utijifi (hould be reilrained tcuf^ Por« 

Are the fcibje^s of E ghnd to have no^ 
fejetler fecurity agaiaft opprejfion, than the wif- 
idsaaand gpodndk of the clergy \ Or, 

JL6. Oughtr 
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Ought the clergy to be tf lifted with t power, 
which) according to tbi p^rfon-s confei&Qa,. 
neither a wife ckrgjtioaa nor « good clergynao> 
can uCe, without mifcblef eithcr> tq him&lf oi: 
his neighbour f 

Where the power of opprejfion is, afls of 
opprefGon will undoubtedly be. No church, 
Ao ftate, no body of men ever had this pawer 
but they ufed it. And, 

Whoever gives an aothorky to opprefs, Is- 
the author of opprefSon. 

This truth, which is written ia cbAra^ers- 
of blood in all the hiftoriesx>f mankind, is rea« 
fon and evidence to jufiify a bill which reflraias. 
an oppreffive power in the church : 

A reafon fo convincing,., an evidence fo- 
clear, as makes it irifiing with :he jvjitce of par— 
liament, wheli the clergy demand pjoof that 
they do opprefs, whilA every man who hatk- 
cyes muft fee that they may opprefs. 

' If ihey may ma&y of them will: bi»r, 

If they may net ftoue of t&eo^ caa conamk 
ogprej(&Qi;u. Aud^ 



If they have not opprefied by that power^ 
whereby iheymtiy oppreTs ^ yet, it is iacumbeiit- 
OD the juflice of aa hoaf<$ of commons to reftraia . 
ftich oppriffivep9wer. Qecaafe, 

It is more the doty of psalmmmt to pM« 
^nt grievanees thaa it is to redreft riiem ; 
it is more compaffionate to faYe men from' 
injaflice ihao lo relieve them under it ; it is- 
an happier cfkSt of law- to prcferve property 
than to repair it ; it is' a nobler a£t of jofiice 
to reftrain a crime than to pnnilh it; and tt is 
armore peife^ confKtuttoa of gov«rnmenr^^ 
under which- oppreffion is not pradlicabte^ . 
thaa that under which it fs praftifed, and maf^ 
i^puniflied. 

Bf a paper which I hare fecn, in the 
hands of Gentlemen (fince this biH hath been 
depending) enrftled yfn account tf proficutkns 
of the peopU called Qoakers in the fiveral 
courts^ fmce the feventh and eighth of king- 
WiUiam- lh^ thirds Anno 1696, uAen the^^ 
Affirmation -Aft was obtained^ which govt 
^nftices of the peace power to judg^ of tythi. 
demanded under the value of ten pounds ; 

Ibapgears that there ham bcen^ 
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The Qoakcrs add, tbat < they arc veiy 
^ imperfefl as to the whole number of fuit$ 

* brought, becaufe feveral times fuch fuitswcrc 
^ made an end of la the country^ and no ac? 
« count givenof them. to* their meeting offuffer^ 

* tngi \ and many times, when friends w^re 
^ difcharged from imprifonments hyaeisforre^ 
<. Jitf ^f infelvent debtors^ there were no*ac« 
^ count given ; and, the like deficiency oftet 

* happened, when their relatioa$ paid to . rcr 

< Icafc them out. of goal/ 

They< alledge, .< That, the- demands for 
*. lythc haye been innumerable, wiihia forty 

* years pad ; bat that, the nature of the 

< profecutlons, and fums levied by them may 
^ be judged of, they have collected foriy-four 
«^ <afes, wher^the demandsamount to 1^8 1*^-2 ^- 
'^^d. and the. fums levied to 2^52 7« 6 i« 1 od, 
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* dne Ifaac Avtrll was profecnted three 

• feveral times for three feveral fums amount- 
^ ing to 19 /. for which be had taken from hii& 

• 18.7/. ix>j. 

* There wa« one fnend a prifoiwr ten jux^ 

* (qw forty feilliDg$i 

* Another, a prifoner four years for *»# 
*(haihig, 

« Two-were prifoncrs )it7# years for /uvffi^ 
^ihiUiDgs. 

< One was a prifoaer nim yeara for fiaaH: 
^tytHc^ 

< One was a^prifoner^^^ years: for ySiri? pounds 

* iinJhiWngs. 

^ They findan account of fifteen perfons pror 
^ fecoted fpr above, ten po«iods each f . 

* The dcroandy on the whole fifteen being: 
^ 313 A 9 s. 6 d. there was taken from them foe 
•* that demand- 1068 /. 7 /. 4 d, z q.. 

* They furth^r.fpecify the names of the. fc^- 
^lo^WP^ perfons with the tjthc demanded kwAt 
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*-th value often founds ^ and the fum levied oa . 
* on accouat thereof, f/». 

L St d. I.. /.. J:-. 

Jam! Haviland 8 oo o ^r oo o.. 

*Fhmas Sirong i lO 6 15 ii 6. 

MkhatttCmfk *^— Q n <» 57 " 6 

Thttnas Drape 4 i<^ « 5© 00 o 

Rabert Holliday 11 6 60 00 o- 

HtnrfU^^k* ' " I 4 <S. 30 oo o 

Jaftab William 2 00 o 30 00 o 

JobnTaylmr -» 5 8 4418 Q-. 

JitMniieMtv* " — ^56 15 " 87 l6n 

Jermiab Ellis 1 » 00 o 44 <Kk O 

George Bewley fs 1° o | 93 lO o 

S«w.ri^a«45r^«»frl3 » 8- 75 i6. o. 

Wi^amPearfon |o 13 O S i9.,i6 o- 

Jonathan Peofety »7 o 237 5 o 

Ihm^m^ims "^o 1 6 lOQ o o 

Themas Enwwd 12 o 24 7 fr 

Abraham Bulttrfield — 8^ O O 90 O 6 . 

Stiger JeiMns 14 6 84 1:0 6 

Richard ylHem 1 IS' * 8Q o © 

rhomai Jenkins 1 5 a 6710 o 

Jaha, Teittt^t/i 4 03 o 77 14 o 

Frmiii Gb«irmnm — p 7 16 o 73 o o 

66r 14 1484 6 tr 

This U, a fpccificatioo of fuits, which thja 
cmfitry par/on and his colleagues complain of^^ 
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as omitted in the cafe of the Raters. I am 
told, that the regiftew of their meeting fffi^-' 
ferings have recorded the cafes atlarg$\ aact. 
that they will iDfortn aay geatlemaa of the par«^ 
ticulars of their hairdfliipsi which I inemioa^ 
becaufe» baviag no acqaatntance amoagft tfa/Kim, 
X am wkbout fuller lofomiatioa aiy^>. jioc 
have I applied^ where^ I believe^ I cauU not bet 
refufed ; becaufe, tf I kaew the exa^leil fia^ o£ 
every cafe, it could not be di£touricd of within 
ibe exteat of tbdCe {uper$# 

The nmhesf ^ fmH \ti^ fy^OA&d, Om 
prifimrf^ the d^fsffe^^ ai»d tba lowmftr dtfU 
fiacity beiweea thi:i dopsao^ nc) f<)0} Pxa^kA 
10 faiCft for tytbe^ floknft rsufe abhonFeoee 1% 
vy compaffionate miod. The fing^e article 
<9f ONE HUNPl^ED P017NDS taken 
for eighteen pence would 'bfi^jttft pro«OC9liota 
fox abolifliidg alt the tythes .of the clergy, 
|£ tbeii! iiuts coul4 90t be carried oa !» m^re 
bumane method^ $ucb lOi mftacfie of op^ 
preffioo ia aoy civil f:oDcefi» nvould ralfe aa 
bofurreSioa: asd, tbat smq eqdtire it fh>DI 
^air fpiriuial guHkS) (hews trfa« noiverfal padt 
Im fiooF an lAiereft bi aaoiheff world *». though, 
ibQ uisnoft focce of imapniitiea aaoooc paint 
aaHELL more terrible Mr ^ur ftaea> thaa 
what the cruelty of the clergy daily fets before 
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lo eleven hundred and' fifty-three fiiUs thef 
made two hundred and nlntytwo prifonersJ 
in fifteen fults where the claims amoanted to- 
313/. they exaAed 1068/ which was at 
the rate of arte hundred pounds for lefe thai* 
thirty pounds; tn forty-four fnits where the 
claims amounted to 1S8 /. they exafted" 2252 !• 
which was at the rate of one hundred pounds 
for little more than 8/. and, in twenty-two 
fuits where the claims amounted to 66 tl 
they exacted 1484/. which was the rate of 
0ne hundred pounds for te6 than /our pounds 
fen Jhiiling<. Or if wc take thefe eighty-one 
jTuits all together^ the fums demanded make 
567 /• which compared with 4804 /• the totat 
ibm taken, is in the proportion oicm hundred 
pouada Icriedf for every fom of eteven poundt 
Jhejbillings demanded. 

CompiHe the medium of the charge iii aof 
manner it is monfirous and enormous* Suitf 
attended with fuch cojft arc a fcandal on the 
jnflice of the kingdom, not to meotioa the 
profeflion of the gofpeU And therefore thit 
bill, whii:h is defigned to ihorten fuits and^ 
iimitcofts, will vindicate the laws as muob as \t 
wSiX eaie the people. 
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I perfeAIy agree with the cwnifj parfon io 
' this pba^ * That to fecure property is one 
' main end of governmeDt, and that therefore 
' all opinions^ all pradfica iocoDfifteDt Vfith the 
^ prefervation of property, are alfo inconfiftent 
* with governmeot and fociety/ 

No man can be more tender of property 
than I have ever been, and always (hall be. Bat 
I think, that the laity have a property in their 
goods, as wellas the clergy in tythe i 

That nine parts in ten are a more valuable 
property than afingU tmth can pretend to be ^ . 

That the property tf a fmtb ought not ta 
ilevoor the property of all tbi other nin$ \ 

And, that It is deftroAive of all property to 
levy/ttirr tbiufand eight hundred and four ptundt 
on the laity, where the fom of 567 U is the 
whole demand of the clergy. 

The country parfon hath a conceit, that thii 
bill is the only inftance of an application to 
any government in the known world, to coon- 
tenance an opinion deftruAive to thd progertjr 
4>f any of the fubjc^s^ 
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But feireiy, if it be his conception, he is. 
Vfoogv vaia, aod UDwarraotabk. 

That lands held in moyima'm^ or that the 
fiagnatioB of property in dead haiids> is con* 
trary to the good of the kingdom^ hath beet} 
the opinion of our parliamentSj-and the principle 
of out kwtj ever fiace the fotindatioti of thta 
government, howerer deftrudive it muft be to 
^Astt chuuhmin call their property. 

But-funher^ that the Quakers hold the mala- 
tenaiMc of the clergy to be aatichriftian and. 
wrca£aoabky \k (^A ; fer«. 

That any feA {hoald accowt it 9 fafficient' 
charge upoa tbeni tomaiintaiii tbcir owa teacher%. 
ts t)Ot reafoQ : 

And' that the Q^akerr, wllo pay QOthitig> 

%i ail ta their own teachers, ttiOvXi. be obIig'>> 
ed to maintain the teachers of any other fed, 
js to them not only, an l^ardfhip, but an abo^ 
mination. 

Now this which tends to take away the 
■aaintenance of the priefthood, may to a parfoB 
feem very naturally deftruftive of vjbat be cailh 
hi^ property. But, 

Becaofe 



Beeaure the Quaker wilhholds the tmh 
Vfhkb the law gives tbepdrioB a title to, ftdl 
he take the other nine ^hich the law can give 
him DO title to ? Aod, by reafon of a claim of 
567 /. cooikinBC fotr thoufrnd Bight kmttdred 
md fmr fctmds of the Qaaker^ fofaflaoce? 
Acd, more prodigious! /kail lie Ufee an hiavinid 
fmnds for eigbtem pgnce f 

I envy the clecgy no maiateaanoe whitsh 
the law giyee, or CAXk giy« them ; but, the 
mainteoaace of the prkAhood ought not to 
-^devour the Jubilance of the whole people^ 
■like the^^rj of corn in PHARAOH's 
DREAM, that fpmug Mf ^Mhtted^ thin^ 
and blafted witbthe ea:il wind \ and devoured the 
<ars that were fell and good. 

I have not contexided either for Dafeiog 
away, or for making Ids, that auunteaenee 
which the law allows them. But I have 
always been of opinion, that to afk it fnom the 
jood-wlil of fociety, and to taJce it without 
cruelty or opprefSon, will more-finaly clfiabKfii 
their revenues than the moft ar^rogant .claims of 
divine right y or the moft figoroua mcj^ures of 
tcclefiaftical tyranny, 

I firmly believe, that to feek for no more 
than their due, would be the fureft means of al^ 
ways receiving their due ; 
6 Ili«v^ 
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I have ever obferved, that the more tbey 
talk of their privileges, the lets other people 
think of them: 

And, v^hatever light I may ftand in with 
the nvnend order^ I believe, I am a better 
friend to their interells than many of them^ 
felves can pretend to be s for they would main- 
tain that exorbitant ufurpation of power, which 
they cannot make ufe of without making them- 
(elves moft odious ; whereas, I would difabU 
them from hurting their calling, or the caofe of 
religion, by tyranny or by injuftice. 

I am of opinion, that if the church (ball on 
every occafion oppofe itfelf to the loud fi«- 
plaint fif the landf and perfift in thefe obflinate 
claims of powers, too heavy to be borne, the 
clergy will make the caufe of the church ftich 
a load upon its friends, that the torrent of 
public refentment will be Aronger than any 
minifter can ftem ; the paffions of mankind uq- 
reafonably provoked, will not beeaGly appeafed, 
and though a fmall facrifice might have con-> 
tented every one in the beginning, yet when 
popular rage is too far incenfed, a great em 
will not fatisfy in the end* 



Nothing 
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Nothing fo much calms and fweetens maa* 
\iQdj as the frank redrefs of a crying grie* 
Vance. Any fingle hardfhip generonfly taken 
away, difpofes the bulk of mankind to endure 
a thoufand; they are fubdued by gentleneb 
and mercy> but grow reftifF and head-ftrong 
under oppreflion. 

In all fodeties and fiatcs, it b feen from 
the partjb priefi to the piince and ruler of the 
country, that he who aflcs whb the greateft 
moderation, is paid with the greateft libe~ 
rality. 

I am therefore moft clear^ that the country 
Parfm is an enemy to the intereft of his order, 
by obftinately oppofing that eafe which the peo- 
ple aggrieved by tythe are likely to obtain by 
this bill. 

' He iays, indeed, that paffing this bill in 
< compliance to the obflinate Quakers, will 
« make them be efteemed as confciTors, who by 

* their fteadinefs have, made the law give way, 
^ and exalted their mifguided confciences above 

* the property of their fellow- fubje As/ But,^ 

May it not be faid with greater truth ? 

That 



That rejedliflg this bifly io coffipliance to 
the obfthiate clergy, will make them be coofi- 
idcred as a 41 dead weight upon tire cw/Htution\ 
which > by its contiaaal obAruflion, keeps 
common jufiice at a RaDd, and exalts the am- 
tihioQ of churchmen above the rights of their 
feliow-fubjeds* 

b any property in the kingdom facred from 
regttiatioa bdidss di«in ? or, is it fit rbat aoy 
Ihoaidbej 

Hath not the wifdom of parliament provi- 
tied laws, for the Imitation of fuits^ and for . 
the preveatioa oifriinlous emdwx^ausarr^if 

Have not ads been nude, to regulate the 
courts, and officers of jxifliee, to difcharge pri- 
foners for debt, and to reform the gaols ^ 
Yet, 

Did auy man oppofe thefe aAs by claims 
ofbirtMghhtk the law, and infolent demands of 
property ^7LS if the law could fland in obilru£lioa 
to public juftice, or property in any one be a 
reafonfor the oppreffion of all ? 

To adjuft the bounds of property, and to 
make the power of every fubjeft compatible 

with 



r'^ 



Vith the fafetj of all the reft> are the hi^heft 
"ends of goveniment^ 

And therefore «I1 ppinhnsj all pra^tiat^ 
.^bicb tend to ihe exemption of any er^er ^f 
mca from public enquiry, or public juftke^ 
are utterly incoDfiflent ^vith ^overameot an4 
ibciety. 

if an or3er of men "have advantages frofll 
law, which are inconfiftent with juftice, ought 
not the law to give way for the free courfc 
of juftice ? Or ought the kgijlative fowtr to 
exift in vain f 

.Is it' to te a power, whlcTi, in any cafe 
having l)een mifguided to opprefs, ftiall for 
ever remain without capacity to right the ia- 
juied fubjeft ? 

If arguments of this fort had prevailed with 

our fathers, we (hould have continued, as ab- 

folute bigots and flaves to the church, at this 

• hour, as our feUaw chrijlians are in Italy and 

'Spain* 

If arguments of this (brt prevail for the 
time to come, we Ihall never be allowed to 
repeal or amend any law beneficial to the 
priefthood, however grievous to the people, 

VOL. n. U fiocc 
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fmcc the pricfts claim a birthright in ih 
law, to bound the legifladve power. Bat, 

The bill ought to pafs, were it only for 
the fake of an example, that it is not fn 
the power of a mitred do£for^ by his kttert 
tnijpvi ftirring up petitions from every diocefe, 
to intimidate an houfe of commons in a matter 
of* this high concern to the juftice of the 
kingdom. 

If fuch arts are fuccefsful to enaeafe the 
wqftipapir tfn the clerh tahU^ I hope, a body 
of EngViJh gentlemen will never weigh petitions 
inquqntity againft any Inll whatever ; cfpecially 
bills for the reformation of the church, againft 
which, they are certain of having as many 
remonftrances as there are deaneries, arch- 
deaconries, chapters, colleges, or ecclefiafiical 
precindis in England^ Wain, and the town of 
Sinuici upon Twted. 

Another reafon that the bill (hould pafc, 
is, that // // pafs^ the clergy are d^/ireus ti 
have it made gentral. 

This fecms to be the only equitable pro- 
pofition in the country parfon's plea; though 
I halite been told, that his brethren wifely 
hope to defeat the bill, by extending the be- 
nefit 
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ttefit of ie to ALL the people of EnghHd! 
fiat, 

I cannot beliere, that any Inan tW iag will 
diflike a biU» becaufe he and his friends are 
to (hare the good effisds of itj as well as tbe 
people called fakers. 

Nor, wtll I imagine, that any (et <t men 
can be fo fimple, as to be againft this aft 
for the eafe of the Quakers, on account of 
its being fo highly expedient for every olie 
elfe. 

I am exceediogly deiirous that it may be 
made general; and that the Committee ef tbe 
tvhole bdu/e may (ecure not only the Qnakers, 
but tbe whole people of Engiani from ecdefi* 
aflical opprel&on* Yet, 

If it (honld paTs confined to the Quakers 
only, (which I am credibly ioformcd that pc«« 
pledonot defirei) 

It fliall nerertbdeis have mj hearty oon« 
cvrrence. 

Becanfe, whhi a law is obtained of fo 

much good tb oae part -of the fobjefls, it wUl 

L 2 be 
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be more eafy to procure the like relief for alf ' 
ihe reft ; and^ 

Aq boofe of commons will have this aft 
of iodulgence to build upon, as the foundatioji 
of ooiiFerral liberty. For this reafoD, 

We ought to favour the Quakers as the 
fir ft msvirs in th caufe oflibirty ; and notwith- 
ftanding the unhaadrome and unwarrantable 
language which Tome of the clergy beftow upon 
this innocent people, 

I will fay what my experience of them 
can juftify, (nor was I without a full know^ 
ledge of them in the former part of mj life ;) 

They deferve protefiion and indulgence as 
much as any part of his majefty's fubjcAs: 

They are unqueftionably attached to the 
fuccettion in his proteftant royal family, and 
tealous in promoting the felicity of his rdgn ; 

They are naturally interefted in the liberties 
of England, as a people whofe religion can have 
jno other refuge : 

They are univerfally employed in trade 
^ndindoftry^ thej have th^ imalleft number 
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of members either an profitably rich, or mU 
ferably poor; and, they are the ieaft to be 
accufed of luxury, corruption, or LAW- 
SUITS of aBy fet of men in the kingdom* 

And, iQ juQice to their principTed, 

I hare ever thought their religion to be 
^ell deferving of coantenance from a free and 
^vife government. For, 

It tends to e(labli(h no hierarchy, to mo* 
Dopolize no property, to invefl no lands ia 
ufelefs or dangerous fociettes, to form no inte* 
reft feparaie from the common good) to detacb 
no part of the people fromnaturaltttdnfiryi nor 
to enflave any other part by bigptry and blind 
dependence. 

If fome little ilngnlarity in their forms 
may occafion ^tritlefs drollery on their per* 
lons» wife men will excnfe them, from the 
good effects even of their moft rigic^iniliw 
tmions. For, 

By this means they preferre a modefty oC 
apparel amongft their people, which no fum^' 
tuary laws that have been made in England 
could produce amongft us ; and, a purity of 
manners, which ihews our rtforming ficiena 
L 3 to 
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to be as defpicable as they are ttfcie(s» or 
worfe. 



If they arc defcnbed, by thofe that do 
not know them, as ^ijf and ungraceful la 
their deportment, fo far is it from being true, 
there are not any people in the world o£ 
more flowing affability, more focial kindoefs, 
and eafy humanity than many of the Qua- 
kers, who are taxed with fliiFffefs of beha* 
viour by the priefthood^ though there is not 
a day of fun-fhine, but the exprtfs image of 
M priift'craff may be feca in St. Jemn's 
Park^ cloathed in cburcbbuckramf with that 
in/dtnt grtmaci^ and powirUfi fbrmcHtyy which, 
would not lefs move the contempt of a Quai(er» 
than the indignation of a geatleman. Laitly, 

If the Qiifikers are traduced^ by a defaming 
par fifty as naf regarding their duties /^ G O D 
and iUKlT:^ G^ becaufip ttiey will not yield 
tythe to the clergy^ 

It may for the concluiion of this dif- 
leonrfe, be jofily obferved in their favour > 

that^ 

I. As to their duty to almighty G O D^ 

Not 
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Kot conceiving the clergy to have any right 
of maintenance from reaibn or revelation^ 
this people who do not pay it, are jollified ia 
refafing it. But, 

That the clergy, who whenever they ad- 
mintfter the gofpel by deputation, rarely give 
their iubftitnte a better maintenance, than any 
gentleman gives to a livery firvaiUj 

Shou^ tax the laity, and encumber the 
land, to be maintained in the luxury of lords, 
aod the pride of fovereign princes : or. 

Should, in the inftance of every country 
ffrfonp think it reafonable to demand in re« 
compence for the curi offoulfy five times,- nay 
frequently ten times, as much as any parfoa 
alive will pay their curate for difchargiDg the 
office in bis fiead ; 

Ts fuch a contradidtiod, fo full of enormity 
and impoftore,' as gfves not only every 
Quaker, but every man caufe to conclude, 
^that all 6f the profeiSon aik more thin any of 
them deferrcy by their own rule of paying 
priejls wages* And, 

2* As to thei^ doty to the K IN G» 

L + the 
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The Qaakers neter were qneAioned, ttll 
they were rcflfeftcd oa by this country parjbn, 
whofe loyabf perhaps wants a better argument^ 
to convince the world of its finceriiyy than thi^ 
immoderate zeal for iytbe : 

A perfoa*, of whom it may be fairly faid, 
bccaufc it is notorioufly true. 

That he had fo far abandoned the obli- 
gation of his oaths, as to have no method 
of making the world fofpe^ him of ordinary 
allegiance, but by the moft projlliutt compW^ 
V ances: and, that he was a JACOBITE 
iv all men^s opinion^ till, z% the loweft iox- 
plemeut and moft officious advocate of cor^ 
ruption^ he fhewed the ff^higgs^ that, fetvilq 
by nature, and Ycnal by profeffion, he could 
be the S L A V E of their power, though 
incapable of becoming a profelyte to theif 
principles of Ubectys and that, h^ coold 
be recoaciled to the. pennons of the coqrtj^ 
though not to the title of ac proteJlaH 
{ucce/Tor* 

From fuch a man, fuch a charge of wit. 
regarding dutiis to GOD* and the KING^ 

• The ckaraaer of Dr. Utrlctk, then biihop of 
tahfiury^ late of Loudon. 
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cugbt to be coofidered as pare defamadoiKi 
on the QaakerS) proceediDg (tonk maIevo<« 
lence to the rights of all mahkiadi 

It can make bo iaipreffioi^. tO'Aelr di& 
advanuge; 

And therefore I livmbl]^ Itogti^ ftai^ ibm 
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Adverttjement. 

Jf.S. The HbnoufaiUJuMlofybefone^^ 
ivbom the following (ermon was preached, 
leaving cxgreflccl their miflikc, I never- 
defignedta have^ fi^-^C psmt^d : but 
fince it is ftolen uncorrc6bly into the 
VorW,^ without my privity, I hope it 
will not be' imiiutpd as a. crime, tnatJI 
9inend the err^ttfi 9f the preJCs. 

Wixic. Stephens. 
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ED I T O R 

TO THE ' 

PREACHER. 

SINCE the Ftthtn iufdrmed me, that he* 
vfiH n^ke a fecood Ji&prefltoa of yow 
fermon> I tliought it might be fit to offer you 
fome fathfaftioa for griotiDg it without yout. 
coofent. Eor although I was told, that yon 
were obftiaate io refufiog to priDC it, yet £ 
thought it might be ufefbl to the public, and 
lio ways diflerviceable to you to publiih k. 

Wherefore, having gottea a copj^ Igavell: 
lo a printer, only with this charge^ that ho 
ihould make the imprefGon as cheap as hoe 
could, for as I obferved, that the preachiog of 
U made yoa fome enemies, iaJ coucltided'tfaali 
the printing of it might gain you fome friends ^^ 
Jkcaufe the mifreprefentations which were 
.^iscn abroad cpncarniog,it^would.Tanifli.away'». 

^ -ftD* 
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And at to the nJUalm which was mad^ 
upon^ yoa by a fappofittdoa clergyman^ I ap- 
peal to my Lord Archblfliop of C^mtrbury^ if 
he dt4 not receive fatisfaftioa t-oin a worthy 
member of parliameat, being a ouiq of nn- 
fpotted repatati^, tl^t ^9 objeded againft 
yoa by the nJUeier at to your flying from a 
fafpefied proTeCtttioa^i was wholly falh aad 
fcandahus. 

SIR, 
/ wjb yQU WiUy and am j9urs, &c. 

ayiioft die audikor for dus dircoo.ne, that they rai&d 
and: propagated a 0(ameful lie,' of his \f^g oUiged 
to fly fro^ Brtft$t{<x fodomyl 
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Put tbm in mind So ^i frijeSl to frinctfalitiii 
and powirSf to obey ma^tftratts^ and to hi 
nadf to iViry good work. 

TO nnderftand the reafeo of thiif and 
fuch'Iike admonitions^ which fre- 
qveo^Iy occur in* the apoftle'f writ- 
ingSy two things nay be premifed : 

I. Thai about the lime of our Saviour 
Chriftf there arofe one Judas of Galilee (who 
b iBcntioaed A^s y. ^y^) preachhg fcditious 
doftrioes to the people, and teaching, (as St*' 
Jerom in his eomment on my text bbferres^) 
That they ought to own no So?ereign Prince,' 
bat God alone : and if they paid their tythea 
to the prieft, they were difcharged from paying 
tribute to the emperor. And upon this ac- 
count it was (as E^. Jerom believed) that the' 
fharifm aflced our Saviour that captious quc'p 
ition. Is it latcful togivi tribute to Cafar^ cr no f 
Matth. xxii. 17. Now to this account Ana* 
jftajius Nictnus adds, that the followers of this 
Judas were very numerous, and cabled by tb^ 

* la the firft edition of this vo!ame> I had the 
misfortune of printing the fi^lo^ing difcourle from 
a very incorre^ copy ^ bat this is printed from the j 
tme a^d genoiaecopy of the author. 
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name of GaKUansT^ and commonly looked upoir 
a» men ilfaffeftccl to the RJmai^ government* 
particttlarlyy becanfei when they offered faerie 
ficet they refufed to make fopplication for the 
emperor and people of Roimi, upon which 
account it i» thought that Pilati^ the Roman 
deputy of- J^dma^ came up9n tbtm whijfi ibt% 
Wire focrijk'mg^ and. putting tbrntc the Jwfi^ 
miagUi tiiir bUad-with thi Uopd $f tbifacrijkis ^ 
as you may read» Luke xili. i.. 

And from hence It wat, that onrSaviocir 
Chrift and his difciples were fofpeAed of la. 
fouripg ieditious doJlrinesy becaofe they came: 
t>ttt oBGa/UeM^ as is obferved.by Si. tbryfifkmy 
lo bis twenty<*third bcmily m tbi Romans^ 
wherein he faitht that great reports werefpread^ 
abroad^ as if the difciples wore a fa£lions9. 
fieditious people, and deiigning againft the- 
governmenr. It moft alfo be confefled, thati 
ipany of the Jewsy who W|^e converied^to^hc: 
chrinian faithi were Aot fiifficieBtlf.refpeafQL 
!• the higher powers which God*s pcovidence: 
had fee over them.: for. which Mr. Gahin gives* 
this.rearon» Since the powers that were thenim 
l)^ing oppofed themfelves to our.Sayiour.Chrill^ 
they thought them unworthy of refpeft. andr 
iuxioori 

T76w. what hath^ beei^> faid coQcerning: tKe^ 
Calitiaa seduafiooj. ihewa the rca$>ii^whf tbet 
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^poftlcs do fb freqacatly in their letters dire^ 
the chriftiao churches to loyalty, or a- doe 
fisbaaiifioa to magiftratcs. 

1. To clear themfelves from the falfe and 
fcandalous impatatioa of haviog imbibed the 
doflrtoe of *judai the Galilean. And, 

2. To undeceive all thofe that had beea 
perverted by that fe'ditious doftrioe. 

II. The fecond thing 1 would premife, is^ 
That about the time when St. Paul wrote ihia 
epinie, the people of CreU (which was Titut 
Ms dtocefs) were uBruly and mutinous. (?r^* 
tius {ays, that they were always a fa£)ioua 
people ; and for that reafon St. Paul wrote to 
7ituty their bifliop, to fut ibem in mind to hi- 
fuhji^ t4 principalities and pewert^ to obef magi'^ 
Jfratesy and to le ready to every good work. 

I. I fliall take occafion from hescef Firfl^^ 
To make a juft comment upon the text. 

II. To fet forth the reafons and g»>Qnd^ 
upon which the apofiles founded their doArino 
of obedicQce to civil oiaglftriites. And, 

IIL To apply thefe reafons in eonjunfliott 
with tha baafipn of this d^y's. humiliation. 
ABdv 

LFirfl^ 
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I. Ftrft, It may be obferved^ that St. Pnwl 
does not dire^ Titys to teach the doflrioe of 
ctfil obedieDce as a new thing, hut only to 
refreih their memories therewith, /« put them 
in mind^ &c. For men canoot be fuppo/cd 
igoorant of the abfolute oeceffity of govern- 
ment, to the defence and fnpport of fociety ; 
which were, in efFeA, to fuppofe, that 'twere 
better to lead the lires of bea^s than men, 
•and that the world were willing to lie under 
the contioo^l caJamity of war ai^d oppreffion, 
filled only with a rout of fools and madmen. 
'Twere to fuppofe every fingic perfon willing 
to expofe himfelf to the uncontrolled world, 
and bid defiance to the unbounded power, 
rage, and malice of mankind^ We cannot but 
fee ourfelves linked together by common wants 
into public focieties, and that thefe focieties 
cannot fubfifi', unlefs they are upheld bj the 
power of government, whofe wifdom . and 
j|iilice n^uft appear by a due adminiflxadon of 
good la.ws: afid front hence we cannot but fee 
a neceffity of principalities and powers^ of fupe- 
Hor and Inferior magifiratesy without whom 
laws can be neither made nor executed. From 
whence 'tis very vifible, that fubjeAion to a 
^od gpvernipeQt is a^s much oqr intereft as it 
is our duty. This was evident to the Pyiba- 
gcrean fed of old, who would not fuffbr the 
blood of any aeature to be Aied fix: thdr ufe, 

but 
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but yet allowed the fword of the magiftrate to 
cut oflTmalefaftors. 

The followiog words in my text, arc, Prfii* 
tipalitlts and Powers n Now the word in the 
original fignifying focnetbiog which is prime 
and principal, mull denote the fupreme efta* 
blifhed power, from whence inferior aothorl** 
ties are derived, and is the fam^ with thq 
b'gher powers mentioned Rom, xiii. !• Bat 
bccaufe St. Panl fpeaks of principalities and 
powers in the plural number, *ti8 likely that he 
alludes to the diAinftion (which was fo com* 
moa among the Romans) of the greater and 
Icfler powers, the former of whtcb, daring the 
commonwealth > were the conful^t pretora, aad 
cepfers; all which powers,, ia St» RanF% timCt 
were vefted in the emperor» and made up the 
imperial dignity. The Icffer powers w^re all 
tbofe derived from hence, a(ul wejre. fubof dinate 
^reiimp. And this difiin^itpQ wu fi> okelf 
obfervcd anipng the H^mHU tUl Jnliui Cmfar 
puniihed a tribi|i|e, becai^fe.hf ffi^cod bimf<;tf 
to be ftiled one of the higher powers. Su^ou. 

But in the text it mnft be obferved, that our 
pbedieoce becomes due, not only to the fu- 
preme, but inferior authorities ; for the Cntam^ 
to whom Tttus preached tbegprpd* were part of 
a Roman province, governed by ioferior oSicei:s» 
deputed from JBLome, who weie the mag^ftrates 

they 
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thejr were exhorted to obey. For though ther 
foperior and inferior powers difFer greatly, 8^ 
compared among themfelves ; yet, with refpeft - 
to the fobjefls obedience, they arc to be re- 
garded alike ; fo that wc cannot wilfully dl(^ 
obey the inferior, without affronting the fo- 
rereign authority. If then the Cretans would 
obey the emperor, it muft be by fubmiffion to 
the ordinances and officers which he had ap- 
pointed to their illand ; and if they behaved 
themfelves fuitably to thefe magiftrates, they 
dilcharged their duty to the imperial power 
which deputed them«(.^ 

We fee that a large family cannot be go«« 
temed by the perlbnal prefence of the maHer, 
much left can an emj^c; fb that there will be 
meed to call in to the prince's affiftance, fuch 
perfons into whom he may diffufe fome meafure 
«f his political foul, and thereby unite them zt 
vcmbers to his own body politic ; wbereupos 
they arc to be treated as the hands, arms and 
eyes of majeftyt and htnct Titus admonifheJ 
tbem, not only to ie fuh}eif U principalities and 
pwers^ but to abi]^ magifirates. 

IL The fecond thing I propofed to fpeak 
to, were the reafons upon which the apoiHe» 
grounded their doflr ine of ci^l obedience % 
vhkh are two x 

The 
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The one is given by St. Paul^ who teaches^ 
That, every jcul JhMld be fubjea to the higher 
pewers^ becanfe the magi/Irate is the minifier of 
Gei u us for good, Rom. xfii. i, 4. 

The lecond realiMi is given hj St. Pitir^ 
viz. becaufe all governments and governors 
«do arife from oar own confent. Submit your^ 
fdves (faith the apoftle) U every ordinance of 
man^ for the Lord's fake^ whether it, be to the 
king as fupreme^ &c. Where note. That the 
king is called the ordinance, ox creature of 
man, becaufe the fovereign power Itfelf is 
vefled in men, according to human compad 2 
and froqii hence our fabjefiion is uiged by the 
. apoftle -St. Pitir, in his firji Eftjile^ fecond 
teTy verfe \^. 



I. To begin with St. PauT% argument, who 
calls naag^ftracy a divine ordinance, becaufe of 
the excellent ufe of it, whereby good magi« 
ilrates refemble the divine power, wifdom and 
goodnefs, in fecuring to all men their rights 
and properties; in preferviog the peace, health 
and fafety of focieties, both with- r^pe£l v^ 
J)ody and fouU But to be more particukr« 

I. The prefervation of properly was the firft 
benefit for which magiftracy was defigmd. Now 
property is originally attained by the labour of 
^ther body or mmd j for fuppoCng the earth 

to 
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to have been common to its firft inhabitants, 
it will follow that whoever took the psuns to 
cultivate any part of it, and lay np necefGuy 
ftores for his ufe^ had by this his indnftry 
nuade himfelf the true proprietor thereof. 
And conld we foppofe this new proprietor to 
be as well guardedly as that man we read of in 
the Gofpel, wb$ was well armtd^ and kept his 
palaa andgcods in peact^ yet it may likewife be 
foppofedy (as it there follows) that ifajhrongir 
ibam hi Jball emu mpw htm^ ht will iah /rem 
him all bis armour whenin hi truftid^ and divide 
his fp&ils. And this uncertain condition of 
property (hews the reafon of men's uniting 
into fociedei, and fetting up forms of govern- 
menty which is for riiutual defence and prefer- 
vation of property : and that, not only for the 
benefit of the prefimt pofleObrs, but of future 
generations. So that, what becomes a man's 
own, either by labour, gift or purchafe, may 
with fafety be enjoyed by himfelf, and alfo 
conveyed down to his pofterity, 

2. Life and lioibs are outs by the gift of 
God. And thefe properties are liable to be 
invaded and deftroyed:' th<»ugh they cannot 
(like other goods) be transferred to the ufe ci 
the fpoilen And fince there is' fo much Vari- 
ance and malice, pride and ftrife among man- 
kind« what ill ofBces may not on^ man appre- 
hend from another? But when dcftruft*-s 

malice, 
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ttdice, ft fiend of hell, (hall transform Itfelf 
into an angel of lights and perfuade men that 
they are then infpired with the fpirit of God, 
when they are poflefled by the Apollym^ the 
great enemy and deftroyer of mankind^ when 
nnder the pretence of religion itfelf^ men /hall 
€xert their fliarpeft malicCf not only againft 
the pofleflions and liberties, bnt againft the 
lives of one another ; how great need is there 
of the magiftrates interpofing power to dilarm 
them of their fpiritual as well as carnal weapons 
of warfare, to take away the ball of contention 
from among them, and the power of eiol-ddng 
from an contending parties i And^ 

3. In this the magiftrate is God*s minifter 
to us for good, not only with refpeA to the 
prefervation of our liberties and lives from de» 
fimftion, but of our fouls from fin ; for whilft 
this juft liberty, this natural right of woHhip- 
png God, according to that knowledge he 
hath given us, is fupported by law, no man is 
forced into hypocritical compliances, contrary 
to the direfiion of his confcience, but every one 
may worfliip the One True God in finglenefs 
of heart s whereas on the other hand, if in 
matters of religion^ force be fuffered to take 
the fdace^of reafen, all reUgions will be alike, 
and (as colours in the dark) nndiftinguiibable. 

Aad 
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And althoagh the magiftrate can beuow aa 
^iviae grace Bpoo the fools of men, yet whilft 
by f QDiftuog vice, immoral praAices are re. 
Araioed, he preveats the overflowisg of fin in 
a land. And if ceafing to. do evil, be one 
Aep towards learning to do well, whilft the 
civil powers reftraki as from immoralities, they 
tnrn us ont of the broad way of perdition in^ 
the paths of rigbteoui^efs and peace. 

From hence then It appears, that thy who an 
wanting in tbilr fubmijjion and ajjijianci to tbi 
Civil minijlry of God, are falft H their own 
intirefty as well as . ibat of tbeir pojlerity^ 
Whereas on the other band, he who is ready 
to every good work which nxay fupport this 
divine miniftry lo us For good, will be furc> 
In the performance of bis duty, to find his 
account. 

Let us then take a view of our gobds and 
chattels, houfes and lands, wives and children $ 
let us confider the blei&ngs of health, fafety 
and liberty : let us think how to preferve our 
Eves from defirndion, our fouls from fin: ^ 
whether we eat or drink, or fleep or wake, i 
or whatever we do with comfort or fafety, | 
we hereby difcover our continual obligation to i 
the good magiftrates care over us> whereby 
we are fut in mind to hefodje€l^ &Cf 

Z. The 
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2. f hfe other reafon of ftibmlffion given bjr 
St. PiUriSy becaufi all governments and governors 
arifefiom the peoples confenU They arc the or- 
dioances and appointments of men, the crea- 
tures of human compaA. For we do not find 
that God did appoint any form of political govern^ 
tntnt for a pattern to be followed by any fociety 
now in being upon the earth. We fee no fuch 
rule in the book of nature ; nor do we read in 
fcripture of any particular polity prefcribed to 
all» or any people, now imbodied in the world. 
.We read there, that all governments and go- 
vernors are appointed by God's providence. By 
me kings reign^ Sec. But we find no particular 
ftdminiftration, no particular family, or fiogle 
perfbn, now in being, ordained to government 
by divine precept: but each magiftrate and 
magillracy is left to the ordinance and appoint- 
« ment of thofe men who have joined themfelves 
together ia fodety. 

The great variety we fee in civil government, 
(hews, that they are all theeffeSfs of human cot^ 
trivance^ and fuited to the feveral interefts of thi 
refpiSlive fcieties : thus the ancient charter of 
the neighbouring city *, containing all thofe ufe- 
ful and neceflary powers, by which fo great a 
body is governed. Was it not the wife contri- 
vance of their anceftors ? And did it not re- 
ceive its eftablifliment from the principalities 

VOL. II. M and 
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kod powers of the realm ? the great charter of 
the realm itfeff is no more than the wi'e ordi- 
nance of our forefathers : and the dates of its 
royal confitroations are dill remaining among 
US. And as feveral fmaiier focieties have their 
free cuftoms dlflinA from one another ; (b in 
dUTerent nations there are varioas lodgments, 
even of the fovercign power, which appear to 
be the efFeds of free-will} becaufe in every 
rational government, fomething may be ob- 
fcrved which is peculiar and diftinguifliing. 

Furthermore, have we not feen the forms of 
government, even in the fame nations changed 
from what they formerly had been? as in 
Suecferr^ France^ and Drnmark. And have not 
our eyes beheld of late years, the legal form of 
the Englijb monarchy degenerated into tyranny^ 
and again recovered, through God's bleffing, 
together with the courage and conduft o^. 
the man of bis own right hand, who by re* 
fioring our ancient liberties, jufily recom- 
mended himfelf to the imperial crown of this 
realm by the free confent of the people i 

Nor was it otherwife of old, when Mo/ts 
was by meeknefs and miracle recommended of 
God to be the fether of his country. For tho* 
by a divine power he wrought out IfraeV% de- 
liverance from Egypt by conducing them into 
the wildernefs, yet there was no form of go- 

vernmeat 
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vtromeDt edabKihed among the itibestiK Jetbrb 
made a Viflt to hh fon- in-law Mofes^ to vihsXt 
covtifcl it was owing that a found polity was fet 
up in the land ci IfraeL For inftcad of the 
whole burden of the government lying upoa 
Aiofesy which Jethro told him was not good^ 
he directs him to provide mi of all the people^ 
able men^ fuch as fear Gcd^ men of truths hating 
clfveioufnefs^ and pJaa fuch over them to h rulers 
aver tboufa.dSf ruUrs of buhdredsy rultrs rffif" 
ties and ruLrs of tens ; and let them judge 4bi 
people at allfeafons. And it Jhall be (faith Jethro) 
ilMt every great matter they flyaU bring unto thee^ 
but every fmall matter they Jhall judge ^ Exod. xviii, 
17, 21, 22. Thus the burden of the dvil 
government Ihould fit eafy uf)on the governors^ 
and the people (hould receive a quick difpatch 
of their affairs* 

Mofes (as yon read) follows this advice, and 
joins himfclf with the tribes of Ifrad in iht 
choice of perfons fit for this admlniftration, as 
will appear by comparing the 25 th verfe of 
the foredted chapter with the firft chapter of 
Deuteronomy* In the former verfe we read that 
Mofes cbofe able men out of ITrad and made them 
heads over the people. But the latter place Ihewi 
that the people^s content was had In the dec- 
tion of thefe officers. For fo Mofes repeats the 
circumftances <rf that aflion, Deta. i. 9, ^e. 
And IJpide mn ]9U at that ttmt faying^ I nm 
Ma "^ 
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tut abli t9 hior jm myftlf ahm^ &c. Ulh yt 
thirefoTi wife men and undtrjlandingt and knoum 
mnmg y^ur tribes^ and I will makg tbim rukrs 
wtr ym. From hence it appears, 

1. That the old conftitotion of I/raePs 
government^ was the contrivance of Jethro an 
Heathen^ and the magifirates who were in the 
adminiflration were chofen by the joint confent 
of Mefesy and the people. And, 

2. That no one perfon, thongh never {0 
iible, fo wife, and valiant as Mofes^ is fufHcient 
to govern a nation without the advice and joint 
aiGftance of inferior magiftrates. Much lefs 
fnch a man who hath no pretence to the fpirit 
and character of this divine legiflator. 

It has been thought by fomc, that a great 
conqueror might form, a civit government in a 
canquer'd nation, without the confent of the^ 
people by the fole power of his own will. 
And fuppofe it were fo, then that government, 
would be an human ordinance, becaufe the 
conqueror is but a man. But I deny it to be 
poflible for any conqueror, though never fo 
great, to make himfelf a king over any people 
without their confent. For to let pafs what 
our hiflories tell us of the capitulations which 
followed the refpeftive conqueft of the Saxons^ 
Danes, and Normans, before they credled any 

form 
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form of government in thU land. Let ns fup- 
pofe that a great general, with a powerful 
foreign army, (hould fo far over-run a natioa 
that the people thereof could not be able to 
make any confiderable refiflance; in fuch a 
cafe the relations of lor J and JIave are aftually 
introduced by the conqueft. The conquerors 
are lords and the natives JJavfs : but then this 
ftate is a ftate of war flill, but no political or 
civil conAitation. The abfolute lord and his 
Jhve are as yet, upon no civil terms with one 
another^ no obligations have as yet paffed be- 
tween them, but they are both left to their 
owa wills ; and if the jord may take away the 
life of his flave, the flave is under no obligation 
of dealing otherwife with his lord. So that if 
this great general intends to rule in peace over 
the conquered people he will find himfelf coo- 
ftrained to enter into fome terms of compacH: 
with them, upon which they arc willing to 
accept him for the head of their government, 
and oblige themfelves to obey him. But put 
the cafe that a nation, to avoid preient de* 
ilru£lion, would confent to make themfelves 
legal (laves, this can no more oblige them than 
an honefl man is bound to keep promife with a 
barbarous highwayman ; for iniquity cannot be 
eilabliflied by a law, much lefs can it bind 
pofterity, of whofe lives and liberties they had " 
no right to difpofc. And confequcatly, they 
M 3 may 
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juftly reftore themfelves to a ftate of .frecdo(n> 
vrbcaever they are able* 

And if a mighty cooqueror cannot attain a 
civil power over a conquer'd people without 
their confent, how (hall he obtain it over hk 
own conquering nation, without their free 
concurrence ? Did this viAorious people leave 
iheir native country, with all the liberties they 
enjoyed therein, to follow their chitf into a 
foreign land^ wherein they hoped to find a 
better fettlement for therofclvcs and pofterity i 
would ihey induce all the hardftiips of war, 
9nd by their fweat and blood porchafe an in- 
lire coDq,ucft that they might be seduced to. 
the nxifecable condition of the conquer'd people? 
that 18, to become flaves to their general, I 
allow, that this chief may by the help of his, 
own people, make himfelf owned by the con- 
quered upon advantageous terms. But b; 
what invifible power (hall he gain to be (I will 
90t fay abfbhite mafter but ev^n) the civil head 
over his new fettled colony 7 It can be nothing 
eife but their own free confent which can inveft 
him with a politicat head (hip over them. 
And then, how great rea(bn have they to pay 
a due fubmiffion to that ordinance which them- 
felves have made, and to fubmit to principalities 
^ 9nd powers which were their own appointfnenr», 
and for their own beaefit t 

Uh Halting 
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III. Having thus fct forth the apofiolical 
grounds of civil obedieoce, I crave leave to 
make fome improvement of them : fir.il by way 
of general applicatioD) for to infift oq the difmal 
cfFedls of this day's tragedy (with which yoa 
have been annually acquainted all your lives) 
would be fuperfluous labour. And therefore t 
Aiall rather endeavour to ^r fimt cautiom 
which may probably pnvint tbi Lh mi/Mffi for 
^be future. BuV 

ly?. The apoftolical reafons of obedience 
being duly cdnfidered, may fcrve to allay the 
fears and Jealoufies of fome good men, who 
have coQceived^ that a national government 
hathaot fo fiire a foundation as. is neceflary, i£ 
it be only bottomed upon human compact : 
becaufe mens minds being fubjed to frequent 
alterations, all governments will, as they thinks 
be very unfleady. 

And it muft be acknowkdged, that in all 
dubious matters, wherein the judgment cannot 
tome to a* determination* the minds of men 
will be tinfettkd. So likewife in fmaller mat-* 
ters, fcarce worthy of ferious deliberation, 
men will aA differently. Nay, in matters of 
Bioment, fome men may fnflfer themfclvcs to be 
carried away by unaccountable capricibV: but 
yet none of thcfe things can any ways endanger 
M 4 ^ 
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a conflicutioQ fettled upon the fqundatioQS 
before mentioned. 

F/jr/?, Becaufe a good government is a matter 
of fo ncceffary importance, that no man in his 
wits can doubt, whether he (hall concur to itj 
fupport or not* And 

Secondly^ The ccmpa^f by wh'ch all governors 
ae introduced^ is evermore folemn and deliberate '^ 
and attended with the Ji rang ffl tye to the f over eign 
pcwir by which Uis pojpble f$r a man t9 ratify 
the folemn obligations he has contraGed, For fuch 
a bond is. The oath of the Lord; by which the 
a)!egiance of the fubje£i is confirmed. And if 
a deliberate compad, freely entered into^ upon 
the wifeft and ftrongeft motives of advantagei 
confirmed by folemn oaths and promifes, be 
not a fufficient eftablifliment, ^is hard to fay 
what isTuch. And notwithftanding fome men 
may fufFcr themfelves to be carried away from 
a ufeful and neceflary eftablifliment, by rea- 
ibniogs contrary to the general Aream of a 
nation, ir cannot be prefuined that the number 
and abilities o£ fuch men will ever be fofficient 
|o unhinge any tolerable adminiftration of a 
government thus eftabli(hed. 

Indeed, nothing but an abfolute nufceility^ 
and fuch as is vifible in aki extraordinary man*, 
ner, will be efFcftual to work a change in any 

fettled 



arid Orthodoxy Jbaken. 249 
fettled Conftifution, fuch an one, as renders 
mankind fully fatisfied, without the leaft re-' 
maining fcruple, that the government then m 
being. Is not the ordmance of God to them* 
for good. 

2. Prom what hath been faid it alfb appears. 
That no man's pretence to the memherjhip of any 
pure apoftolic churchy can excufe^ much left war^ 
rani his difaff'e&ion to that governmeM which 
Ood*s providence and man^s confent have fet ovtr a 
people for their good. , 

I fpeak this to take away that fcandal which 
fomc have endeavoured to fix upon the church 
of England *j as if (he had laid any obligation 
upon her fods, in oppofition to the prefent 
conftitution : whereas the contrary truth is ftlf- 
evident. For does not our church, inhtvftxth 
article^ receive all the books of the NewTcfta- 
ment, as they are commonly received, and ac- 
count them canonical ? Is not my text part of 
that canon ? And are not all our bidiops and 
clergy thereby obliged, as much as Titus was, 
to put their hearers in mind of their fubjeSiion 
to principalities znd powers? Or can we pretend 
to be members of an apofiolical church, if we 
carry ourfclvcs unfeemly toward fuch a govern- 
ment, whofe adminiftratioa diredly .tends to 
Qtir COSQmiOD good, and was aifo our own ordi- 
Ms »a°^® 



"1 
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nance and appoiotmeot, which are the apoIUh 
Seal, reafons of civil obedience.? 

1 fpcak not thi5, as if by virtne of the nw- 
])Jfterial'fan£Hon we conld pretend to prefcribe 
forms of civil government to nations, to de* 
tennHif? thC: tfgaiia of princes,, or the fabordj- 
fi^te powers of inferior magiftratea* Tbf book 
^ God dpes Qpt fiirnifli ns with^ abilities for. 
il>is work, mnch lefs requlrie it of u$. It ia* 
jqiny us to niake. peace among, our neighboocs,, 
by endeavouring to incline mens minds to a. 
pesccable temper ; but it does not enable us to 
jiuige the IcaA point of legal right which is in 
controver/y beowee^. them^ much lefs does it, 
toach. us., to. determine the rights, titles or 
P9wers of priaceS:and magiftrates; but yet it. 
eiyoin^US to put men in mind to hi ready to every 
g(»d werJt^ which may, comrihute to fupgpr t SL 
gpod goverumem, 

Tbirdfyy From the di&arine allready fet forth, 
in conjunftion with th& misfortunes of that 
iovereign prince which we are this day caUed' 
to remembrance^ . arifeth mauer of: cauiio»> to- 
t<wo forts of people^ 

Firjl^ To all tbofe who have the honour* to* 
Jbare the public adauoiftration, that they make 



1^ their equal care that the government whick 
at prefent^WA enjoy, may be alwaj^s tbi mwftry^ 



tfGcd hus/9r £ctJ. Foi foch an admiDiflratioor 
applies the text ia the moft feofible maDner,. 
coQTiQciag every ooe that be ought to be fuhjief 
U priadpalitiis and prnvnty U otiy magjjfiraUs^- 
and to h ready to ivery^ good Wuri* . 

It' ii weH kobwir, that the charader of ai^ 
good priiice.i6 raifed Co high in the Holy Scrip— 
tiire^ that fuch are called Gods tepon earthy ay 
admoaiih them of that contioual overBowing' 
kiodiielS) that univerfal beneficence, that tender^ 
care and coocern f5r tKcir peopled welfare, 
which tbtir high office requires. And frooi! 
thfe Scriptures we are a^fb informed, that the* 
kind providences of God are immediately con-* 
veyed to men by hb holy^ angels, . who . are - 
therefore called mintJIriHg fpiritsy Hebrewi i. 14,* 
and are moft. efpiecially employed in works of. 
deliverance-. Ey .th^ir means Lot was delivered . 
out of Su£lom.r Ifaac from the arm that wa8> 
ftretched forth, to make him a facrifice, IJrQtli 
was^ conducted through the wilder nefs to d-» < 
naan^ Elijah delivered from famine, and at lall^ 
carried from* earth to heaven* By their .means^ 
Daniel was delivered from the lions,, and the . 
ihtct IJraeUiis ftoia the fiery furnace^ Thcfe: 
were the heralds who firft .publiflied. the re- • 
dprnption of the worldi by our. Saviour Jefus. 
Chrirt, who likewife delivered Petor (mm his . 
cfcuns, PaulandSilas from theicimprifonment- 
M 6. Whereby. 
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VTherrby a pttura is fet up to the mimflry oi 
a, great and good priace ; who are hereby- 4i* 
rtAed to cultivate and ador«' 4iat di^veraDoe- 
which their Gr4a$> Maftit hatk wroogbt out* 

for his people. 

^irftf^ Bf the beiog oiellrflgerft and ppo- 
moters of tbofe nethodawhich may fior ever 
hereafter fecone oar liberties from, daoger of 
relapfe. 

Secondly J By a diligent avoiding of all thofe, 
methods by which th<; glory of former princes.. 
has been eclipfed, and the hearts of their 
people alienated from theoi. 

The fubordinate mlniftry is the vifible ma- 
jefty of the king, whereby he is made known 
to his people, and more efpecialiy in time of 
peace ; for, though during a war, the perfonal 
courage and conduA of a great prince is made 
v^ry public, whilft his perfon is expofed to 
the view of multitudes; yet when peace fhall 
reflore him to a more private (Vate of life, his 
perfonal endowments, though never foilluftrious 
in themfelves, cannot become vifible to the 
body of a people, any other way than by the 
.con(\ant care and conduA> the great diligence 
and public fpirit of thofe to whom he hath 
committed the truft of his people's welfare t 
The want of this neceflary concero for puUU 
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,g9^9 ^W> 5n fome meafure, affift in bringing 
on that tragical fcene, which is this day corii- 
mcmorated. As *tls commonly feen, that men 
ia a private, condition of Ufe are reduced to 
great miferiqs, by the male admihiftration of 
thofc to whom they had committed their pri- 
vate trufts. 

Itat when a fuhlts mimJryfhM join together 
hearts and- hands, only to promote the puUic 
Wial, without the leaft-de/iga of warping the 
princes favour towards any one party of maty 
which like the light of the fun, an4 breathings 
of the air, is deiigned for common comfort and 
refrefliment,. no.jealoufies, fears or difafFeflions 
can arifei 'twill then be impofliblc for the mod 
wicked and malicious to difturb the public 
peace^ but the king's throne will be ejtablijhed 
inrrighteoufnefsy and the voice of the pisp/e will 
be, O king live for tvir* 

Secondly^ A fecond caution affefts all thofe 
who are concerned for the body of the people, 
that they let flip no opportunity wherein public 
advantages are offered to them. The fupreme 
magiftrate is the greateft minijler of God to us 
for good: but God himfclf is not wont to en- 
force his kindnefs upon us ; but expels our own 
concurrence for our own behoof: and when a gra- 
cious prince ftiall make it appear, both by 
Viords zadfaffs^ that he eanna have anyfeparate . 

intereft 
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in^irtft from that of bis people ; when he fliew^ 
biterdf ready to every good work which is efietmti 
hifuficial to his people \ though his compliance 
iherewitti maj be complicated with fome dr- 
camftaaces of felf- denial, 'twould be a. matter 
of fad reflection, if the/ii^(//V tt;r^/.(hould not 
be improved by the advantages which fo good, 
and gradoui an inclination adminijlers unto us* 
An nnanimOQS coaTent in any matter of pn^c 
hentfit wiU certainly, procure. It.. Ta kmvi what < 
is^gocdJiruSf ii tOk attain it* . 

' There i$ alfo one rule which our Saviour 
Cbrift has left with us, tending to the im- 
provement of knowledge, which when reduced' 
to prafticc, will fuffer no man to be ignorant 
of what is good and-fk to iid^e; 'lis only to 
carry a Ji^gl^^ ^f about us, according to what 
irfaid, Matth.vu 22. The Tight eftho bodyjs: 
the eyoj if therefore thine eye be Jingle^ thy whole 
h&dy Jball he full of light : if the eye of a man 
be earned on ; fingly (without any biaffing 
affeftion) toward cither public or private good,^ 
he will certainly difcovcr the good which he. 
looked for. But if in the fcarch after public 
weal, any private^by ends be aimed at; if a. 
private love to ourfelves, or a. particular re? 
fentment againft any pe^fons or parties y (hall 
over-rule 5 if either the admiration or difefteem 
of others, (hall inclioe men tarefufe gcod pro^ 
vifmsy or embrace fr^fpUious proff/als i if anj 

thing, 



Md Okthoi^joxy Jbaken, 255 

t&iag b^fides a Jincen defire to promoU tbi pub* 
Itc wialj fhall bear fway iQ a public council^ lis 
no ftrange thiog if Jarinifi (tidM be called /i^^^, 
and light darinefs: 

It may alfo be obferved, that amongft the 
many qualifications which have recommended 
our holy religion, no one has more forced its*, 
way among ferious and confidering men, than 
itf being fo admirably adapted, to the bappinefs of 
mankind y and the good of /octettes. 

Unbelievers have denied its miracles^ and its 
ntyfirries have been difpoted and derided by 
Jceptical 2dii profane men, Bntthe greateft op- 
pofers of the ckriflian.name,. can neither, deny 
nor difpute the real, tendency of meefnefs^ nio-^ 
deration^ punSiual jvjiice^ and univerfal good-witl^ 
to. make men live well one wiih another, doing 
to others as we* would have thim to do to us^ and* 
loving our very enemies^ leave no room cither for 
private opprefHon, or public di(lhrbance« The 
fpirit of this religion will not fuf!er us to per- 
I>etuate animoIitieSy or. carry on fufpicions too 
far : to think that men who have once been in. 
the wrong, can never be convinced, never re- 
pent of their, errors : 'twill fuffer no fufpicions 
to hinder from a due confideration of aoy pro* 
fo/als m. behalf of public good^ from whatever 
<|uarter they may come.: where the Jingle eyf is. 
dins direfiedinia ftmit Une towards the public 
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we«I| the whole body offueh a council will he 
fuU of lights whereby they will certainly dif- 
COFer the things which htlong to our peace* 
Thefe things can never .be bid; when a prince 
and people are tbas ia queft of them. 

God forbid therefore, That this day of fo^ 
limn humiliation Jhould he made ufe of to flatter 
princes with notions of arbitrary pcwer^ by draw^ 
ifig any conclujims from the ancient government of 
God* s peculiar people, which may colour ever 
modern tyranny*. 

God forbid ! That the Soman imperial 
power in the hands of Claudius or Nere^ 
QioQld be owned as God*s miniflry, undei;' 
which the apoflles of Chrift fufFered martyr- 
dom. To entertain people with the melan- 
choly thoughts of fetters and chains, which 
when laid upon them by ill princes, yet they 
muft not endeavour to remove under penalty 
of eternal damnation, tends only to exafperate 
human nature, and make way for fuch another 
day of humiliation as that we are now cele- 
brating : which, may divine goodnefs, for ever 
prevent 1 God forbid, that this day fliould be 
made ufe of to continue heats and animofities 

• From the beginning of this paragraph, to the 
end of the iermon, there appears the mafterly hand 
of Mr. Trenebaritt the auihor'a ffiend, who wuxm 
this (hining concluilon. 

8 among 
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mong US| which ought long fince to have 
been baried io oblivion. Efpecially wbea the 
tragical fcene of this day, was not then the aA 
of the whole nation ; and few fpcAators of it, 
fcarqe any aAors in it, are now remaining. 

But fince the condition of the greateft mea 
npoa earth is fubjeft to fuch fatal cataftrophis^ 
as that was which this day brings to mind ; I 
cannot but lament the unhappy fate of thole 
princes who are born in purple, and bred in 
luxury; encompafled with flatterers, aiul fo 
intoxicated with the gaudy ornaments of power^ 
as to forget the end for which tkey were ele- 
vated, and made gods upon earth. . They little 
^xmGder that this greatnefs is fupported by the 
inheritance of the gentleman, the hazard of the 
merchant, and thelweat of the labourer i who 
readily contribute out of their fmall fiock to 
fupport a government they themfelves have fet 
up. Who are contented to part with thdr 
natural Hbcrty to thofe who formerly (it may 
be) were their equals, for their common good 
and protefiion j which is the only end of go* 
vernment. A due reflection hereon would 
make them firft of all adore the goodnefs of 
fSod whofe providence hath fo diflingutflied 
them, and alfo love' and cherifli that fociety 
of men, who hatb raifed them to fo high a 
flatioo, and (iibfi^itted tbeoi&lves and their 

fortunes. 
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fortunes, in a great mearure» to their dif-- 
eretion. Then the world would fee the Beft 
men in the higheft places, lenates in authority* 
mag^ftrates in efteem, and the temple of virtue- 
the only paflfage to that of honour. Am- 
bition and corruption will be out of counte-* 
nance, and the world will triumph in an un- 
diflunbed felicity. The prince wHi be happy 
io the reverence and efteem of hiis people, and 
the people (afe in the generofity of the prince. 

All this and more we may expeA from hi» 
majefty^s moft happy reign, who was not (like 
others) nurfed up in flattery, but tailed early 
of the cup of affliftion^ that his g^eatnefs* 
might be owing to his own courage, viitue 
and integrity, and not the uncertain gift of 
fortune* Wife by nature, improved by early 
adverfity, and confummated by long e^tperieoce 
in all the paths of greatnefs; a prince loved 
and obeyed by his own fubjeAs, honoured 
by his allies, dreaded by his enemies^ and will 
be admired by late pofterlty. 

Nor do I here infift upon his great perform- 
ances in the art of war, in which other princes 
have had their (hare, and are often themfelves* 
the wretched trophies, ereAed upon the tear^ 
of miferable iren. But in* his early years, to 
jeftore his native country^ andlince that, the 
Bbcrties of three moft potent nations^ arc 

gloriea 



Mtfd OftTHODOXV Jbaken. 259 

gforics peculiar to hin&lf, and caaaot be 
equalled by the exploits of the moft renowned 
chiefs, either of the AJfyrian^ Qreaan^ or Romf-n 
iDooarchs And to confiimraate all the felicity 
that can happen to mortal man, it hath been a 
^rticular honour referved by providence f*^ 
him alone, that aa wherever he fet his foot, 
flavery fled before hiaa like a pha&tom, fo ia 
hit dominions and under his prote£)ion, are 
almoft all the remains of liberty now known i» 
Ae worlds 

Not that I fpeak this, or any thing elfe I 
have here faid, f3r your information, (for I 
know from what hm^rahli ajimbfy. I ought ta 
receive inftruAlon) but at my text dfareAcdl 
tte» for 7oor reae»bfM€««. 
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With (bme Refle£tions on the ReflftaAce tnside to 

King CHARLES I. 
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Anntverfary of his Death: 

la which the Mystertous Dodlrine of that Prince's 
Saintfhip and Martji^rdom is unriddled : 

The Subftance of which was. delivered io a Sxrmon preacheU 
in the Weft Meeting-houfe in Bofton the Lord*8>Day 
after the 30th of January^ 1 749* 50* 

Publijbed at the Requefl of the Hearers, 

By Jonathan M a y h e w, D. D, 

Faftor of the Weft Church in Bofion. 

Fear GOD, honour the King, Saint P a y l i 

He that ruletb over Ment Untfi be juft, ruling in the Fear of 
cob. Prophet S a m u e t , 

J have ftidye are Godt^^ut be Jballdie like Men, and fall 
likeone of the PRINCES, King David. 

Quid memorem infandas caedes ? quid fafta TYRANNI 
Effera ? Dii CAPITI ipfius GENERIQUE refcrvent— . 
Necnon Thrticius longe cum vefte SACERDOS ) 

OWiquitur— — * Rom, Vat, Prln, 
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Firft printed at Boflan ia New-England * 1750. 



The foUowiDg advertirement, prefixed to the 
origiQal editioa, is here preferved. 



n^dE a:th9r of this difcourfe has ban trtUhly in^ 
foimtd^ that fomi ptrjons b^thfirmerij and laitly^ 
have 'wrgti iitbir «/, or ab ut him^-'-^o /•i9*t'bmg j 
(he catinoi <u:$ll till v^haij in tbt common neivs-paf^ers^ 
which be does not often read. He tb. refore^ takes this 
olffortuenty to ajfure tbe Writf's of ^9X rank, emdin 
that foim, ince for al'^ that they may Jlander bim at 
Mueb as tbey p'eaf ^ tu'itbout his n tice^ and^ %ery 
f^obablyt mitho't bis knoijuledge, B»*t if any perfeg 
ff common ienfe and common honefty, Jball coitf 
d^cend to animad'vert in a different <u«>> upon awf 
thing 'which be has puh/iflfed^ ho meg depend yponban,* 
ing all proper regard Jhewn :ohim. 

J. M. 



preface; 

CJI^HE enfuing difcourfe is the hji of thru upun 
thefamejubje£ij with/owe Utth alterations and 
additions. It is hoped that bu* few will think thg 
fubjeSi of it an improper one to be dfcourfdon in the 
pulpit^ under a notion that that is preaching politics^ 
inftead of CHRIST. However^ to remove^' 
prejudices of this fort^ I beg it my be nmembered^ 

that " allfcripiure i^ profitable fcrdoar in , for 

reprof for CORRECTION, for injlruaion 
in righteoufnefs^.'* ff'hjy then Jhould not thofe 
parts of fcripturc^ which relate to civil government^ 
he examined and explained from the dejky as well 
as others ? Obedience to the civil magj/irate^ is a 
chrijiian duty : and iffo, why Jhould not the na^ 
tbrej grounds and extent of it be confidered in a 
chrijiian ajfembly f BefideSy if it be faid, tl.at it is 
out of character for a chrijiian minijler to meddle 
withfuch a ftibje^^ this cenfun wilt at lajl fall 
upon the holy apoftleU They write upon it in their 
epijllei to chtijlian churches : andfurely it cannot 
he deemed either criminal or impertinent ^ to attempt 
an explanation of their do^rine. 

It was the near approach of the Thirtieth of 
January, that turned wy thoughts to thisfubje^ : 
on which folemnity the fla?ifli doHrine ofpafftve ohe* 
dience and mn-refijlance^ is ften warmly ajfertedi 

• a Pet. ill. i6. 

and 
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and- 1 hi dfj/inters from the efiabVJbed churchy rt" 
ftiftntid^ not only as fcbifmatics^ (with more of 
triumph than of truths and of'eboUr than chrifii- 
anity) butalfo as porfons of feditious^ traitorous 
and rebellious principles — GOD be thanied one 
mayy in any part of the Britifh dominions^ fpeak 
freely (if a decent regard be paid to thofe in aur 
thoriiy) both of government and religion 5 and 
even give feme broad hintSj that he is engaged on 
the fide of liberty^ the BIBLE and common fenfe^ 
in oppofition to tyranny^ PRiEST-CRAFT and 
non-fenfe^ without being in danger either of the 
Baftile or the Inquifition '.--^Though there will aU 
ways be fomc interefted politicians j contrasted bi' 
gotSj and hypocritical zealots, for a party^ to take 

offence at fuch freedoms. Their cenfure is praife : 
Thtir praife is infamy^jf fpirit of domination is 
always to be guarded againjl both in church and 
Jlate^ even in times of the greatefl fecurity ; fuch 
as the pre font is amongji US; at leafi as to the 
latter. Thofe nations who are now groaning undef 
the ironfceptre of tyranny ^ were once free. So they 
^i^htf probably J have remained^ by a feafonabU 
precaution againjl defpotic meafures. Civil tyranny 
is ufually fmall in its beginnings like ^* the drop 
^^ofa bucket* s'' till at lengthy like a mighty tor* 
rent^ or the mighty raging of the fea^ it bears 
down all before ity and deluges whole countries and 
empires* TTjus it is as to ecclefiajiical tyranny alfo% 

* Ifaiahjck 15. 
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^^^mi/t€tuJ\ intalirahit and impiats^ ff^ny* 
Fvwmfinall iiginnings^ ** it exalts itfe^ ^m at 
« rAa/ is calkd GOD and that is w^rfiipp^^.*^ 
fe^ havem fuunty agavnji hwnf tamer crfu^ 
prieft-riddeOy hut by .htping all imp^ims £/•> 
»HOPS, ^ ^htr CLERGYMEff vMhve^m 
^^ hrdii aver Cod* s heritage^'* fi^m geiting Asir 
foot inh the Airrap at alK Ltt them he erne fairly 
flaouatedy msd their ^^heajls^ the Jaity^^** may 
prtace and flounce about te km p^rpofi : and they 
^U^ id Ung^K ^ fi jaded and baclqsd by thefe 
rev^ind jo(ju^s« that tbty will net even h^ys^ 
(pints ^mngk t9 49mplai% ibat iitir bac)^ an 
galled i pTy iih fialaamV ^» U *^ njbuie tit 
^* madki/s (fibe pr^tphet J/* . 

«« The n^iry of iniquity #<f «« l» wqri | '* even 
in the d^ fffim rf ihe ^^s. But the king* 
dm$ ^f SfUiibfifi was thtn^ i» one rofjpeih UJm 
the kingdom of kotsven^ however ^erent in all 
tfhers* — It was ♦• as a gredn of mufiard food ^^^ 
This grain wasfovfn in Italy, that frtdtful field : 
jind tho' it were *^ kaj ef aU foeds^" etfien be- 
tamo a mighty trft^ It boo iengfinct om^fpread 
and darkened the greaiejl part ^/'Chrifteadom, fo 
thai wf may ^y toit u^ait. is faftirfshe trea 
«(;9bfr/& Neb1]€ba^a^lc^f9 fit ^rmfion-^^^^The 
" heighth thoreef reached unt$ heaven^ and the 
•* A ^ Mi^ toiboeni^aik ^be earth— jM 



•/ 2 Th* i?. 4» t Mr, te/l/e, t » Pet, ii. 1 6. 
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that fubmiffioD, which perfons of a private cht- 
ta&cx ought to yield to thofe who are vefted 
with authority. This «iuft be -allowed by all 
who acknowledge the divipe origioal of cbrifli- 
aikity. For although there be a fenfe, andji 
very plaio and important feofe, in which 
Chrift's kingdom a nd a/this world* j his ia- 
fpircd apoflies bave^ Qevertheltls» jaid dowo 
fome general prtndpi^ corvcerniag the a0icccf 
pvil rulersj and the duty of fubjeAs, together 
inrith the reafon and obligation of that duty* 
And from jtence k follews, that it is proper 
for all who acknowledge the authority of Jefos 
Chrift, and the infpiration of his apoftles, to 
endeavour to underftand what is ia faA the 
do6lrine which they have delivered concerning 
this matter. It is the duty of chriftian ma- 
giftrates to inform themfelves what it is which 
their religion teaches concerning the nature and 
d^gn of their office* And it is equally the 
duty of all xhriJliMn people to infprfn then^lves 
what It is which their religion teaches con-* 
ctroing'that fubjeAipn which they owe to the 
higher powers. It is for thefe reafens that I 
have atten^pced to examine into t4ie fcriprure- 
account of this matter, in order to lay it before 
you with the hmt freedom which I confkntly 
life with relaiion to other dod^rines 9/nd pre- 
cepts of chriilianity ; not doubting but yoa 

a J/hnxviii ^6« 

will* 
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wHI ^adgi iijioa every thhig^ offered ta your 
eooftdemtloa, ^\\\i rN fame fplrit ^ fttedom 
Ul4 IHifty with trbicfa it \%fp$keih 

The paflSige reibd, is the moft full and expreft 
ei toy lo the, Dew^tefttmeilt^ relaiiog ta rulers 
Md IttbjeAd : aod therefore I thought it pro* 
per to groiiiid 0(H>nf ir». what I had t6 pr ofc£» 
ffo ymiwiih refinrcrnceto the attlhority of xht 
civil magiftpate, dUd the ioibjtAieii which is 
doe to 'hifn. Bat before I eater Dpao a^ ex- 
platiatiott of the federal parts of thi» pa^ge, it 
will be proper to obferveofie thing, wMch may 
fefve as- a key to the whole of \u 

It h to be obfcrted, then, that there were 
fbrne perfoDS amongfl the chrijfians of the 
apdftolic age, aod pGtrticutarly tfaofe at Rome, 
Ui whom St. FtfrJ Is here writhig, who fedi* 
tbufly dlfclalqied all fabje<ftroo to civil autho- 
rity ; refufing to pay taxes, and the duties Jaid 
Upoti their traffick and merchaodlte y and who 
fcrdpled not to fpeak of their rulers, wtihtnjt 
fttiy due regard to their office and character. 
SotBe of thefe turbulent cbrlflians were coureres 
horn judaifmy and others from pagGnfm* The 
^€ws\xi general had, long before this time*, 
iak^D up a ftrange conceit, that beiog^ the pe^ 
iuliar and #/#/? people of God, they were there- 
fore exempted from the jurifdidioa< of any 
N 3 bt4itheft 
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heathen princes or governors. Upon thisgMand 
i< was^ that fome of them, during the puhUc 
miniftry of owr blefled faviour^ came to ham 
with that queftion— /r it lawfui to givi tribute 
unto Caefar or not * f And this notion many 
of them retained after ihey were profelyted tor 
the tbrifiian faith. As to rhe gentile converts, 
fome of them grofly miftook the nature of thac 
lihertj which the gofpel promifed ; and thought 
that by virtae of their firijijefliion to Chrift, tho 
only king and head of his churchy they were 
wholly freed from fab||e£)ion to any other prince^ 
as thotigh Chrift's HngJom hadheen ^this worlds 
in fuch a fenfc as to interfere with the dvil 
powers of the earth, and to deliver their fub* 
jeds from that allegiance and dutj^ which 
they before owed to them. Of thefe vtfi« 
onary Cbri/ttam in general, who dlfowned fub' 
j^fiipn to the civil powers in being where tbej 
refpefiively lived, there is mention made in fe* 
veral places in the new-teftament : The A- 
fotAt Peter in pariicularj charaAerizes them iq 
this manner— */&/n that'^defpife governmini"^ 
prefumptuous ixre they^ felf-^wiUedy thty are not 
afraid to fpeak evil of dignities f . Now it is 
with reference to thefe dotiog Chrijii^ms^ that 
the apoftle fpeaks in the paiTage before usw 
And I (ball now give you the fenfe of it in a 

• Matt. xxii. 17, f 2 Pet. 11. 10. 

para- 



r 



andOtLrnoDOxyJhaken. 271 

paraphraft upon each verfe in its order, defiring 
you to keep in mind the character of the per* 
fons for whom it is defigned, that fo, as I go 
along, you may fee how juft and natural ifiis 
addrefs is ; and how well fuited to the drcum*- 
ftances of thofe againft whom it is levelled. 

The apoftle begins thus — Z// every foul* 
he fubje^ unto the higher powers \ f for there is 
no power K but of God: the powers that he % are 



• Every fiul. This is an hehrm/m, which fig- 
nifies e*viry man ; fo that the apoftle does not ex» 
. empt the clerfy: fach as were endowed with the 
gift of prophecy, or any other miracnloos powen 
which fuhfiiled in die chvrch at that day. And by^ 
his ufing the heirtnu idiom» iticems that he had the 
}ewifi converts principally in his eye. 

A The higher poicers : more literally, the over* 
riimtg^po^en i which teim^xteads to all civil rnlers 
in common. 

U By pon^r^ the apoftle intends not hwlefsjlret^th 
and brutal force, without regulation or proper di- 
reftion; but juft authority i for To the word here 
ofcd properly fignifies* There may hepouer where 
there is no authority. No man has any authority to 
do what is wrong and injurious, though he may have 
fo^wer to do it. 

tThepf<wersthathe: thofe perfons who are iii 
faftvefted with authority; thofe who are in poA 
leffion. And who thofe are, the apoftle leaves 
Chriftians to determine for themfclvcs; but who 
ever they are, they arc to be obeyed. 

N 4 ordained 
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^Pdmmid ef Goii\ ver, ». <|. d. ** Whcrfi9 
^ ibme prpfefTed Chrifilans vainly isM^Qe, Utax 
^* tkey are wholly excufed from all manoer of 
M ixxxy and fubjcAioa to civil authorUy, re* 
^ fuGng ftp koQour tfactr rulers^ and to pay 
*^* tanes \ wbtcli opiaioA it not only uarcj^ 
^ iboable in icfelf, biK alfateads to^ fix a hlV- 
** tftg reproach upon the cbrijlum saiae and 
'^^ profefiion, I now, as aa apoAle and ambaf* 
** fador of Chrift, exhort every one of yon, be 
*^ be who he will, to pay all datifol fnbaii/Boa 
** to thofe who are vefted with any crvil office. 
^* For there is> iM-operly ^peaking* no auihp- 
^ ritjr but what b dcriTcd from God, as It is 
^' only by his permlffion and providence that 
^' any pofiefe ic. Yea» I may add^ that ali 
^* civy nagiftrates, at focb» ahhough they 
^ may be bmthens^ are appointed and orctained 
,^ of God«w Foe it is cecitdAly God's wUI, ilutf 

^ OrdaifrU»/t^di- a& ft is not wi^hoat- G<k!> 
'providence and perHMiliop^tbat any ase clothed with 
authority ; asd as it is agietsble to the pofitive will 
and purpose of Qod, that there ihoold be /omgfer^ 
f^ns vefted with anthority for the good of (bciety :. 
not that any ral^rrs have their omiaiiffion immedi- 
ately from God the fupreine Loud of the uaiverfe. 
1/ any aflert that kings, or any other rulere» are Ofw 
dained of God in th« latter f^ofe^ it is incombeDt up- 
^11 them to (hew the commiffion which they fpeak 
ifrf, under the broad feal of heaven. And when they 
do thi*»thjtj^ wtlU no doub^ l^e hcNevedfi 
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^ fo ufeM an inftitatioa as that of magiftraqF^ 
** Ihoald take place in the vorld, For the 
** good of cifU fociety.** The apoftle pro- 
tecd^^F^tfTfUver^ th$refirir rtfifteth tht ^cwir^. 
re^ith tb$ ordinance tf God y and thij that «-. 
J^'/hall nceivi U thimfih^s damnat'ton. vcr. a*, 
q. d. ^ Think not, therefore, that ye are guilt* 
^ left of aay crime ofi iin agataft God» wheQ. 
^ ye faaioufly difpbey and refiS the civQ an* 
*^ tbority. 'B<x maglftraqr and government: 
*^betiigf as I have fttd^tlie ordmance and ap*. 
^ pointment of God» it fbUow^ that tp refift^., 
^^ magi0rates in the execation of their offices,^ 
^ is really to refill the will and ordioaoce of 
^ God himfelF: and they who tbys .refift,, 
«< will accordingly be panUhed by 6pd for. 
*< this^ fin in . covaeo wifb otbcira.'^ Th«^ 
apoftle goes on-— Ar tukrs 0r$ not a nrrmr to, 
ffod uioris^ iut to the ivil^^. BTtlttboik ihen^ 

% /V rnltri an mt a torrqip ^'/W ^/OoriOt hM^ t§ 
tbi eini. It cannot be fuppofed Qiat the apoHle d«<-. 
fignt here, or in any of the fucceediqg verfet> to, 
give the true ebara^ler of Ngro^ or a^ oclier civit* 
powers tbeo in beiog, a^ if th^ were in fo& fuch 
perfoos as he defcribes, a terror tQ> evil works oiily» 
and not to the good.. For fudi a chtivAer did«0C 
belong to them ; and the apoftle was op fypophant* 
or paraitce of power, whatever ibme ofhylt pre-., 
tended fucceflbrs have bora. He only tells what, 
rulers woald be> provided they a(ted op to to t|ieir4 
char^ftcr aad office. 
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fiQft he afraid of the power ? Do that which h^ 
good, and thou /halt have praife of the fame* For 
he is the mtntfler of God to thee for gcod^ vcr. 3d, 
and part of the 4th. q. d. " That you may 
** fee the truth and juflnefs of what I aflcrt, 
•* {viz. that magiftracy is the ordinance of 
*' God, and that you iin againft him, In oppo- 
«* fing it,) confider that even pagan rulers^. are. 
** not, by the nature and defign of their office*^ 
•* enemies tind a terror to the good and vhr- 
" tuous aftions of men, but only to the in-^ 
•• jurious and mifchievons to fociely. Willyc 
f* not, tlicn, reverence and honour magifiracy, 
** when you Tee the good end and intention of ^ 
^* it ? How can ye be fo unreafonable f Only 
'* mind to do your duty as members •f fociety ; 
^* and this will gain you the applaufe and Ta- 
•< vour of all good rulers. For while you da 
^* thus, they are, by iBeir office, as minifters of* 
*' God, obliged* to encourage and protefl you ; 
*« It 18 for this very purpofe that they 2sn 
«« clothed with power.'' Tb^ apoflle fub- 
joins — But if thou do that which is evil, 
bv afraid^ for he hearetLnct the fword in vain. 
Tor he is the m'.nifler of God., ir revenger^ to 
txecuU wrath upon him that doth tuiV^^ ver» 4. 

htter 

* It IS manifeft that when the apoftle fpcaks\f 

k, as'the office of civil rulers, to encourage what t& 

g9<ri, and to punifh what is evil, he fpeaks only of 

- ^ tivel 
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latter partrJj.d. "But upon the othep 
^^ iiaod, if ye refufe to do your duty as 
** members of fociety; if ye rcfufc to bear 
** your part la the fupport of goireroment ;. 
** if ye are ^ifordcrly, ao^I do thiiigs which^ 
*' merit civil chaflirement^ ttheo. Indeed, ye 
** have reafon to be^ afraid* For it is not ia 
<< vain that rulers are veAed witk the power 
^^'Of iafli£ting puoifliment. They are by their 
^< office, not only the miniftera of God for 

cW/ good axid eviL They are to confalt the good 
of fociety tf J yiri&; not to dictate in religious con- 
cerns ;. not to make laws for the government of 
men's confciences ; and to inflid civil penaUies for 
religious crimes* It is foBictent to overthrow the 
doarine of the authority of the civil magiflrate, in 
alfairs of a fpiritual nature, ((o f<rr a^ it is built upon 
any thing which is here faid by St. Pauh ox upoiv 
any thing elfe ia the new-teftaroent) only to ob- 
ferve, that all the magiftratcs then in the world were 
heathen^ implacable enemies to chrifttanity: ib that 
to give tbctt authority in rdigious matters^ would 
have been, in eEed, to give them aathoiity to* ex* 
tirpate the chriftian religion, and to ellablilh the 
idolatries and faperflitions of paganifm. And ca» 
any one reafeni^ly ^pp«)re, than the apoftle had any. 
intention to extend the authority of culcrs^ bcyon4 
concerns merely civil and political, to she over- 
throwing of tfiat religion which he him(clf was fo 
. aealOus m propagating 1 fiet it is natorat for thofe,.' 
whofe religioa^caanoi be fappc»ted upon the foos^' 
ing of reafon and a^ment, to have recnurfe ta 
jpower and force, whicn will ferve a bad caufe as 
wetl as a good one t and indeed much better. 
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« good to thoft t\jax do welt ; but dfe Mt^ 
^ mtoUliBrs to refeiige» to dtiawtiteoaaee ud 
« pttoiOir thofe that tre uttroly, aod kijuriotis 
^xo theil* oei^hboors.'* The ipbftle psb- 
cttis^ ^fneripfreyi nrnfi mtit hi fkbji^ mt 
mHy fir wratb^ iut tfJJ far twfdinct fitke^ 
ver. jr. 4> *. " Smcc therefbrt, milgtftrtcf 
^ b the otdlBooce of Gbd; atid fioce rolcrs» 
^ %t% by Aetr office, bcotefftA^i* to feciefj^ 
^ by dtCcovfaging wftat is bad* ^nd eoeou^ 
^* ugiag what is good^ aad fo . prdemog^ 
^ l^eaee aad^ 9fixx amoogft A^ea f it la en* 
^ deaft iktt ye oaght to f^. a wUliog (iib* 
^ jefiioB to tbea^.;, not to obey oierdy fbe 
^* ifear of expofiog; yonrfdvea to tfaeir wrath 
^^ and difpleafgrc^ but alfo ia^ point of r^qi* 
^ foD, duty aid' eoddenee :. ¥e ai« ODder 
"* aa kdlTpenfiUe obligation as ChriftianSf to> 
^' honoiur their ofi^^aad to fubflilt to tbeoK 
^ ift the exeotttion^oi it.** The apeftie ^oea 
" Ott — For ^ for ihit caufi fasf ysw tribttii alfi:- 
fir tbey^ an Gad*$ minifters^ aiUnding amiinu* 
aJtf upm-ttis viry tiimg^ imt. i« %| di. ^^Aack 
^ here is^ a- plain reafoib^ aUb* why ye Aould: 
*' pay tribute to them y for they are God's- 
'^mioiAerS) exalted above the coaunoo level. 
^ of oiaBktnd^, not that they. may. iadalgo 
*' themfelves in foftoeis and luxury^ and be: 
*» entitled to the fervile homage pf their felt 
u. lMr*fnen,i, hut that they, may execate aQ< 

"office 



^ bflBce 00 lefs laborious than hoooorable ; 
^ ao<l attcod coatiDaaUy upon the public 
^welface. This bdiig their bttfioefs and 
** (tuty, It h but reafoiiabfe, that they (hottld 
" be re(p!itted for their care and aWgcnce !» 
^^performidg k; aod enabled^ b^ taxes le- 
&< Tted ti]xm the fabjefif, efii^ually to pro- 
^ fecme the great cad of their ittAitutiom 
» the good of ibciety/'^ Th9 ftpoftlc fwis^ 
ttpalUo ttefetfmrjog word!s«»».i!#«ir Am^ 
fir$ to all tbnr dusss: irlbmi * U wbfim tri" 
hat it dui^ €ufkm*i to. whm <9sftm^ i^a* 
t^ whemftori bon»ur^ t9 whom hmur^ vev* 
7« q« & ^^JLct h Dot^ thirefim, be Aid of 
•* any one of you hereafter, that yo|i oofitom» 
^< government to the reproach of yourfelves^ 
*«andof thfrCi^^HMM rpHgioa. Neither your 
^ being Jiws by nation^ «or your beeom- 
«' ing the fnbjedb of Chiri|Ps kingdon, gittt 
^ yon any df^enfiulon for miikhig dVlbrbancet 
** in the gorernmeat under which yoq live. 
^ Approve yourfeUes, therefore, a» peace^bht 

^ G^0//«/ obfbrveSy that theGrf/i words» here 
oled,«'aa(Wer to the tributim and 'ViBrgd of the 
£mp«im-s fhe io^^^t waa the ipiofley |>aid fi^tht 
foil aod poll ; the latceiv the duties laid, upon (bme 
iorts of merchandise*. And what the apo(tie here 
fivs, deferves to be ferioufly coniidered by #11 
Cbriftian$ concerned in that conimon praAice of 
carr/ing on an Utidt trade^ and running pf^goo^ls. 

3 ^M^ 
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<' and dutiful fubjcfts. Be ready to pay to 
<«.your rulers all that they may, in rcfpcftj 
«« of their office, juftly demand of you. Ren- 
*< dcr tribute and cuftom to thofe of yout; 
c« governors to whom, triljate and cuftom bc- 
«* long : and cbcarfully honour and reverence- 
«« all who are vcfted with civil authority, ac- 
** cording to their deferts,'* 

The apoflle's doftrine, in the paflagc thu* 
explained, concef ning the office of civil ru- 
lers, and the duty of fubjefts, may be fumed up 
in the following obfervaxions ; ♦ vi%. 

That the end of ina^ftracy is the good of 
oivilfociety,tfi>fA- 

That dvil rulet^^ as frcb, :'wre the ^fdinancr 
and mimfters,.o( Cojli it being. by his per- 
luiffion and providence t>at any be^ rule j and 
'i^reeable to his will, that there Ihould hcJ^M 
ferfins vcfted with. authority in fociety^for the 
wdl-being of it ; 

That which 4s here iaid coQcerniog.civit 
r«Iers, extends to all of them tu comnaott :. 
h relates^ indiffi:renriY te monar^hicsd repab^ 

licaa 

"* The ft vera! obfervations here only mentioned^ 
^ere handled at large iu two pieced ifi^ difcoui^- 
sopon ihis fchjedl* 
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lican and^ari/locratical government; and to 
all other forms. which truly anfwer the fole 
end of government, the happincfs of fociety ; ' 
and to all the different degrees of authority 
in aojf particular .flate*; to inferior ofiicera no 
lc£( than the fapreme. 

That difobedieoce to civil rulers in the due 
ex«rci(e of their . amhodty, is not merely a 
foUticalfin^ but an heinous tffifUi agaiu/l God 
and reltghn : 

That the true ground and reafon f of our 
obligation to be fubjeA to the bightr fnu^s, 

. . f it 



f Some fappofe the apoftle in this paflage, m* 
^ces the duty of fabmiiBon, with ttm arguments 
quite diflin£t from eacH other; one talcen frank' 
this coniideration, that rulers are the ordinance,' 
and miniHers of God, (ver. i, 2, and 4.) and 
the other, from the benefits that accrue to fbciety^ 
from civil goyerntnent, (ver. 3, 4, and 6.) And 
indeed thefe may be diftind motives and argu- 
ments for fubmifEon, as they may be fepnrately 
viewed and contempIateJ. But whtn we confider 
that rulers are not the ordinance and the mini- 
fters of God, bat only ib hr forth as they per- 
form God*s wi.l, by a£ling up to their office and 
charaOcr, and fo by being henefa£lors to fociety, 
this makes thefe arguments coincide, and run up 
into one at lad: at leaft (b far, that the former 
«>f them cannot hold good for Aibmiilion, where 

' the' 
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fc the ufefaiDefs of inagiftrac|: (when propertf 
exerctfed) to hunuui fociety^aad its fobftrvicDqp 
to the geoeral welfare : 

Hiat iobedteticc to clrBimfeM Is here eqiiah- 
}j required uader aU fcTms of governmeor^, 
which anfwer cp ihe fole ead of aU govemiaeaft. 
thte good df fodety j 5and t(» every degree of; 
authority la aniy &itft» whether fopreow or fUbr 
ordtoate t 

(From whf Dce it follows, 

Hiat if Balimlfed obedience and m»-i^ 
iAaact, be here required as a daty under an^^ 
ea^hna of g^veromeot, it is aUb required 

tbe latter faili, fut the roppoiitinn, that any man. 
bearing the ntle of a mag^ifiHte, thoold cxetdk 
hit power in ftiph a SNUMner as to have no diutai' 
to obedieace hy vktiif of that argomeflt which is 
Ipunded HptQ the BfefQlners of magiftraty ; and 
yoa equally take 08 the forc^ of the other argu- 
ment alfi^ which is founded upon h» being thr 
oxidii^aQce sod the minifter of God. For he is no 
h)iiger Cr/Qd*5 ordioaQce aiid minifter, than he a^s 
«p to his ofiic^ aod chiK^Aer, hy exerciHjig his 

epwer for ihe good pf (bciety. ■ > This i5» in 
rief, the reafon why it is faid above^. in the jftf 
gular nprnber^. that the trut grQintd emd re^fon^ &c,. 
The ufe sod propriety of this tema|f k may poffibfy- 
be more apparent in the procelat.of the argamcn^, 
Cfiafesning reliiUnce^ 
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as a diMv Qoder all other forms; aod as a 
duty to lubordiaate rulers as well as to the 
fiipreme.j 

Aod laftljy that tho(e ciril rulers to ttrhom 
the apoftic injoiiis fobjeflioD, are the pertons 
in p0ifft9ni tbtpowin tb0t bei xhtik who arc 
Q&ualfy vefled wuh aiithoriijr *» 

There b one very teporfaat aad rotereft- 
log poiot which remains to be eoquired into ^ 
namel/» the txUni of that ftttj^eftioa u thg 

higbgr 

. f ThiVmilft h^ qfidefilQO^ with tiMS frHi^^ 
that ihey do not ffttfOy aii(/i their vower and 
triifty biit exercife it for the ffood or thofe that 
are gomned. Who ihefe prions wete, whethet 
Vm9^ &c« oi* v^, .the ayoMe do^s not fay ; bat 
leaves it to be determined by thofe ,to wbcfiD he 
ifnie%. ,Cod does i^Ot iilt?rpof^ lia a z^iraeulDaa 
wan- 16 point o^t liie perfobs whd ih4l) beir rule^ 
•ad to wkofei fii^^fOfl Is due. AM *s lb thtf 
waliefiablc» indemafibk rij^ht of ptimig^nturep tM 
feriptuxes are entirely filent: or sather plainly con* 
tradil^ it: ioitt being the lirA king among that 
*^^^^tn I and apporhted to the rmil dignity^ 
I Us own factaer's li£Bk>tine: aadhe was (mm 
i, 01 rather fope rftdcd« by Ihtvhi 4bi laft h^rm- 
4^Kf many hrithrin^-'-'^Qw if O^d has not in- 
variably determined ibis toatter, h mnft, of Cborfe. 
^ detfimiBed by mn. And if fo be determloel 
^y nun it muft be determined cither in the way 
offeree or of <emfad. And which of thefe il tM 
Ml UttiiMh taa be a6 cpeftiOQk 
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higbfT pcwerij which is here enjotaed as 4 
duty tipoti all chriftians. Some have thought 
it warrantable and and glorious, to di(bbey the 
civil powers in certain circumfiances ; and, in 
cafes of Very great and general oppreiliony 
while humble remonflrances fall of having any 
ttkSt ; and when the public Welfare cannot 
be otherwife provided tor and fecared, to rife 
unanimoufly even againft the (bvereign him- 
felf, in order to redrefs their grievances ; to 
vindicate their natural and legal rights: to 
break the yoke of tyranny, and free them-> 
felves and poilerity from inglorious (crvitude 
and ruin. It is upon this principle that manf 
royal oppreflbrs have been driven from their 
thrones into banifhment ; and many flaln hy 
the hands of their fubjeAs. It was upon thl» 
principle lh%lTarquin was^xpeUed from R^me i 
toA Julius Cafar^ the conqueror of the worlds 
and the tyrant of his country, cut oS in the 
fenate-houfe. It was upon this principle, that 
king Charles I. was beheaded before his own 
banqueting- houfe. It was upon this princi-. 
pie, that king James IL was made to fly that 
country, which he aimed at eniiaving: And 
tipon this principle was that revolution brought 
about, which has been (o fruitful of happy 
confequences to Great Britain. But in op- 
pofition to this principle, it has often been 
aiTcrted, that the fcripture in general (and the^ 

paflTage 
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^a/Iage. aader tonilderadoo iQ^wticaiAr) malm 
all re/i^aQce Co prtaccs a crioie, ia wf cafe 
whaterer *— *- If they turn tyraots^ and ht^ 
come the common oppreflbrs of thofc, whofe 
welfare they ought to regard with a paternal 
afieAioii» we muft not pretead to right our* 
felve8» ufl^s it be by prayers and tears and 
bimible eftovaties: and if thefe methods fail 
of procuriag redreTs, we mnft not have re* 
courfe to any other, but all fuffer ourfelves 
to be robbed and butchered at the pleafure 
of the LonTsamoinitdi left wc (hould iocur 
the fin of rebeUioo, and the pnnilhment of 
damnation. For he has God's authority and 
commifEon to bear blm out in the worfl of 
crimeS) fo far that he may not be withftood 
or contrpnled. Now whether we are pWged 
to yield fucb an abfolnte fubmiffion Ux our 
prince; or whether difobedience and refift4 
anee may not be jnftifiable in feme cafest 
QOtWithftandiog any thing in the paflage be* 
fore us, is an enquiry in which we are all 
concerned ; and this is the inquiry which ia 
the main delign of the prefent dHcourfe. 

Now there does iiot feem to be ^ny nej 
ce^ffityoffuppofiogy that an abfolute unlimited 
obed'ienf^ whether afllve. or pafSve, is here 
iryoiaed, merely for this rcafon, that the pre-. 
cept b delivered in ab/ckti terms^ without 

•ttf 



tt«f49i^m or iif^Mhm expreffjr mentiotiedlV^ 
We sre etjoined^ (v^. iJ) f4 be yfai^V^ f« the -i 
fe|i&^ ^Mvfi.* ftod (ver. 5>} to \xffAjea ftr \ 
t^unafiiki. And becttife there exprelBons 
arc abfekie and miKtiited, (or ibore propet- 
hff general) iduc btve inferred, tbAt tbe fab- 
jefiioo required ki them, nmft be aMblute add 
QBlioiited altb s at leaft fo far fbf ch $$ co make 
paffive obedieaoe and n€!iii*r«fiilafice» a doty 
in all cak9 whatever^ S ix>c aAiire obedience 
Ukevife. Thoogh, by the way, there is here 
BO diftittAion »ade between aAi^ and paffi?e | 
obedience; and X eitber of then be required | 
la an nnfinitted khk^ the bther mnft be re* 
qoifed m the fatte fenfe aifo^ by tirtne of 
the prefant argoflieat i beeatfe the expreffion$ 
are ecpiaily abfolnte tirith refpeft fo both. 
But that unHmited obedience cf any forr^ can*- 
not be argned merely from ttar iflHfefiaite eilK 
preffioDs u& which obedience is enj^yinedy api<^ 
|iedrs from hedce> that eicpreffichs of the Ikim 
natun?^ fMqnently otc^r in fcrlpttire,. upon 
which it }s conr<^bd on all bahda, that no 
fttch abfolnte ^nd ofiltaiited fefifeonght lobe 
pot. For example. Love not the W9rl4\ net* 
ihit thi thing) thdt an in ihi world *\ L^ 
tto/t up for yetirfihis treafans upm oat tb\'^ 
TaJti ther/forg m thought for the morrow Xl 
aie precepts exprefled Id at leaft equally ab- 
* I jfohi^iL 15. I; Matt. vL 19- { Matt. vi. 34. 

(olutq^ 



felloe ..^d n/i^'t^ .tprw^: (lyi Jtjagwie-. 
rally aI.Wc(}, Oih ih(?y fir^ tp fee ^wderftocd 
with certain reftriaUw 9(;f}.%M»tipqij £mm 
degree of love to the world, and the things 
of it, beiB^ allpxablc. JJoir, M^^ 4o the 
^ght, Rtyermd Fathers in, G^, ^ ptfjcrirf/^^ 
nlfiedchrpmrnoftYit eftabliflied pji^rch, fccm 
to be altogether avcrfe to admitting of 7eftrip- 
tions in the latter cafe, how wvm foever any of 
them may beagainft rcftriaions, and Jiqiiiations, 
in cafe of fubmiffion to authority, whether civU 
orccdefiaftical. It Is worth remarking alfo, that 
patience aiid fubmiffion under private injuries, 
are enjoined in much Inore peremptpry and 
abfolute terms, than any that arc ufed with 
regard to fubmiffion to the inju/lice ^nd op- 
prcffion of civil rulers. Thus, I fay unto you^ 
that ye nfiji not evil; But vohofocvtr Jhall Jmite 
thee on tht right cheeky turn to him the other 
alfo. And if any manwfflfug thee at the lew^ 
and take away thy coat^ let him have thy chke. 
And whofcever fiall compel thee to go a mile 
with him^ go vdtb him tw^iu^. Any man 
may he de^ed to produce fuch ftrong expref- 
fiofis in favour of a paffive and tame fubpriA 
Aw 10 uoiuft, tyraptjM rulers, as ate faei^ 
ufed to .inforce ^bmtffioo to priva^ iojurks. 
Eut ho^ few are there that understand thofe 
espreffions literacy i And tl^e leafon why they 

.f.Al^t.v. 59,40, fi. . 

do 

4 
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do nor, ts1>e6ftttfe (with fubmiffion to the ^v^ 
iirs) commoa fenfe (hews that they were not 
ioteaded to be fo underftood* 

' But to inftance in fome fcripture*precepts, 
vhich are more dircAly to the point ia hand. 
* Children are commanded to obey their 

parents, and fervants their mailers, in as ab- 
folute and unlimited terms as fubjeSs are here 
commanded to obey their cWil rulers. Thus 
this fame apofile » ' Children obey your pa- 
rents in the Lord ; for this is right. Honour 
thy father and mother^ ■ which is the firjl 

commandment with promife. Servants^ be 

ohediefit to them that are your majiers. accord^ 
ing to the fiejhy with fear and trembling^ with ' 
fmglenefs of your heart as unto Chriji*. Thus 
alfo wives are commanded to be obedient to 
their hufbands > ■ 1 ■■ Wives^ fuhmit yourfelves 
unto your hujhands as unto the Lord* For the 
hujband is the head of the wife^ even as CHRIST 
IS THE HEAD OF THE CHURCH 
■■■ ■ ' ■ * Therefore as the church is fubje^ unto 
Chrift^Jo let the wives be to their own huf 
hands IN EVERY THINGf. Ia all 
tbefe cafes, fubmiffion k required in terms' 
(at leafi) as abfolute and uniiperfal, as are 
everufed with refpedto tulers and fubjefis* 

♦ Eph. vi. I, &r; f Efli. V, 22. 2Sf 24^ 

I But 
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But wha fuppofes that the apodle ever ia- . 
tended to teach, that children, fervants aQ<i 
wives, fhonld, in all cafes whatever, obey 
their parents, matters and hufbands refpedive- 
1;^ never making any oppoAtion to their will, 
even although they (hould require them to 
break the commandments of God, or (hould 
caofelefly make an attempt upon their lives \ 
No one puts fuch a fenfe upon theie ex*- 
preflions, however abfolute and unlimited. 
Why then (hould it be fuppofed, that the apo« 
(lie dedgned to teach un^verfal obedience^ 
whether aftive or paiHve, to the higher powtrs, 
^merely becaufe his precepts arc delivered in, 
abfolute and unlimited terms? And if this be - 
a good argument in one cafe, why is it not 
in others alfo ? If it be faid that refiftance 
and difobedience to the higher powers^ is here 
iatd pofitively to be a do, fo alfo is the dif* 
obedience of children to. parents; fervants to 
maAers; and ^ wives to hufbands, in other 
places of fcripture. But the quefiion ilill re- 
mains, whether in all thefe cafes there be not 
fome exceptions ? In the three latter, it is 
avowed thefe are. And from heo^e it foU 
lows, that barely the ufe of abfolute expref- 
fions, is no proof, that obedience to civil ru- 
lers, is, in all cafes, a duty ; or re(iftance, in 
all cafes a (in. I (hould not have thought ie 
worth while to take any notice at all of this 

argument 
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Argument, had it not beeii much indfted upon 
by (btM ef the advocates for paffive-bbedieoce 
d^d nen-reffftatice : for it \t^ ifi itfetf, per* 
feAly trtffiog ; dfld r ender ed coafideribfe only 
by the Arefs chat has beea laid upon k for vraoi 
of better. 

There is. Indeed, oae piJ&ge in the new 
teftament, where k may feem, at irft view, 
that aa nDllffiited fiibraiffioQ to dvil rulers, is 
enjoined. ■■ Suhmit purfeha to every «r- 

iinancefif man for the Lorfs fah*. 

To every {ordinance of men. » ■ ■> However, 
this exprel&on is oo ftrooger than that be- 
fore taken notice of, with relation to the duty 
of wives ■ ' So Iti the wives be fuhje^t to their 

wmhujbands -IN EVERY THING. 

But the true folution of this difficulty (if ic 
be one) is tbU : by every ordinana of man f , | 
is not meant every command of the civil ma- ^ 
giilrate wkhout exception ; but every ordet of 
magiftrates appointed by man ; " whether 
fuperior or inferior : for fo the apoftle explains | 

himfelf in the very next words -^fflfetber \ 

it be to the king as fupreme^ or to governors^ ' 

• I. Pet. ii. 13. 

f Literally evsty bumein infht^^tiem^ on e^fpoifft^ \ 
wrm. By which roaniier of ^xprefljpQ ^e ap^^ftje 
piaiply iofim^tes^ that rulers cjeirtve th^ir authprity 
I -nmediateijii nOt from Qod^ but ir6m men. - '^ " 



and Orthodoxv Jhaken^ 289 

0x tt»/d them that an fint^ &c. Bat although 
the apoftle had not fubjoined any fuch ex- 
planation, the reaibn of the thing itfelf would 
have obliged us to limit the expreffion ]eviry 
ordinance of man] to fuch human ordinances 
and Gommandsi as are not iticonfifient with 
the ordinances and commands of God^ the fu- 
preme lawgiver ; or with any other higher, and 
antecedent, obligations. 

It is to be obferved, in the next place, that 
as the duty of univerfat obedience and non- 
refifiance to the higher powers^ cannot be ar- 
gued from the abfolute unlimited expreflions 
which the apoftle here ufcs ; fo neither can 
it be argued from the fcope and drift of his 
reafoning, confidered with relation to the per- 
fons he was here oppofing. As was obferved 
above, there were fome profeffed cbrijiians in 
the apoftolic age, who difclaimed all magi* 
ftracy and civil authority in general, defpijing 
govtrnment^ zsiAfpeaking evil of dignities i fome 
under a notion that Jews ought .not to be 
under the jurifdiAion of GentiU rulers; and 
others, that they were- fet fra from the tem- 
poral powers, by Chrift. Now it is with 
perfons of this licentious opinion and charac- 
ter, that the apoftle is concerned. And all 
that was direAly to his point, was to ftiew, 
that they were baund to fubmit to magi- 

V O L, II. O ftrac 
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fincy ingimral, This is a circnmftaDce verf 
material to be taken notice of, ia order to 
afcertaia tlie fenfe of the apoftle. For ihi$ 
))eing coofidered, it is fufiicieat to account 
for all that he fays concerning the duty of 
fnbejAion, and the fin of r^fiftaoce to the 
higher p^wers^ vrtthotit having reconrfe to the 
^odrine of unlimited fabmilOon and paiE?e 
obedience, in all cafes vrhatever. Were it 
known that thofe in oppofition to whom, the 
apoftle wrote, allowed of /rivil authority in 
general, and only afferted that there wtvc feme 
cafes in which obedience, and nonrefiftance, 
were not a djutyj there would, then, indeed, 
te Feafon for interpreting this paflage as couir 
taining the dod^rine of unlimited obedience, 
and noQ^refiftance, as it muft, in this cafe, 
be fuppofed to have been levelled againft fuch 
pLS denied that doflrine. But fince It is cer« 
tain that there were perfons who vaiqly ima* 
gincd) that civil government in general, was 
pot to be regarded by them, it is moft rea* 
fonable to- fuppofe, that the apoftle defigned 
)iis difcourfe only againft them. And agree- 
ably to this fuppofition, we find that he ar- 
gues th<; ufefulnefs of civil magiflracy in ge- 
geral ; its agreeablenefs to the will and pur- 
pofe of God, who is aver all; and fo deduces 
from hence, the obligation of fubmi^on to 
jt. But it will not follow^ that becaufe civil 

govern- 
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govemment is in geoerai a good inftitutioQ, 
ajid neceflary to the peace and happinefs of 
hamaa fociety, therefore there are no fup- 
pofable cafes in which refidance to it can 
be inoocent. So that the duty of UDliinice^ 
obedience, whether active or paffive, can be 
argued, neither' from the manner of expref- 
lion here ufed, nor from the general fcope and 
defign of the pafTage. 

And if we attend to the nature of the ar- 
gument with which the apoftle here inforces 
the duty of fubmifTion to the higher powers^ 
Vic fhall find it to be fuch an one as con* 
jcludes not in favour of fubmi/fion to all who 
bear the title of rulers, in common ; but only, 
to thofe who aSiually pet form the duty of 
rulers, by exercifing a reafonable and juft au- 
thority, for the good of human fociety. This 
is a point which it will be proper to enlarge 
upon; becaufe the queAion before us turns 
much upon the truth or falftiood of this po- 
fition. It is obvious, then in general, that 
the civil rulers, whom the apoftle here fpeaks 
of, and obedience to whom he prefTes upon 
Chriflians as a duty, are good rulers *, fuch 

as 

♦ By geod rulerst are not intended fuch as arc 

£00d in a m^ral or religious, bat only a political 

O z fenfc; 
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as are in the exercife of their office aad 
power benefaAors to fociety. Such they are 
deTcribed to be^ throughout this pallage. Thus 
it is faid, that they are not a Hrror to go$d 
works but to thi evil; that they are Ga/fi 
mimjlers fw good; avengers to exicttte wrath 
upon him that doth ivili and that tboy attend 
continually upon ibis very thing. St. Peter gives 
the fame account of rulers : they are /or a 
praife to them that do wellj and the punijh^ 
ment of evil doers. It is manifeft that this 
charaAer and defer! ptioh of rulers, agrees only 
to fuch as are rulers in faA, as well as in 
came : to fuch as govern well, and aft agree- 
ably to their office. And the apoftle's argu- 
ment for fubmiflion to rulers, is wholly built 
and grounded upon a prerumption that they 
do in faft anfwer this chara£)er; and is of 
no force at all upon fuppofition of the con- 
trary. If rulers are a terror to good worksy 
and not to the evil-, if they are not mlntflers 
for good tfi fociety^ but for evil, and diftrefs 
by violence and opprcffion ; if they execute 
turatb upon fober, peaceable perfons, who fo 
their duty as members of fociety ; and ia^er 
rich and honourable knaves to efcape with 



fen^c ; thbfc who perform their duty fo far as their 
(ffi:e extends ; and fo far as civil fociety^ as fucb^ 
is cuDcerned in their adtions* 

iffi. 
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impunity; if, inftead of attending continually 
upon the good work of advancing the pub- 
lic welfiire, they attend only upon the gra- 
tification of their own luft and pride and am* 
bitton, to the deftruftion of the public wel- 
fare; if this be the cafe, it is plain that 
the apoftle's argument for fubmillion does not 
reach them ; they are not the fame, but dif- 
ferent pcrfons from thofe whom he charac- 
terizes; and who mufl be obeyed according 
to his reafoning. ■ Let me illuftrate the 

apo{Ue*s argument, by the following Jimili' 
tveU : (it is no matter hdw far it is from any 
thing which has, in fa6l, happened in the 
world.) Suppofe, then, it was allowed, in ge- 
neral, that the ckr^y were an ufeful order of 
sen; that they ought to be ejleemed v.ry 
highly in love for' thir Works fake'* '^ and to 
be decently fupported by thofe whom they 
fervc, the labourer being worthy of his reward -^^ 
Suppofe farther, that a number of Revennd 
and Right Reverend Drone Sy who worked not ; 
who preached, perhaps, but once a year^ and 
t'en^ not the go/pel of Jcfus Chrift, but the 
divine right of tythes ; the dignity of their 

office as anihajjadors of Chrtfiy the equity of 
fine' cures ^ and a plurality of benefices ; ' ■ 

* I Thef V. 13. t « Tina. v. 18. 
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the excellency of the devotions in that praytr^ 
ho.k^ which fonre of ihem hired chaplains t9 

ufe ft,r them\ or fome favourite poiQt 

oi church'tyranny^ and aritl(hrijiian ufurpation ; 
fnppofe fuch men as thefe, fpending their lires 
iu efftminncy, luxury and idlenefs ; (or when 
ihcy were not idle, doing that which is worfe 
than idlenefs j fuppofe fuch men) (hoiiid, 
maely by the merit of ordination and cnfr^ 
cr^t.ftjy and a peculiar^ odd habit ^ claim great 
refpcci and reverence from thofe whom they 
civilly called the\heajls tf the laity ^\ and 
demand thoufands per annum^ for that good 

ft r vice which they never performed \ and 

for which, if they had performed ft, this would 
be much more than a quantum meruit: ftkp« 
pofc this (hould be the cafe, (it is only by 
M ay of fiftile^ and furely it will give no of- 
fence) would not every body bq aftoniflied al 
fuch infolence, inju(lice and impiety? And 
ooght not fuch mea to be told plainly, that 
they could not teafonably >expeft the cfteem 
and reward due to the miniflcrs of the gof- 
pc), unlcfs they did the duties of their office? 
Shpuld they- not be told, that their ///> and 
halit claimed no regard, reverence or pay, 
feparace from the care and vuo'k^ and various 
4uti£sxiix\i€vc fun£lion? And that while they 

tiegleited the lat:er^ the former fcrved only 
» 

* Mr. IfJIie^ -• 

to 
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to ttnict them the more ridiculous and coQ-^ 

fciDplible ? The application of this ftmill^ 

iude to the cafe in hand, is very eafy.— — — 
If thofe who bear the title of civil rulersj 
do not perform the duty of civil rulers, but 
aft directly counter to, the fole end and de-- 
fign of their office; if they Injure and op- 
prefs their fubjeifls, inflead of defending their 
rights and doing them good ; they have not 
the leaft pretence to be honoured, obeyed and 
rewarded, according to the apoftle's argument. 
For his reafoning, in order to (hew the duty 
of fubjeflion to the h'lgher powers^ is, as wai 
before obfcrvcd, built wholly upon the fup- 
pofition, that they do, in/aJIf perform the duty 
of rulers. 

If it be faid, that the apoflle here ufes 
unother argument for fubmiflTioa to the higher 
powiTSi bcfides that which is taken from the 
wfefulnefs of their office to civil fociety, whea 
properly difcharged and executed ; namely, 
that their power is from God; that they are 
Budained of God ; and t.hat they (ire God's mi- 
nijiers : and if it be faid, that this argument 
for fubmiffion to them will hold good, al- 
though they do not exercife their power for 
the benefit, but for the ruin, and dcftruftion of 
human fociety > this objedion was obviated, in 
O 4 part 
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part before. Raters have no authority from 
God to do mifchief. They are not Cod^s ar^ 
dinoncij or God's minijiirs^ in any other fenfe 
than as it is by his permiffion and providence, 
that they are exahed to bear role ; and as ma« 
giflracy duly exercifed, and authority rightly 
applied/ in the enabling and executing good 
]awsy— laws attempered and accommodated to 
the common welfare of the fubjefls, muft be 
fuppofed to be agreeable to the will of the be- 
neficent author and fupreme Lord of the nni- 
verfe; wbofe kingdom ruhtb over aU\\ and 
whofe tender mercies are ever all his works ^^ 
It is blafphemy to call tyrants and oppreflbrs, 
Cetts minifters. They are more properly the 
mejfmgers of fatanio buffet us \. ' No rulers 
are properly God's miniflers^ but fuch as are 
juji, ruling in the fear of God '^. When once 
magiflrates a<5l contrary to their office, and 
the end of their inftitution ; when they rob 
and ruin the public, inflead of beiug guar- 
dians of its peace and welfare; they imme- 
diately ceafe to be the ordinance and mini/lers 
of God ; and. no more deferve that glorious 
character than common pirates and highway^ 
men. So that whenever that argument for 



f Pfal. ciii, 19. 

§ P&l. cxlv. 19. II 2 Cor. xii. 7. 

* a Sam. xxiii. 3. 
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fiibmiffion fails, which is gronnded apon the 
nfefulnefs of magiftracy to civil foclety, (as 
it always does when magiftrates do hurt to 
ibciety inftead of good) the other argameot, 
which is taken from their being the ordi- 
nance of God, mnft neceflarily fail alfo ; no 
perfon of a civil charaAe^ being GtJ's mi"^ 
ntfiei:^ in the fenfe of the apofile, any farther 
than he performs God's will, by exercifing % 
jttft and reafonable authority ; and ruling for the 
good of the fubjeft. 

This in general. Let us now trace the 
apoftle's reafoning in favour of fubmii&on to 
the higher ptwirs^ a little more particular); 
and exa£lly. For by this it will appear^ on 
one hand, bow good and conclufive it is, 
for fubmiffion to thofe rulers who exercife 
their power in a proper manner : and, on the 
other, how weak and trifling, and inconneft* 
ed it is, if it be fuppofed to be meant by 
the apoAle to (how the obligation and duty 
of obedience to tyrannical, opprcffive rulers in 
common with others of a different chara^er. 

The apofile enters upon this fubjeA thus 

Lit ivery fuul he fubjeSf unto the high(r 

pgwersi for thure is no power but of God: 

she powers that htj are ordained of God*» 

♦ Ver. I. 
:. O S Here 
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Here be urges the duty of obedience from this 
topic of argumentt that civil rulers, as they 
are foppoTed to fulfil the pleafure of Cod« 
are the ordinance, of God* But how is thia 
an argttinent for obedience to fuch ralers aa 
do not perform the pleafure of God, by dO'r 
log good ; but the pleafure of the devil, by 
doing evil ; and fuch as are not, therefore, 
God's minijers, but the devirs ! Whsfimier^ 
$b0rrf$re^ rtfi/lttb ihi pcwer, refiftith th ordi* 
nance of God : and they that rtfiji^ JbM r/* 
cilvt to tbimfelvet damnation *. Here the apo- 
ftle argues, that thofe who refift a reafonable 
and jaft authority, which is agreeable to the 
will of God, do really rcfift the will of God 
himfelf ; and will, therefore, be punifhed by 
him. But how does thi;s prove, that thofe 
who refift a lawlcfs, nnreafonable power, 
which is contrary to the will of God, do there- 
in refift the will and ordinance of God ? Is re- 
lifting thofe who refift God's will, the fame 
thing wiih refifting Gcd ? Or (hall thofe 
who do fo, recfive to thcmftlves damnation! 
For rulers are not a terror to good worksy hut 
to the tviL IVilt thou then not he of i aid of 
thtfowr? Do that 'uuhiih is good; and ihoti 
Jhalt hove p^afe of the fame. For he is th§ 
m'lrtijir of God to thee fr gocd -f. Here the 
apoille argues more explicitly than he had 

• Vcr. a. f Vcr. ^d, and part of the 4th. 

before 
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before done, for revcriogv and fBhrniUiDg to 
HMgjftracy, from this coafid^ratioQ, that fuch as 
really performed the duty of magiftrates, would 
be enemies only to the evil a£liofis of meo* 
tod would befriend and encoorage the good f 
md fo be a conunoo bleffing to fociety. Bot 
how is this an argument, that we muft ho<- 
cour, and fubmit to fuch magtflrates as are 
not enemies to the evil aftions of men ; but 
to the good ; and fuch as are not a common 
bIe(IiQg> bat a common curfe, to fociety 1 But 
if thou do tbot which is ivil^ be afraid: for 
hi is ihi tninijier cf God^ a nvenger^ to exi* 
tuts wrath upon him that doth evil *• Here 
. the apoHie argues from the nature and end 
of magiftracy, that fuch as did evil, (and 
fuch OQly ; had reafoo to be afraid of the hightr 
fw}irs \ it being part of tlieir office to punilh 
evil doers, no lefs than to defend and en- 
courage fuch as do welU But if magiftratcft 
are unrighteous ; if they are rejpceters ofpit^ 
fans \ if they are partial in their adminiftra- 
tioQ of juftice ; theft tbofe who do well have 
as much reafon to bt afraid^ as thofc that 
da evil: there can be no fafety for the good, 
nor any peculiar ground of terror to the un- 
ruly a&d injurious. So that, in this cafe, the 
main end of civil government will1)eYruftrat- 
cd. And what reafon is there for fubmii- 
• Ver. 4lh, latter part. 

O 6 ting 
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ting to that goTernmeot, which does by 

means anfwer the defign of goTernme 

Wherrfwi yt muft needs be fubje£l not eni^j 

wratb^ but alfi for emfcience fah ♦• Here 

apoftle argues the doty of a chearfol and \ 

fcUotioos fubouflion to ciyil govermnent^ 

the nature and end of magifiracy as he 

before laid it down^ /. /. as the defign of] 

was to ponifli evil doers, and to fupport 

encourage fach as do well ; and as it 

if fo exercifed, be agreeable to the will 

God. Bot how does what he here fay% 

prove the doty of a chearfol and confcieod* 

cos fubje^tion to thofe who forfeit the 

rader of rnlers I To thofe who encourage 

bad, and difcourage the good? The arg 

sient here ofed no more proves it to be 

fm to refift foch rulers, than ft does, to f#>'' 

ftft tbe deviU that he may flee from tts f* For 

one is as truly the minj/ler xf God as the 

other. For i for this caufe pay you tribute alfif\ 

for they are God's miniffersj attending cond* 

nuaVy upon this very thing §. Here the apoftle 

argues the duty of paying taxes, from this 

confideration, that thofe who perform the duty 

of rulers, are continually attending upon the 

public welfare. But how does this argument 

conclude for paying taxes to fuch princes, as 

are continually endeavouring to ruin the pub- 
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gard to the apoftle's charaAer as aa iofpirei 
writer, or even as a maa of common uoder-- 
flandiDg, will doc reprefeot him as reafoniog 
in fach a loofe iiicohereDt manner ; and draw- 
ing coQclufions, which have not the lead re« 
Utiqn to his premifes* For what can be morq^ 
abfurd than an argument thus framed ? V Ru* 
^* lers are, by their office, bound to confuk 
*^ the public welfare and the good of fociety ; 
«* therefore you arc bound to pay them trU 
*< bute, to honour and to fubmit to them, 
*• even when they deftroy the public wel- 
** fare, and are a common peft to fociety, by 
*< aftiog in dired contradiilion to the nature 
•« and end of their office." 

Thus, upon a careful review of the apo- 
Ale's reafoning in this pafTage, it appears that 
his arguments to enforce fubmiffion, are of 
fuch a nature, as to conclude only in favour 
of fubmiflion fo fuch ruUrs us he htmfelf de^ 
fcribes ; /. e. fuch as rule for the good of 
fociety, which is the only end of their in- 
ftitution. Common tyrants, and public op- 
, preiTors, are not intitled to obedience from their 
fubjttfls, by virtue of any thing here laid dowa 
by the infpired apodle. 

I now add, farther, that the apoAIe's ar*- 
gumenlis fo far ftow proyiog it to be th^ 

duty 
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dotyof the people to obey, and fobmit to, facb 
rulers as aA ia coatradi£tioQ to the public 
good *, and fo to the deilgn of their ofBce* 
that it proves the direS ctntrary. For, plea& 
CO obferve, that if the end of all ciVil go- 
▼ernment, be the good of focietyj if this 
be the thing that is aimed at in conftitot* 
log civil rulers ; and if the motive and ar« 
gament for fubmiffion fo'government, be ta« 
ken from the apparent ufefulnefs of civil aa- 
thority ; it follows, that when no fuch good 
end can be anfwered by fubmiffion, there 
remains no argument or motive to enforce it ; 
mod if inflead of this good end's being brought 
about by fubmiilion, a contrary end is brought 
about, and the ruin and mifcry of fociery cf* 
feded by it ; here is a plain and pofitive rea- 
fon againft fubmiffion in all fuch cafes, ihould 
they ever happen. And therefore, in fuch 
cafes, a regard to the public welfare ought to 
make us witb-hold from our rulers, that obe- 
dience and fubjedion which it would oiber- 
wife be our duty to render to them. If 
it be our duty, for example, to obey our king, 

** This does not intend, their acting (o in a 
finv particular inftance^^ which the b: ft of rulers 
may do through miftakc, ^r. but their adling fo 
hahitvttlly ; and in a manner which plainly (hows, 
that they aim at making themfclvcs great by the 
xuia of (heir ^bjedti. 

merely 
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merely for this reafon, that he rales for the 
public welfare, (which is the only argument 
the apoftle makes nfe of) it follows, by a 
parity of reaiba, that when he turns tyrant, 
and makes his fubjeAs his prey to devour and 
to deftroy, inftead of his charge to defend and 
cherilh, we are boond to throw off our al« 
legiance to him, and to refift ; and that ae« 
cording to the tenor of the apoftle's argu* 
ment in this pafTage. Not to difcontinue our 
allegiance, in this cafe, would be to join with 
the fovereign in promoting the flavery and 
mifcry of that fociety, the welfare of which, 
we ourfelves, as well as our fovereign, are 
indifpenfibly obliged to fecure and promote, 
as far as in us lies. It is true, the apoAle 
puts no cafe of fuch a tyrannical prince ; but 
by his grounding his argument for fubmif- 
fion wholly upon the good of civil fociety ; 
it is plain he implicitly authorifes, and even 
requires us to make refiflance, whenever this 
(hall be neceflkry to the public fafety and 
faappinefs. Let me make ufe of this eafy 
and familiar Jimilitude to illuftrate the point 
in band— Suppofe God requires a family of 
children to obey their father and not to refift 
him; and inforces his command with this 
argument; that the fuperintendence and care 
and authority of a juA and khid parent, will 
contribute to the happinefs of the whole fa- 
mily; 
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mily ; fo that they ought to obey him for their 
own fakes more than for his : fuppofe this pa- 
rent at length runs diflra£tecl, and attempts in 
his mad fit, to cut all his children's throats : 
now, in this cafe, is not the reafcn before af- 
figned, why thefc children fhould obey their 
parent while he continued of a found mind^ 
namely, their common gooJ^ a reafon equally 
conekfive for difobeying and reiifting him, 
iince he is become delirious, and attempts their 
ruin i It makes no alteration in the argument, 
whether this parent, properly fpeaking, lofes 
his reafon ; or does while he retains his under- 
Handing, that which is as fatal in its confe* 
quences, as any thing he could do, were he 
really deprived of it. This fimilitude needs no 
formal application. 

But it ought to be remembered, that if the 
dnty of univerfal obedience and non-refiftance 
to our king or prince, can be argued from this 
paflage, the fame fnbmifBon under a republicaiif^ 
or any other form of government ; and even 
to all the fubordinate powers in any particular 
ftate, can be proved by it as well : which i» 
more than thofe who alledge it for the men- 
tioned purpofe, would be willing fhould be in- 
ferred from it. So that this paffage does not 
anfwer their purpofe; but really overthrows 
and confutes it. This matter deferves to be 
more particularly conCdered, — The advocates 

for 
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for unlimited fubmiilioa and padive obedieucef# 
do, if I miftakc not, always fpeak with rcfc-f 
fence to kingly or monarchical governnaent, 
as diftingnitbed from all other forms ; and*, 
5vhh reference to fubmittiog to the will of the 
king, in didiafiion from all fubordinate officers,^ 
afting beyond their commif&oD, and the au* 
thority which they have received from the 
crown* It i? not pretended thaif any perfonr 
befides kings, have a divine right to do what 
they pleafc, fo that no one may rcfift theoo, 
without incurring the guilt of fadlioufnefs and 
rebellioa. If any other fupreme powers opf^ 
prefs the people, it is general^ allowed, that 
(he people may get redrefs, by refrftance, if 
other methods prove ineffedual. And if any 
officers in a kingly government, go beyond the 
timits of that power which they have derived 
from the crown, (the fuppofed original fonrce 
of all power and authority in the ftate) and at-» 
tempt illegally, to take away the properties and 
Kves of their fellow- fubjefls, they may be for- 
cibly refifled, at leaft till appliefftion can be 
made to the crown. But as to the fove- 
reign himfelf, he may not be refilled in any 
cafe; nor -any of his ofHcer^, while they coq« 
fine themfelv^s within the bounds which he has 
prefcribed to them. This is, I think, a true 
fketch of the principles of thofe who defend the 
dodlrinc ofpaffive obedience and non refiftance. 

NOMT 
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Now there is nothing in fcriptare which fup- 
ports this fcheme of political principles. Ai 
to the paflage uiider coniideration, the apoftle 
here fpeaks of civil- rulers in general; of all 
perfons in csmmony vetted with authority for 
the good of focicty, without any particular re- 
ference to one form of government, more than 
to another ; or to the fupreme power in any 
particular ftate, more than to fubordtnatc pow- 
ers. The apoftle docs not concern himfctf 
with the different forms of governraent*. This 



♦ The cflen^ of govtrnment (I mean /#*/ ^ 
vernment ; and this is the only governnent which 
the apoftle treats of in this paflage) confifts in the 
making and fxetHtin^ rf f^i Atfcf/—- laws attempered 
to the ooflnmon felicity, of the g^veritedm And if tbif 
be, infaSy dose, it is evidently, in itfelf» a thiag of 
no confequence at all, what the particular form of 
government is ;— -whether the legiflative and exe- 
cutive power be lodged in 9ne and the fame perfon*. 
or in difftrtnt perfoss; — whether in one pcribn* 
whom we call an ahfolute monarch ; whether in a 
fenu^ fo as to conftitate an ariftocracy ; — whether in 
many^ (o as to conftitute a republic ; or whether in 
tbret cc-^orJinate branches^ in fuch manner as to make 
the government partah ibmething of each of thefe 
forms; and to be, at the fame time, ejlntially differ 
rent from them all. If the end be attained, it is 
enough. But no form of government feems to be (6 
unlikely to accomplilh this end as ahfAutt monarchy 
—Nor is there any one that has fo little pretence to 
a divine origiheA^ uniefs it be in thjis fenfe, that God 

Jirjt 
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he fappofes left entirely to human prudence and 
difcretion. Now the confequeoce of this is, 
that uolimited and pailive obedieqce, is no 
more enjoined in this paflage, under monar* 
chical government ; or to the fupreme power in 
any ftate, than under all other fpedes of go* 
vernment, which anTwer the end of govern- 
ment; or, to all the fubordinate degrees ot 
civil au*faority, from the higheft to the loweft.- 
'I'hofc, therefore, who would from this paf- 
fage infer the guilt of refifting kings, in all 
cafes whatever, though acting ever fo contrary 
to the de/ign of their office, rouft, if they will 
be confident, go much farther, and infer from 
it tiie guik of refiftance under all other forms 
(^government -, and of refilling any petty officer 
in the ftate, though a£liog beyond bis com-* 
million, in the moft arbitfary, illegal manner 
poflible. The argument holds equally ftroag 
in both cafes. All civil rulers, as fuch, are the 
ordinance and minijiirs 9fG^d\ and they are all, 
by the nature of their office, and in their re- 
fpedive fpheres and ftations, bound to confute 

firfi introdqced it into, and thereby overtarned, the 
commonwealth of I/rttel^ as a curfe upon that peo- 
ple 6>r ^t\x folly and nvickedmfif particularly in ife-- 
firing Aich a government. (Sec i Sam, viii chap.) 
/uft foGod, before, (ent qt^ailt amongft them, as a 
fia^ui^ and a curfe, and not as a bUffin^.. Numb. 
chap. xi. 

the 
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the public welfare. With the fame reafoa 
therefore, that any deny unlimited and paHtve 
obedience to be here ipjoined under a republic 
or ariftocracy, or any other eftablithed form of 
civil government; or to fubordinate power^, 
aAing in an illegal and oppreflive manner; 
(with the fame reafon) others may deny, that 
fuch obedience is enjoined to a king or mo- 
narch, or any civil power whatever. For the 
apoftle fays nothing that is peculiar to kings ; 
what he fays, extends equally to all other per- 
fons whatever, vefted with any civil office. 
They are all, in exa£Hy the fame fenfe, the 
ordinance of God\ and the m'nijlers of Godi 
and obedience is equally enjoined to be paid to 
them all. For, as the apoftle expreffcs it, then 
is NO POWER /«/ of God: and we are re- 
quired to raidir to ALL their DUES ; and not 
MORE than their DUES. And what thefe 
dues arc, and to whom they are to be renderedy 
the z^o^Xtfayeth not ; but leaves to the reafoti 
and confciences of men to determine. 

Thus it appears, that the common argu- 
ment, grounded upon this paflage, in favour of 
univerfal and paffive obedience, really over- 
throws itfelf, by proving too much, if it proves 
any thing at all ; namely, that no civil officer is, 
in any cafe whatever, to be refifted, though 
a£ling in exprefs contradi^lioo to the defign of 

his 
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Us office I which no aiao ia his (enfesj ever did 
orcanaflert. 

If we - cakri7 coafider the nature of the 
thing itfeify nothiogcan well be imagined more 
direAly contrary to common fenfe^ than to 
fappofe that millions of people ihould bt fub^ 
jeded to the arbitrary, precarious pleafure of 
§ne Jingle man ; (who has naturally no fuperiori- 
ty over them in point of authority) fo that their 
eftates, and every thing that is valuable in life, 
and even their lives alfo, ihould be abfolutely at 
his difpofal, if he happens to be wanton and 
capricious enough to demand tbem. What 
unprejudiced man can think, that God made 
ALL to be thus fubfervient to the lawlefs plea* 
fure and phrenzy of ONE, fo that it (hall al- 
ways be a fin to refift him ! Nothing but the 
moft plain and exprefs revelation from heaven 
could make a fober impartial man believe fuch 
a monftrouf, unaccountable doArioe, and in- 
deed, the thing iifelf, appears fo (hocking— t 
fo out of all prepcrtionj that it may be qucf- 
tioned, whether all the miracles that ever were 
wrought, could make it credible, that this doc- 
trine really came from God. At prefcnt, there 
is not the leaft fyllable in fcripture which 
gives any countenance to it. The hereditary, 
indefeafible, divine right of kings, and the 
doArine of noQ-refifiasce) which is built upon 

2 
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'tfiefoppofitson 4»f fuch arighti are altogether as 
fabulous and chimerical as traufubAantiation { 
loraoy of the moftabfurd reveries of ancient 
or modera vifionaries. Thele notions are 
fetched neither from divine revelation^ nor hu- 
man reafon ; and if they are derived from nei* 
ther of thoie fources, it is not much miatter 
from tvhitici ihgy ccntit $r whithir they go. Only 
it is a pity that fuch do£lrines (hould be pro* 
pagated in fociety to raife faAions and rebel- 
lions, as M^e fee they have, in fad, been both 
in the lofty and in the ^r^^/f/, REIGN. 

But then, if unlimited fubmiffion and paf- 
Jive obedience to the higher powers^ in all pof- , 
iible cafes, be not a duty, it will be aiked, 
** How far are we obliged to fubmit ? If we 
** may innocently difobey and refift in fome 
** cafes, why not in all? Where (halt we 
•« flop ? What is the meafnre of our duty ? 
«« This doftrine tends to the total diflblution 
«< of civil government ; and to introduce fuch 
** (icenesof wild anarchy and confufion, as are 
«* more fatal to fociety than the worfl of 
«* tyranny." 

After this manner, fome men objeA ; and 
indeed this is the moft plaufible thing that can 
be faid in favour of fuch an abfolute fubmi/noa 
as they plead for But the word (or rather the 

bell 
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beft) of it, is, that there is very little ftrength 
or foltdity iD it. For fimilar difficulties may be 
raifed with rerpefi to almoft every duty of nar 
taral and revealed religion. — To iaftauce only 
in two, both of which are near akin, and in- 
deed exactly parallel, to the cafe before us. 
It is onqneftionably the duty ot children to 
fubmit to their parents; and of fervants, to 
their mafters. But no one aflferts, that it is 
their duty to obey, and fubmit to them, in all 
fuppofable cafes ; or univerially a fin to re- 
fill them. Now does this tend to fubvert the 
juft authority of prents and matters? Or to 
introduce confufion and anarchy into private 
families ? No. How then does the fame prin- 
ciple tend to unhinge the government of that 
larger family, the body politic i We know, in 
general, that children and fervants are obliged 
to obey their parents, aod mailers refpe^vely* 
We know alfo, with equal certainty, that they 
are not obliged to fubmit to them in all things, 
without exception ; but may, in fome cafes, 
reafonably, and therefore innocently, refift 
them. Thefe principles are acknowledged upon 
all hands, whatever difficulty there may be in 
fixing the exa£l limits of fubmiffion. Now 
there is at leafl as much difficulty in ilating the 
meafure of duty in thofe two cafes, as in the 
cafe of rulers and fubje£ls. So that this is 
really no objeAion, at leaft no reafonltble one^ 
8 againft 
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againft rcfiftance to the higher powers: Ort 
if it is one, it will bold equally agaiDft ^e- 
fiffance in the other cafes fflentioned. * 

It is indeed true, that turbulent, vidous- 
minded men, may take occafion from':tfah 
principle, that their rulers may, in fome cafet, 
be lawfully refifted^ to raife faAions and dif- 
turbances in the ftate ; and to make re(if- 
tance where refitliance is needtefs, and there^ 
fore, finful. But is it not equally true, that 
cJiildren and " fenrants of turbulent, vicious 
minds, may take occkfibn'from this principle^ 
that parents and mailers may, in fome cafes be 
lawfully refilled, to refifl when refiflance is un- 
neccflary, and therefore, criminal ? Is the prin- 
ciple in either cafe falfe in itfelf, merely be* 
C4iufe it way be abufcd ; and applied to le- 
gitimate difobedience and refiflance in tbbfd 
inftances, to which it ought not to be ap- 
plied ? Accordihg to this way of arguing, 
there will be no true principles in the 'world ; 
for there are none but what may be wreft- 
ed and perverted to ferve bad purpofes, either 
•through the weafcnefs or wickednefs of men*. 

A 

*'* We may very fafely iifrert thcTe two things in 
general, without undermining government : One is, 
That no civil rulers are to be obeyed when they en- 
join things that are inconfiftcnt with the commands 
oT God : All fuch difobedience is lawful and glo- 
VOL. ir. P "»«si 
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. A PEOPLE reaUy oppreOed to a great 
ilegr^e by their fovereigOf jCdOAOt well be in<» 

Cenflble 



tlotis ; particularly ffpcrfonsrefufc to comply with 
any If go/ efid^fimunt ofretigiimt bccade it is a gro(s 
pervfffion aad corruf tion (as to do^irine, worAiip 
ai\d difcipline) of a pure and divine religion, brought 
from heaven to earth by the /on of Gody (the only 
king aid -head of the cbriftinn church) and propaga- 
t^d through the wot Id by his ia^picfd apoftlos. AH 
commands r»nnii\g counter to the declared will of 
the fupremc legiflator of heaven nnd earth, are noil 
and void : and therefor-e dKbbodience (o them is a 
dutyt not a crime» Another thing that may be afierted 
with equal truth andfafety, is, 1 hat no government is 
to be fubmiticd to^ at the expetice of that which is the 
/ili end'of all government, — the common good and 
fafety of fociety. Becaufe, to fubmit in this cafe, if it 
ijjould ever happen, would evidently he to fet up 
the means as moic valuable, and above, the end; 
than which there cannot be a greater folecifm and 
con tradition. The only reafon of the inAitut^on of 
civil government ; and the only rational ground of 
fubmiffion to it, is the common fafety and utility. 
If therefore, in any cafe, the common fafety and 
utility would not be pioroot^d by fubmiiSon to go- 
veinmcnt, but the coitrary, there is no ground or 
motive for obedience and fubmilBon, but for the 
contrary* 

Whoever confide rs the nature of civil govern* 
roent muft, indeed, be fef^Hble that a great degree of 
implicit confidence, jnull unavoidably be placed in thofe 
that bear rule : this is implied in the very no- 
tiaa of authority's being originally a trufl^ com- 

' mitted 
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^ofii^le whca tbey are fa opj^refied. And fuch 
% pooplc (if I may aUude to aa aacieot fabU) 



have 



mkied by the people, to thofe who are vefted w^th it, 
9s ali juft and righteous aathoiity is; all befides is 
9iere lawlefs force and ufurparion ; neither God nor 
siature having given any man a right of dominion 
over any fcciety, independently of that fociety's ap- 
probation, and confenx to be governed by him— <iow 
as all men are fallible, it cannot befappofed that the 
public a€airs of any flate, fhould be always admi- 
niilered in the beil manner pofiible, even by perfons 
of the greateft wifdom and integrity. Nor is it fuf- 
ficient to legitimate difobt^dience lo xht higher powers 
chat they are not fo adminiflered; or thnt they are, 
in fo me in fiance s« very ill managed; for upon this 
principle, it is fcarcely fuppofable that any govern- 
ment at all could be fupported, or fubTail. Such' 
a principle manifedly tends to the difiblution of 
government; and to throw all things into confuiion 
and anarchy. — But it is equaJly evident, upon the 
other hand, that thofe in auihority may abufe their 
tfuji and power to fuch a degree, that neither the law 
pi reafon, nor of religion, requires, that any obc- 
dience or fubmifiioD ihould be paid to them ; but 
oji the contrary, that they fhould be totally {iiji 
carded'^ and the authority which they were before 
veiled with, transferred to others, who -may exer- 
cife it more to thofe good purpofes for which it is 
£iven. — Nor is this. principle, that refiflance to the 
hightr powers y is in fohie extraordinary cafes, jufti- 
fiable, fo liable to abufe, as many peribns feem 
apprehend it. For although there will be always 
fome petulant, querulous men, in every flate— -men 
of fadUous, turbulent and carping difpoiitions^ — 
Pa glad 
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have, like the Hefperian fruit, a DRAGON fdt 
their proie£for and guardian : nor would they 

have 



glad to [ay'hold of afty trifle to jullifyand legitimate 
their caballing again^ their rulers, and other iedi* 
'tious practices; yet there are, comparatively fpeak^ 
ing, but few men of this contemptible cbaraSer, ft 
does not appear but that mankind^ in general, have 
a difpofition to be as fubmiilive and paiCve and tame 
under government as they ought to be. -i— Witnefs a 
great, if not the greatcft, part of the known worlds 
who are now groaning, bat not murmuring, under 
the heavy yoke of tyranny! While thofe who go- 
vern, do it .with any tolerable degree of moderation 
and juftice, and in any good meafure a£l up to their 
oHke and cha^a^ter, by being public benefa£lors» 
the people will generally be cafy and peaceab^e> 
and %e rather inclined to flatter and adore, than to 
tttfult and refill them. Nor was there ever any 
general complaint againft any adminiftration, ivbkb 
iafled long, but what there was good reafbn for. Till 
eople find themfclves greatly abofed and oppreiled 
ly their governors, they are not apt to complain; and 
whenever they do, in fa^ find themfelves thus abu-^ 
fed and opprefled, they muft be flupid not to com- 
plain. To fay that fubjefts in genera] are not pro- 
per judges when their governors opprefs them, and 
play the tyrant; and when they defend their rights, 
adminifter juftice impartially, and promote the pub* 
lie welfare, is as great treajon as ever man uttered f 
•—it is treafon, — not againft one ^wg-Zf man, but 
the ftate — againft the >%hoIe body politic; — it b 
treafon againft mankind;— it is tieafon againfl 
common fen fe ;•— it is treafon againft God. And 
this impious principle lays the foundation for jufti* 

fying 
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have any reafon to mouro, if fome HER- 
C U L E Sfhould appear to difpatcb him-^For a^ 
nation thus abufed to rife unanimouny, and to 
reflft their prince, even to the dethroning him^ 
is not criminal ; but a reafonable way of vinr 
dicatlng. their liberties and juft rights; it is 
making ufe of the means, and the only mean$» 
which God has put into their power, for mu-r 
tual andfelf-defcnce. And it wonld be highly, 
criminal in them, not to make ufe of this* 
means. It would be ftupid tamenefs, and un* 
accountable folly, for whole nations to fuller 
9ni unreafonable, ambitious and cruel man, to 
wanton and riot in their mlfery. And in fuch 
a cafe it would, of the two, be more rational to 
foppofc, that they that did NOT rejijiy than 
that they who did,, would reaive to ihemftluxi. 
damnation. And . 



fying air the tyranny and opprcflion that ever any 
prince was guilty of. The people know for what 
end they fct up, and maintain, their governors ; and 
they arc the proper judges when they execute their 
trmft as they ought to do it; — when their prince ex- 
ercifes an equitable and paternal authority over 
them ; — when from a prince and common father, li* 
exalts himfelf into a tyrant — when from fubjefts and 
children, he degrades them into the clafs of flaves^ — 
plunders them, makes them his prey, and unnaturally^ 
^its himfelf with their lives and fortunes.— 
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'T^ HIS naturally brings us to make feme re- 
flexions upon the rcfiftancc which was 
made about a century fince, to that unhappy 
prince, KING CHARLES I; and upon the 
ANNIVERSARY of his death. This is i 
point which I ftiould not have concerned my- 
fe!f about, were it not that feme men continue 
to fpeak of it, even to this day, with a great 
deal of warmth and zeal ; and in fuch a man- 
ner as to undermine all the principles of L !• 
BERT y, whether civil or religious, and to in- 
troduce the moft abjeft flavery both in church 
imd Hate : fo that it is become a matter of uni- 
verfal concern. — What I have to offer upon 
this fubje^t, Will be comprized in a flxort an- 
fvf er to the following queries^ viz. 

For what reafon the refiftance to king 
Charhs L was made I . 

By whom it was made ? 

' "Whether this refiftance was REBEL* 
LION*, or not? 

♦ N, B. r fpeak of rebellion, tretfon, fefntfhip, 
martyrdom, &c. throughout this difcoiM-re only ia 
the ftriptural and thtohiital fenfe, 1 kiiow not 
how the Iww defines them ; the Hudy of that not 
bcifig- my ci»ploymcnt— — 

How 
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How the annivirfary of king Cbarles*s death 
came at firft to be fokmni^ed as a day of 
faftiag aod bumiliatioo ^ 

And laflly. 

Why thofe of the epifcopal clergy, who are 
very high ia the priociples of ecdefiaftical au^ 
thor'rty^ cootiDue to fpeak of this unhappy maD» 
as a great SAINT and a MAHTYR? 

For what reafoa, then, was the refiAance 
to king Charles made ? The gfneral anfwer 
to this inquiry is, that it was ou accouni: 
of the iyranf^ and opprejfion of his reign. No( 
d great while after bis acceffion to the throoe^ 
-b^ married ^ Fntkb caih^lk-y aftd with her 
feemed to have wtddti the politics, , if not 
the rcligiOR of Frana^ aifo. For afterwards^ 
daring a reign, or rather a (yraoDy of many 
years, he governed in a perfediiy wild and tXit 
bitrary manner, payings do regard to the con- 
ftttntioa and (h« laws of the kingdom, by 
ivhich the power of the crown was limited ; 
or to the folemn oath which he bad taken nt 
bis coronation. It would be cndlefs, as well 
as occdlefs, to give a particular account of all 
the illegal and defporlc meafures which he took 

Ui bis adminiftration ; partly from his 

P 4t owa 
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Qwa natural luft of power, and partly from 
»be influence of wicked counfellors and mi- 

nift^rs. He committed many iliuflrious 

OAiembers of both houfes of parliament to tbe 

IKcwiry foroppofing his arbitrary fchemcs. 

He levied many taxes upon the people with- 
out confent of parliiimcnt;— and then im- 
prifoned great numbers of the principal mer- 
chants and gentry for not paying them. 

He crefled, or at leaft revived, feveral ar- 
bitrary courts, in -which the moft unheard-- 
of barbarities were committed with his know- 
ledge and approbation. — He fupported that 
more than fiend, archbi(hop Laud and tbe 
clergy of his ftamp, in all their church-tyranny 
and hellifli cruelties.— He authorifed a book in 
favour of fp^rts upon the Lcrd*siiay; andfe* 
vera! clergymen were perfecuted by him and 
the mentioned phs/s biOiop, for not reading' it 
lo the people after divine yirwV/.-— When the 
parliament complained to him of the arbitrary 
proceedings of his corrupt minifters, he told 
that ajigti/l body^ in a rough, domineering, un- 
princely manner, that he. wondered any one 
(hould be fo foolifii and infolent as. to think 
that he v^ould part with the meahe{t<of his 
fervants upon their account -^Ht refufcd to call 
itny parliament at all for the fpace of. twelvq 
years together, during all which time, he go- 
verned in an abfolute jiawlefs and defpotiQ 

manoi:^. 
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manner — He took all opportunities • to en* 
eeorage the Papi/s^ and to promote them to 
Ihe higheft offices of honour and trnft — He . 
(probably) abetted the horrid maflacre in Ire^ 
lafid, in which two hundred thoufand pro* 
teftants were butchered by the roman-ca* 
tholics. — He fent a large fum of money; . 
which he had raifed by his arbitrary taxes; 
iiKo Germany^ to raifc foreign troops, in order 
to- force more arbitrary taxes upon his fubjefts, 
— ^He< not only by a long feries of- a^kns^ but 
alfo in plain tirmsy aflerted aaabfolute Bncon-f 
troolable power; fayrng even in one of hisr^ 
fpeeches to parliament, that as it was blaf^^ 
phemy to difpute what God might do; fo iv- 
was fedition in fubje£i& to difpute what 
the king, might do.— ^Towards the end of hi& 
tyranny, be cagie to the boufe of commona 
wUh an armed force *, and demanded five of 
ita principajl member^^ to^ be delivered up to t 
hiai — And. this was a. prelude to that unca'* 
tural war which he foon after levied againd 
bis own dutiful fubjefls; whom he was bound < 
by all the laws-ot honour, humanity, jMCiy^-s 



♦ Hiftorlans are not- agreed, what number of 
feldiers attended him in this monftrous invaHorr 
of the priv^lege^ of parliament —— fomc {^y^ 
three hundred, fome four hundred's and the author 
of The bifiory of the kings of Sect land ^ ftys five 
Ibondred. 

E-S, ■ and. 
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aod I might add, of intertji alfo, to defend a&d 
clierifli with a paternal aSe£lion-^I have oalj 
time to hiat at tbefe fads in a general way^ 
all whicb» and maoy more of the fame tenors 
may be proved by good aathorities: §o that 
the figuraiivi langaage which St. John ufea 
cooceroing the jad and beoeficent deeds of our 
blelTed Saviour^ may be applied to the tm- 
rtghteoas and execrable deeds of this prince, 
viz. And then are 4ti/9 many other things which 
king Charles dld^ the which, if they Jbeuld be 
written every cne^ I fupp'ife that even the werld 
iifiify cotiU not tentain the boeks that Jhculd b€ 
written'^. Now it was on account of lung 
Charles*6 thos affbrning a power above the laws^ 
to dircft contradfflion to his coronation ostth, 
and governing the greateft part of his time, in 
the mod arbitrary opprcflSve ananner ; it was 
upon this account, that the refinance was 
made to hitn, which, at length, iflucd in the 
loft of his cro A n, and of thai head which was 
unworthy to wear it. 

But by whom was this refiftance made? 
Not by a private /W/^;— not by a fmall fe- 
dilious /^r/>'; not by ^ few defperad.ei^ who, 
to mend their fortunes, would, embroil the 
Rate J btrt by the LORDS and COM- 

* John xxi, 2j» 
8 MONS 



MON S erf England. It was they that almoft 
nnanimoufly oppofcd the king's meafures for 
OTerturmog the cooftitotiod, aad chaogiog that 
free and happy govertiineot into a wretched, 
abfolatc monarchy. It was they that when the 
king was about levying forces agaiaft his ftib- 
jcfts, in order to iriake himfelf abfolnte, com- 
miffioned oSictr^^ and raifed an army to de- 
fetid theriifelves and the public : and it wafr 
they tlrat maintained the war againft him all 
along, till he was made a prifoner. This is 
indifptitable. Though it was not properly^ 
fpeakmg the parliament, but the army, whicb 
put him to death afterwards. And it ought 
to be freely acknowledged, that moft of their 
proceedings, in order to get this matter effefted ; 
and particularly the court by which the king, 
was at laft tried and condemned, was a littl'e 
better than a mere mockery of juftice.— • 

The next tjueflion which naturally arifesv 
is, whether this refiftance which was made to 
the king by the parliament^ was properly re* 
heltion^ or not? The anfwer 10 which is plaid,, 
that it was not j but a moft righteous and glo- 
rious, Hand, made in defence of the natural and 
kgal rights of the people, againft the unnatural 
and illegal encroachments of arbitrary power. 
Nor was this a ra(h and too fudden oppofition*. 
The naiian had been patient under the op*- 
B 6.' preffionst; 
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prcflions of the crown, even to long-fufferingxi 
•—for a courfe of many years ; and there was 
Ba rational hope of redrefs in any other way — 
RefiAance was.abfolutely neceflary in order to 
preferve the nation from flarery, mifery and 
ruin. And who fo proper to make this re- 

fiftature as the lords and commons ;^. the 

whole reprcfentative body of the people ; 
guardians of the public-welfare ; and each o£ 
which waSy in point of legiflation, veiled with, 
an equal, co-ordinate power, with that of the 
crown.*? Here were twQ branches of the le- 

giflature. 



• The i&ir^/y^ canftkution' is originalty and e{!. 
f^ntiajly fret* . The chara^er, whidi JuUms Cof/ar 
and Tacttui: both give of the ancient Britaim (o 
Tong ago, is, Thar they were extremely jeakm of 
their Imertiest as well as a people of a mtrtiai ipi- 
rit. Nor have there been wanting frequent iiu 
fiances and proofs of the iame glorious fpin't (in 
both refpeds) remaining in their poflerity ever fince, 
— • in the ftruggles they have made for liberty ». 
both againft foreign and domeftic tyrants,. 
Their kings hold their^ title to the throne, foleiy 
by grant of parliament; i. e. in other words, by 
the voluntary confent of the people* And, agree.^ 
ably hereto, the prerogative and rights ofthe ciOwn 
are ftated, defined and limited by law; and that 
as truly and ilri^lly as the rights o£ any inferior 
officer in the (late; or indeed, of any private fub- 
jeft. And it is only in this refpcdl that it can 
be faid, that •* the king can do no wrong.'* Be- 
ing retrained by the law, be cannot, while he 

confines 
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g^Okture againft omi — two, which had law^ 
and equity aiul the confUtution on their fide, 

agaiaft 

confines himfel£ within tliofe jnft limits* which thfr 
law prefcribes to him as. the meafure of his aa- 
thority, injure and opprefs the fabjefl. — The 
king, in his coronation oath, Avears to exercife^ 
only fach a power as the conftitution gives him ^ 
and the fubjsd, in the oath of allegiance, Avears 
only to obey him in the exercife of fuch a power. 
The king iff as mnch bound by his oath, not ta 
infringe the legal rights of the people, as the peo-, 
pie are bound to yield fubje^on, to him« From 
whence it follows, that a? foon as the prince fets 
himfelf above law, he lofes the king in the ty« 
rant: he does to all intents and purpofes, unking 
hknfelf, by acting out of, and beyond, .that fphere 
which the conftitution allows him to move in. 
And in foch cafes, he has no more right to be 
obeyed, than any inferior officer who a6ts beyond 
kis commiffion. The fubje^s obligation to^alle^ 
giance then ceafes of couiiie: and to reiift him, 
is no more rebelUony, than to refill any foreign in- 
vader. There is an eiTential difference betwixt gc-^ 
*verHment and tyranwf%. at leaft under fuch a con- 
Hitution as the EngJiJh. The former confids in 
ruling according to law and equity; the latter, 
ki ruling contrary to law and equity. So alfo^ 
there is an efleniial difference betwixt refilling a 
tyrant, and rebellion; the former is a full and rea* 
fonable felf defence; the latter confiUs in re/ifiiog 
a prince whole adminillration is jiHl and legal; and 
this is what denominates ie a crime..— Now it 
U evident, that king Charleses government was il- 
legal, and very opprcffive, through the greateft part 
of his reign : and, therefore, to refid him, was no 
more lebdlion, than to pppole any- foreign inva« 
deci^ or any other domeilic opprefTor* 
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flgainft one which wa» tmpioafly attempting 
to overtari law and equity and the coQflitutioo; 
afid to cxercifc a wanton iiccftiious /.v^r//^«(y' 
over the properties, confciences and lives of all. 
the people : — Such a fdverelgniy as fomc liKon- 
fiderately afcribe to the fupreme governor of 
the world.— I fay, inconfiderately 5 becaufe- 
God himftlf docs not govern in an abfolurely 
arbitrary and defpotic trianrier. The power of 
this almighty Kiflg (I fpeak it not without 
catition and reverence ; the power of this Al- 
ttiighty King) is United by law; not itideed, 
by acts ff ^arlian^fit^ but by the eternal laws 
^ truth r wifdom and equity; and the ever* 
lafting tMes of right reafonj — tables that 
cannot be rep^aled^ or thrown down and br9ken 
like ihofe of Mofes. — But king Charlet fat 
himfelf above all thcfe, as much as he did 
dbove the written laws of the realm ;. and 
made mere humour and caprice, which are do* 
rule at all, the only rule and meafure of his ad- 
toiniftration. And now, is it not perfe6lly n- 
diculous to call refiHance to fuch a tyrant, by 
the name of. I'ddlhn? — the grand rebellUnI 
Even that— parliament, which brought king 
Charles II. to the throne, and which run loyally 
marf^ feverely reproved one of their own mem- 
bers for condemning the proceedings of that 
parliament, which firft took up arms againft the 
former kiof . And upon the (amc principles^ 

tAae 
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that th^ proceedings of this parliament may ht 
ccmfured as wick^ ain4 rebellious^ the pro« 
ceedings of thofe who, fince, oppofed king 
jfama II. and brought the prince of Orarge to 
the throne, may be cenfured as kicked and re- 
bellious alfo. The cafes are parallel. — But 
Vih2iitxtT fome dieo may ihlnky it is to be hoped 
that, for their own fakes, they will not dare to 
fpiak agaiaft the REVOtUTION, upon the 
juftice and legality of which depends (in part) 
his prefcnt MAJESTY'S right to the throne. 

If it be UX^i that although the parliament 
which firft , oppofed king Chariest meafures,. 
and at length took up arms againfl him, were 
oot guilty of rebellioa j yet certainly thofe- 
perfoBS were^ who condemned, aod put him 
to death ; even this perhaps is not true* For 
he had^ in fad, unkinged himfelf long before, 
and had forfeited his title to the allegiance of 
the people, fo that thofe who put him 10 deaths 
were, at mod, only guilty of murAr'y which 
indeed, is bad enough, if they were really 
guilty of thaty^ (whkh is at leaft difputable.) 
Cnrntuellf and thofe who were principally con*^ 
cerded ia th« (mmfnai) king's death, might 
poffibly have been very Vrcked and defigning 
men. Nor fliall I fay any thing in vindication, 
of the reigning hyfocirjfy of thofe times ; or of 
Cnm^iJrz maleadaltoilhradon daring the />• 
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tir^ngnum : (for it is trutby and not a partr% 
that I am fpeakiog for.) Bvx fiill it may ba 
Aid, that Cromwell and his adherents were not 
properly fpcaking, guilty of rebiUien ; becanfe^ 
he, vrhom they beheadfed, was not properly 
fpeaking, their i!ng\ but a lawfefs tyrant. — 
Much lefs, are the whole body of the nation at 
that time to be charged* with' rebellion on that 
account ; for it was no national a£f ; it was 
not done by a free parliilment; And much 
lefs ftiil, is the nation at prefent, to be charged 
with the great fin of rebellion, for what their 
ancejors did, (or rather did NOT) a century 
ago. 

But bow came the atmherjiry of king 
eharles*% death, to be folemnized as a day of 
fefting-and humiliation ? The true anfwcr In 
brief, to which inquiry, Ms, that this faft was 
inftituted by way of court and compliment to 
king Charles II. upon the re/lcrat!otr, AH 
were defirous of making their court to him; 
of ingratiating themfelves ; and oLmaking him 
'forget what had been doneia oppofition to his 
father^ fo as *oot^to revenge it. To effeft thisi 
they ran inH> the moft- extravagant profeffions 
of affeAion and loyalty to him, infomuch that 
he himfelf faid, that it was a mad and bair^ 
brained loyalty which they profefled. And 
amoBgft other firaoge things, which his firA 

parliament 
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pKarllameixt did, they ordered the thirtieth o£ 
Jfi/iuary (the day odl whicfc hi§ fathier was be-r 
headed) to be kept as. a day of folemn humiii** 
ation, to deprecate, the judgments oE.heaven foe 
the rebellion which the nation had been guilty 
of, in that which was ao national thing 5 
and which was not rebellion in them that did 
it — Thus they foothed and flattered their new 
king, at the expence of their liberties : -««- And 
were ready to yield up freely to Charles II. alt 
that enormous power, which they had juftly re- 
ililed Cbarla I* for. ufurping to bimfelf* . 

The laft qaery mentioned, was, . Why thofe 
of the epifcopal clergy ^ who are. very. high in the 
principles of eccUftaJlical authority^ continue to 
fpeak of this unhappy prince as a great faint 
and a martyr ? This, we know, is what they 
Conftaotly do, efpecially on the thirtieth of Jar 
nuaryi-^-z dayfacrcd to the. actoUing of hsm^ 
and to the reproaching of thofe who are. not o£< 
the ejlahlifhed church. Out of the fame mouth on 
this day, proceedelh hUffmg and curfing^ \ there-' 
ivith blefs they their God, even Charles, and 
therewith curfe they the diflenters : And their 
tongue can no man tame ; it is an unruly evUl 
full of deadly poifon. King Charles is, upon 
Itxis folemnity, frequently compared to . our 

* James iii,, 8, 9, ,10. 
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Lord Jefus Chrift, both id refpcft df the fe- 
limfs of his life, and the grcatnefs aod in- 
juflkre of his fuffirings ; aod it is a wonder they 
do ftot add fomcthing codcerning the merits of 
his death aifo — But hUJfed faint aod royal 
martyr are as humble ticks as any that ard 
thought worthy of him. 

Now this may, at firft view, well appear to 
be a very ftrange phangmenon. For king 
Charles was really a man black with guilt, and 
laden with iniquity *, a? appears by his crimes 
before mentioned. He lived a tyrant ; and it 
was the oppreffion and violence of his reign, 
rb^t bi'onght him to hts unrimely and violent 
eiid af laft. No\xr what qf fairttlhip or mar- 
tyrdom IS there iii all this? What of feiHN 
ftiip is there v^ encouraging people fo pfofane 
the Lard's Day? What of faintftiJp in falflioo^ 
' and perjury ? What of faintfhip in repeated" 
robberies and depred'ations ? What of fainttfiip 
fn throwing real faint*, and glorious patriots 
into gabU ? What of faintfiiip in overturning 
an excellent civil conftitution ?-r^ahd proudly 
graifplng at an illegal and monflrous power ^ 
What of faintfhip in the murder of thoufands 
of innocent people ; and invofving a nation in 
all the calamities of a civil war ? And what of 

* l&iah i. 4. 

max- 



marr^dom Is there, in a man's bringing an ioa* 
mature and violent death upon himfelf, by be^ 
ing wicked overmuch t ? Is there any fiich 
thing as grace, without goodnefs ? As being a 
follower of Chrift without following him ? As 
being his difciplc, without learning of him to 
be juft and beneficent ? Or as faintfhip wirh- 
otit fanftityj ? If not, I fear it will be hard 
to prove this man a fatnt. And verily one 
would be apt to fofpc£^, that thai church muft 
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X Is it any wonder that even pcrfons who do* 
hot txiaik after their &V)H lufts^ (honld^^^ at fuch 
Ji$imi as tkis, both in t^Jrjf and in the /itft /^j^ 
ev^n/rom e^vtrUfiing f e-vtrlafting ? 2 Pet. iii. j» 411L 
•;— But perhaps it will be faid, that thefe thingg 
are MYSTERIES, which (ahhoagh very tru6 
M themiebes) lay^ndierJfaHdinigs catmot compter 
hcnd: or, indeed, any ether ptirfoiis amongft ih!^ 
befides thofe who being INWARDLY M0VE1> 
BY THE HOtV GFTOST have taken a trip 
MYdfs t^e dtldfttk \o ebwiti ifijcopai ordi^thH and 
th9 MdeiiMt chnra^ir -^ Howarel', if tMb €0Hf4i^ 
eraud gfntUmgn do not c[.<il4te de^ir o# Us^ it i^ 
hoped that, in the abundance of thei^ charity, they 
v^if] endeavour to iUucid^te thefe dark points ; ancC 
at Dite fame tfinie, «!X)»hin tfVe c4<eed of anoher ef 
their m^nent fmntt^ whioh we are told, that i«* 
Icfs we heU€<v€ faitbfuily, (i. e.) beiie'vingfy) nve 
cannot he /wved: which creed, (or father ridcilej 
Aot\*ithftaHdiflg aft ifce laboiara.of the pioat ■ ■■■ " ■ » 
and metaphyfical Dr. Waterland^ remains fomewhat 
^enigmatical ftill, 

, be 
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ive but p^rly Jlochd with faints and martyrs^ 
which is forced to adopt fuch..eaoriDous iinners 
i0to her kal^ndary ia order, to^ fwell the 
number. 

Bat to uaravel this myftery. rf- (nomfrnfig as 
well, as of) iniquity f which has already woried 
for a long time aoiongft us * ; or^ at leaft, te 
give the mod probable foli^tioa of it; it is to 
b& remeoxberedt that kiog Charles^ this ifUK* 
I'/que upon faiotfliip ajad martyrdom, though 
fo great an oppreflbr, was a true friend to the 
Church ; — fo true a friend to her» that he was 
very well affeAed towards the reman catholia ; 
and would probably have been very willing to. 
nolle Lamkeih zttd. Rome. Thi^ appears by 
h}s marrying a true daughter of that true mo* 
iber of harlot s\ j. which he did with a difpenfa*^ 
tton from the- Fope^ that fupreme BI^SHOP ; . 
to whom when he wrote, he gave the title of 
MOST HOLY FATHER. His queen was 
extremely bigptted to all the follies and fu- 
perftitions, and' to the hierarchy of Romei and 
had a prodigious afcendency over him all his 
life. It was, in part, owing to this, that he 
(probably) abetted the maflacre of the pro- 
teflants in Ireland-, that he afEfted in exdr- 
fating the Fr^fi^ proteftants vxRochelle; that 

^ z^ThcC ii. 7. t Rev. xvii, 5. 

hez 
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ht all along encouraged papifts^ and popifiity 
affeded clergymen^ in preference to all other 
perfens, and that lie Upheld that monfier 
of wick^dfteft, ARCHBISHOP 1-AUD, and 
the bifiiops of his itamp, in all'their church ty- 
ranny and diabolical cruelties. In retu^n to his 
kindnefs and indulgence in which refpedls, they 
caufed many of the pulpits throughout the 
nation, to 'ring with the divine abfolute, inde- 
feafible tight of ktags ; With ^the praifes bf 
Charles and his reign ; and with fhe damnable 
fin of refifliog the Lord's anointedy let him do 
what he would. So that not ChriJIy but 
Charles, -was commonly preached to the peo- 
ple. — In plain Englijh^ there feems to have 
been an impious bargain ftruck tip betwixt the 
fcepter and the furpliuy for «nflaving both the 
bodies and fouls of men. The king appeared to 
be willing that the clergy ffaouid do what they 
would, — fet up a monfVrous hierarchy like that 
of Romey — a monflrous inquifiiion like that of 
Spain or PortugaU'-^ov any thing clfe which 
their own pride, and the devil's malice, could 
prompt them to: provided always^ that thfe' 
t:lergy would be tools to the crown 5 that xhe:j 
would make the people believe, that kings had 
' God's authority for breaking God's law; that 
they had a commiffion from heaven to feize the 
eftates and lives of their fubjeds at pleafure^ 
and that it was a damnable iin to reilft tbem^ 
6 even 
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cvea when they did foch U>iags a^ defttvtd 
more than daoxnatipii -^This affiears.tobe cbc 
tru€ key iw txplaioiog the mjifterinfs do&iiM 
t>f king C'^'-Us's f»iu(hip 9Ad.in^tyrd^)i9» He 
wa.^ a laiot, not becaufs he ^^s in bis Iffe ji 
^ood ^^''y but a good churcbjjmn i oot be^caufe 
he was a lover of heU'^^/s but the juiararcbyi not 
hecauie he \Ka^ a friei^d to C^r^, biK the 
craft. And he was a noiartyr ip his death, not 
becaufe he bravely fufiered death in the qaplip 
of iruth and righteoiiib^s, butbec^ufe h^ died 
AD enemy to liberty^ and the rigjits of co«- 
£piepce ; i. e. nat b^caulie jie d&ed ao c^my to- 
Jin^ but diJJenUrs. Yor thjcfe reafons it is that 
all blotted clergymen, and fftends to cbu»:h* 
power, paint this man as a faint in his life, 
though he was fuch a mighty, fuch a royal 
fmmr ; and as a martyr ja his death, though 
be fell a facrifice only to his own ambition, 
avarice, at^d unbounded luft of power. And 
from proftituting theiir praife upon king Charhsy 
aad offering him that incenfe which is not his 
due, it is natural for them to make a tran* 
fition to the diflenters, (as they commonly do) 
aod to load them wt<h that reproach which 
they do not defervc; they being generally 
profelTed enemies both to civil and ecclefiaftical 
tyranny. We are commonly charged (upon 
the thirtieth Qijanuitry) with the g4iMt of -put- 
ling the king to deatii, under a notion that it 

was 



ivas our ancejdoFs that did it ; ^d fo wc ar/^ 
xeprefedted m the hlfickcft colours, not ©oly as 
fcbifmarics, hut ^fo as traitors a^4 rc;t)els ap4 
all that Is bad. Acid thefe k/ty geatlomeo 
tifually rail upon this head, in fuch a manu^r 
as plainly ftiews, that they are either grofly 
ignoraiK of the bifhu-y of thoie tSocMs which 
thcyfpeakof; or, which is warfe, that they 
ar« gaiity of the moft fliameful prevarication^ 
(lander and falftiood.— But every f^iy pri(/l^ 
vkh a roll ^nd a g&wuj thio^ be naft do 
f{>aiething in imitation of his Beyers in ieiHufi^ 
and ftiew hinvfelf a tr^u Jon of the church : 
And thus, through a fooliAi ambition to ap.- 
pear confidtvMe^ they ooly render themfelves 
^ontemptibU. 

But fuppofe our fore-fctbers did kill their 
jnock faint and martyr a century ago, what is 
that to us now? If I miftake not, thefe gen- 
tlemen generally preach down the doftrine of 
the imputation of Adam*s Jin to his pojterity^ as 
abfurd and unreafonable, notwithftanding they 
have folemnly fubfcribed what; is equivalent to 
it in thtir own articles of religion. And there- 
fore one would hardly expeft that they would 
lay the guilt of the king's death upon us^ al- 
though our fore-fathers had been the only au- 
thors of it. But this conduft is much more 
furprifing, when it does not appear that our * 

anccftors ' 
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atceftors had any more band in it than tbeir 
6ivn, — However, bigotry is fufficieot to ac* 
ctUDt for this, and maDy other phttnomena^ 
>^hich caaoot be accounted for in any other 
^ay. 

Altboagh the obfehration Of this annherfarj 
fcems to have been (at lead) faperllitions in its 
irigiftali and although it is often abnfed to 
very bad pnrpofes by the eftablifhed clergy, as 
they ferve themfelves of it, to perpetuate ftrife» 
a party fpiric, and divifiohs in the chrifiian 
church ; yet it is to be hoped that one good 
end will be anfwered by it, quite contrary to 
their intention } it is to be hoped, that it will 
prove a ftandiog memento, that Sriiom will not 
htflave$\ and a warning to all cbrrupt coun- 
fellof s and min'iftersj not to go too far in advi- 
fing to arbitrary defpotic meafures. — 

To conclude : Le^ us all learn to be fret^ 
and to be loyal. Let us not profefs ourfelves 
vaflals to the lawlefs pleafure of any man on 
earth. But let us remember, at the fame 
time, government is Jacred^ and hot to be 
trjfied with. It is our happinefs to live under 
the govefndieot of a Prince, who is fatisfied with 
ruling according to law; as every other good 
pr/»ftf will-i^ We enjoy under his adminiftra- 
tion all the liberty that is proper and expe- 
dient for us. It becomes us^ therefore, to be 

contented, - 
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contented, and dutiful fubjeds. Let us prize 
our freedom; but not ufe our liberty for a' 
dhh $f tnaHcioufriifs*^ There are men who* 
ftrike at /i^/jr under the term Ikentioufnefsm 
There are others who aim at popularity under*' , 
the difgutfc of fatriotifm. Be aware of both, - 
Extremes are dangerous. There is at prefent ^ 
amongfl: us^ perhaps more danger of the latter 
than of the former. For which reafon I would ^ 
exhort ydu to pay all due regard to the-go* 
▼ernment over us; to the KINO^and all in ^ 
authority; and to lead a quiet eind peaeeable * 
Ufe\. — And while I am fpeaking of loyalty ta» 
our earthly prince^ fuffer me juft to put you in 
mind to be loyal alfo to the fupreme RULER < 
rf thfe univerfe^ '^f tc;&9;R Ungs reigfty and princes 
dfcreo ju/lice%^ To which king eternal, im- 
mortal, invMibldj even to the ONLY WISE 
OODIIi be all h6nour and praife, DOMI- 
NION and ' thankfgiving, through JESUS "> 
CJHRIST OttP LORD. AMEN; - 



♦ I Pet. ii. 16: t I Tim. ii. 4l. J Pro?, viii. if. 
i I Tim^ i. 17. . 
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•CONSECRATION 

O F T H E 

BISHOPS 

IN 

DUBLIN, 

By theLord Primate in the year i66o. 

WHEREAS we hnye thought fit to 
appoint the 27th of this indent 
January i66o« for the coofecra* 
tioa of bi&pps \ to the e^d therefore that thq 
fame, loay be fo ordered^ as deceacy and the 
digfrity of fo holy an office fliall require ; we 
have thought fit, by the advice of our brethren 
the blftiops, who are to aflift in that facred ad-> 
miniftratioo, aud with whom we have coofulted 
10 thai bcMf I to order^ ' 

That at feven o'cbck in the momiog of the 
fatd day, the lords bi&ops eleift do atiend us^ 
^c the deaa of Chrift choroh hts houfe, and 

^ The'cditor Qp«fidiqr6 tkis fmall piece as a pre« 
latie commeiit on the words of Chrif^, my kinodom it 
not tftbit world % and as fuch it is here publidied. 
Q^a that 
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tb^t all the bi(hops confecrators be there alfo ia 
their coraered caps, rochets and chimers^ 

That notice be given, to the-faid deans of the 
two cathedral churches of Dnbl'tn, that thejr 
fike^e are expected ta attend at the fame time 
-and place in tiieir formalities. 

That |)ie faid deans refpedively Aall give 
erders to the dignitaries, prebendaries^ canons, 
fetit-canons, vtcars, choral; and tfaorifters, that 
they do attend at the fame hour, in their refpec* 
live formalities in the body of Chrill- church. 

That th e vrce-chanccllorjor pro- vice-chancel** 
lor of the uniyerfity, all d'o6lors of divinity, and 
of the law, as al(b all the minifters and civiliat^ 
in. this city, with the whole univerfity, do like* 
wife repair thither, fo far as they can conveni-* 
cntly fur^iilh themfelvcs with gowns and forma- 
lities to their, refpeflive offices, and digniticj 
appertaining. 

7hat thi order of proceiding beasfo^vos f 

That the pur fqivant of the court of preroga"^ 
tive, and theapparator general bare-headed. 

Thie vergers o£ the faid two. cathedrals, alfo 
Itare headed. 

; ' The chorifters two- and two, anil the refl* of 
the precedents alfo in order^ two and two aa 
ibUoweth. 

Yicars cituwals. 
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Tetit-canoas. 

Pxehendaries* 

Digaitaries. 

The faid two deans. 

The bifliops eled ia their albs« 

The lord primate's gent, uflieryand fecretary 
bare-headed. 

The lord prtmate. 

The other btthops coafecnitors two aftd twow 

The beadle of the ttfiiyerfiiy. 

The vice-chancellor, or pro-Ytce*chaflcelor, 
and provoft. 

Deans and doflors two and two. 

That the abovefaid orders may proceed with 
a fiknt, fofemn, and flow paced gravity, until 
the time of entrance inta the weft-gate of St» 
Patrici's church, where the vicars and chorif* 
ters are to proceed finging into the choir, and 
there continue finging the' U deum^ accompa- 
nied with the organ, until the archbtibops, 
bi(hops> and the reft of the principal prece- 
dents ftiall be placed and (bated ia tbeii re» 
fpeaive ftalls. 

- That the office of oooming prayer be fokmn*' 
\f celebrated by the dean of the faid churcli; 
Which ended, Dr. Jar. Taybfy lord bifliop 
tle^ of Z>0«;i7,'defigned to preach the conch ad 
ckruniy is to afcend the pulpit doriog the fingr 
ifig of fir vent nobis. 

a Tha 
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That after the faid bi<bop hath CDcfed hia 
fennon, he be^convcycd by the verger, to bis ftall* 

That upon bis lordlhip's dcfccnt from the 
puIpU an aDthem be fang. 

That from the end of the anthem, the voice, 
of the organ be heard* tad cnatmottd ufitil 
the brd prlf^ate^ ihi^ t^he other bUbops who 
are to confccrat«t. afcc*d ioto tte eo^ftire 
vitihai the raiU, and foii»€i»hati bagcr ; at 
lead till the noifc, which majr be occMioncd bjt 
the ufoal motioadf tbr pec^te&ootth^w pUces 
after fermon, fliall ceafe. 

Th«t after the pnoiAte and bUbopa con* 
ikrator^ »e (eated ift their chairs, and the 
(bund of iheorgana coiHjnaing^ tha vtcar-g^^ 
Herat (as feat by. ihe faid primate) is to go ta 
flM folds elea^ fiuiBg in their ftalb, and ib 
vith the dean of St., Paprkk to conduA theic 
lordfliips to the cftdoftirc, and tbete ta rang« 
them in their order accondkig as direfiipn IhiaK 
be given by the primate. 

That then die dBce of cpufecrats^n l)e ce- 
lebrated, which ended;, the anthem ta thai pur- 
pofe compofedby the dean of St. Patrki% ^- 
led quam dmm iotaltai/ii dtrnfmu aroMmy be 
(iing as it here foUoweft. 

Jmbtm 
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Jbnbm c^ ibi mftcr^iHy 

Treble. 
,}Jmv that ihi LorJ bath readvanc^dthg crowvy 
IVhlcb tblrfi $fffoU and frantic zeal threw dmn. 

Tenor. ' /^ 
Nnv that the tirdihe mitre has re/lor% 
mieb viitb the travn la^ in, tbf du/h abberr^d» 
Treble— Prtf//S him f$ kings \ Chcrus aH - 
Tenor— Pmiyi bimye friffis S fing 
Clary to Cbrijl oUr high priejl^ bigbefi king. 

y 

Treble* 
May JndahU rayial Jiff ire JHUjIfmt eUaki 

Tenor. 
Mof Aaion'i hfy rodftiil Uaffinu hnr. 

Treble and Tenor. 
Seepire and rod rule JliU^ and guide our knd^ 
Jnd thofe whom Gad anoints fael no rnda hand > 
May leveypeace^ plenty^ wait on erewn andtkairg 
And may bothjhare in bUffings as in care* 

Chorus. 
jdngeh lofik down^ and joy to fee^ 
Like that above^ a snonarcby. 
. Jfg^io look ,dewn9 and joy tojia^ ■ 
Liki that ahovi^ an bitrarcbyn 

Thai 



